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is not inſenſible to its defects: : What claim 
5 7 it may have to patronage, the public have the 


verſal, and may prove intereſting to the candid 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E Author of the following Poem 


ſole right to determine. The ſubject is uni- 


reader. If the execution be deſtitute of in- 
trinſic merit, no apology to the public can be 
available; if otherwiſe, no apology is needful. 


Loxpox, May I, 1792. 


+ DESIGN OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 


VIEW of a rough tempeſtuous bay, bounded by rocks 
and precipices. Upon the ſandy beach a few bold Artiſts are 
employed in erecting a tower; oppoſed; indeed. to Superſtition, 
but dedicated to Error. One of the party appears digging, to 


undernine a venerable Gothic pile conſecrated, to Religion — 


Another boaſts of * gunpowder, and bears a flaming torch m his 
right hand. At the foot of a mountain, in a grotto, or cave, 


lies the Scene of the Poem—whence a ſhip appears, launching 
out into the ocean, toſſed dreadfully with thegpiſtcrous billows. 
Time ſtands aloft on a preripice, commanding the whole ſcene 


while Hope directs down a golden chain, from its celeſtial 
anchor, and extends it to men. At a diftant proſpect, over the 


main, a ſtately veſſel appears, riding under full fail, into the de- 
lightful haven: beyond which may be faintly diſcovered, Ely- 


fian Groves—emblems of Paradiſe, pt as by the Ronny 
** of an immortal fun. 


* > Vide p- 54. 
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T4 ARGUMENT. 

Tntroduttion and Invocation of the Supreme Being. The 
Subjeft propoſed. Life's Voyage univerſal. A View 
of the Cbriſtian making his Port in Safety ; — whence 
the Author's Wiſh. The mofl conſpicuous among the 
various Voyagers briefly particularixed under the dif- 
ferent Denominations of PRINCES, STATESMEN, Hx- 
RokEs, POLITICIANS ; their Claim to an Immor- 
 rality of Fame afſirted in each of theſe Characters, who | 
are not more conſpicucus on account of elevated Stations 

than they are ſignal for eminem V irtues, 


THE 
' VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


4 POEM. 


BOOK 1. 


IF E, and its fates, I fing. And Life abounds 
With ever-changing fates of good and ill, 
The great PROPRIETOR has plac'd the 000 
Againſt the EviL in Life's pond”rous ſcale, 
And counterbalanc'd all our joys and woes e 
In due proportion to the preſent ſtate. 


BEG! N the ſong: Awhile be far remote, * 
Ye ſons of jarring Diſcord ; but draw near, | 
And give attention, ye whoſe ſouls are form'd 1 


obiy tels ols His ici, dias y inibeole gc. Onr. in 


| 1 
* 2 3 | 
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4 TIE VOYAGE OF LIFE, , 
To wake to raptures with the living lyre! 10 
And you of high degree, attend the muſe ! | 


Think not her theme beneath your nice regard: 
The theme belongs to you: nor one exempt 

Of all the human race. Where'er the ſtrain 

Shall audience meet, be pure the liſt ning car, 
And ſway'd by truth the heart with ſov'reign rule: 
For TRUTH attention claims, and pure regard, 
From ſenators and kings. Urania! ſtoop, 

And modulate my elſe diſcordant ſong — 
Stoop from Parnaſſus lofty brow, and raiſe 20 
An humble ſuppliant all to thoughts ſublime ! 


Butchiefly THOU, ®&TERNAL SOURCE OF LIGHT! 


Supreme Dictator of divineſt truth! 


Whole ſole inſpiring syix rr from above 


True wiſdom ſheds on heav'n- directed minds, 
Propitious hear! And with Tay ſacred beams 


Illume my inward parts! Thy kindly aid 


Afford, to plan Life's Voyage. Teach me hour 
Its devious dangers and ill-boding blaſts, 


| Myſelf to ſhun, and point the ſafer way 30 


To heedleſs man: ſo ſhall the tuneful ſtrain, 


By Folly's flippant ſons howe'er deſpis'd, 


From all the wiſe and good attention claim. 
UNLEss the lute deceive my wakeful ear, 

Which pays atteation to the pleaſing ſound 

Of tuneful accents, in melodious chime, 


The 


hf HH 5 


BOOK I. 


The ſong; heroic numbers ſhall Alt 
In conſonance harmonĩous to the ſenſe, * 

Soft as the ſighing gale in ample themes 
But when ſublime the ſubjeQ, then the verſe 40 
Shall emulate the loud reſounding main! —. 
That mighty world of waters oft I'deem | | 

Of Life fit emblem, and its boĩſterous blaſts, 
Oppoſing tempeſts, and conflicting waves. 


4 


THe muſe full-oft old Ocean traverſes ;. 
Or coolly fits beſide the lucid ſtream ;, 
Or woos reflection in the mountain grot. 
From rivers, dells, and rocks, the vocal lay 
Shalf pour reſponſive to the plaintive lyre— _ 
The Theme (as yet unſung to vocal reed 50 
« LiFz's VOYAGE !—its-delufive proſpects, hopes, 
Surrounding dangers, wrecks—and' final end.“ 
The THEME is copious, and my kindling muſe 
With ardour bids.me * write The ſubject ſeems 
Not leſs capacious-than the rolling floods, 
Which claſhing. on the cliff ſtruck back—recoil 
In maddings es, fury ſurging round. mY 


LixE thats, St. Tale i in- holy viſion am 
The woRLD's a „ glaſſy ſea,” a perilous deep, 
Omnia ſed numeris vocam concordibus, 


Atque ſono quæcunꝗ. canunt imitantur, et apta 
2 Verborum facie, et quzſito carminis ore. Vida. 


3 3. Ay 


* * 1 {> rd, * 
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& THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


Buy tumults tofs'd and huge diſaſters dire! 60 


Its proud tempeſtuous billows oft are heard, 
Reſounding far, in Comtemplations ear ! 
More mutigous and mad, in Reaſon's eye, 


Than Ocean in a ſtorm, appear the crews 


Embark'd with frantic Folly—fraught with Hopes, 
Steering o'er all the kindling waves of vice 
Upon this © Sea of Glaſs*, mingled with fire!“ 
What ſcene can fitter repreſent the e world 


Its fiery trials, and its final end, 


Than fuch a molten s E A, ſeen from the tlirone 70 
Where Merey and Omnipotence prefide AGO 6-7 
Its voyagers are MEN, intent in heart 


 The'surging billows boldly to outbrave'! 
In queſt of gain they ſean each diſtant ſhore, 
And, void of prudence, as ſecurely fail 


As if embarkd in xe o, mid the ſkies! 
Polt many a fatal wreek alarms my fettrs, 
Admenifhing in Virtues courſe to fteer, 

Let go che fond purſuit of earth; betimes . 
Weigtr anckor, and fore” bappier elime explore. 5 
So ſung the pm bart imertaf Youre, © Ft 
Whom at an humble diſtance I purſue, = 
So might F hapty eatch fone vital fpark * 2314 
Ot his ecleftiat fire to warm my ſtran. 


8 


* Fade 


Rev. xiv. 2 4 
% M10 8H OLD 


ULD 


Snovrp I ſucceed in this advent'rous taſk, | 
Nor only trace Life's various chart, but gain : 4 
The glorious port of Heaven, Pd there . . 84 
Some sweet angelie lyre to loftier notes, | | 4 
Or higher themes intent, and oft refound * a 
The joyful triumph through th'echoing ſkies! go \ 
| Small cauſe, as yet, to fing in ſuch a firain” 1 


He fafely glides amid ſurrounding wrecks! nn 
His coſtly bark, ſwift ſailing, wafts ſecure =— 
= 

00 


| Stately advancing to the peaceful port !— 


BOOK L = L 


Life $ dubious Voyage Bos W nen 


| 
Tas Voyage is —_ by 8 a 1 
Alt tanks, degrees, profeſſions, high and low, 1 
Eminences, parties, ſects, and nations ul. \ 4 
Who Earth inhabit all her ardetitfong 3 \ 8 
Encircling round the wide terraqueous __ | = 
Are gliding ſmooth: to that eternal port! 4 i 


Swift, but inſenſible, they float away, 3 1. 
Borne on the rapid ſurface of Life's ſtream. 100 =. 

Soon Time will drop the high expanded fails, ́ö 13 
Had Death will land us on the en _—_ at: | 4 


Non thezs 8 asthe Chriſtiaa 4 t 


O'er tumid waves and far behind he leaves 
In long ſucceſſion all the ſhining ſcene, 


Anon he gains the haven: All is clear; 
Unclouded and ſerene his evening ſmiles, 110 
B 4 


8 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


While an unſetting sux with cheering beams, 
Enlightens all the ſtrand with endleſs © 
All heav'n, with welcome plaudits, hails him ſafo 
Arriv'd; and angels give him joy—now rais'd 
* footing nn is no more. 


Tur Gans Man ; is the heir of wiſdom thore;. 
However.deem'd fanatical his life,* 
His end devoid of honor ! Guilt appall'd 


Beholds his exaltation. Bigotry 


Exclaims,“ we fools, misjudging, doom'd him down 
To miſery; how is he number'd now 121 
Among the juſt, and dignify'd a ſaint !? 


Such bondur ſtill attends fair Virtue's ſons: 


So ſure the Chriſtian's courſe in glory ends; 
His is the hetter part, the purer bliſs: 
Al lbliſs beſides, commix'd with vanity, 


Muſt end in woe. All riches, honours, crowns, 


In eſtimation here might fairly ſeem 


The pittance of an hour :—compar'd with ſuch 


Inheritance on liigh, their value ſinks, 130. 


Their luſtre fades away. Theſe, when poſſeſs' d 


Scarce worth enjoying ſeem — ſo ſhort their ſtay, 


80 ſoon they take their flight, and often leave 


* The reflection 18 introduced in reference to that remark+. 
le exclamation recorded i in the book of Wiſdom, cap. v. 4, 5. 
—_ 


Ti heir haughty owners poor. Give ME theJoys 


Wov'n inthe loom of meck ey'd Piety, 

Of texture firm,.fhall open to the ſkies, 

Wafted hefore a gentle gale of Love 

The bark glide ſmooth o'er all mera ſcene,. 


That: rolls che ſplendid conſtellations round! 


BOOK b. 


© 


To which immortal durance is annex d: 
The treaſures, which old Time. can.ne'er.corrode.. 


BE mine—an heart fineere; a:gen'rous. mind, 
Fraught with benevolence and Dr. 
Nor deſtitute of poor Devotion's dow'r : 25 
To ſteer the courſe of virtue be my ee 3 140 
My bark Religion; Heav'n the deſtin'd mart; 
The rudder Reaſon; and the ſturdy oars 
Shall reſolution ply ; The ſwelling fails, 


In ſteady courſe, obedient to the hand 


My mate, Experience, ſhall conduct the courſe; 1 50 

And Truth, ingenious pilot, guide the helm; 

While Faith, magnetically, points to the pole. 

Unvariably—on Sion's ſacred hill. 

Should ſtorms aſſail (like loud Euroclydon, 

Diſparting navies far to diſtant ſhores 

Whoſe fatal Typhon and Ecnephia, dire 

Surcharg'd, another deluge ſeem to pour) 

Religion ſafely brooks the ſullen ſtorm: 
TTT 


— — 


— + 
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16 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


Her ſacred chart* and compaſs ald tofteer 
Unerring, and tlie eodrſe to happitieſs 160 
Direct, unvarying from the given point — * 


Till ſafe into the harbour + floats the bark : — 


Now toon at large, beſide the peaceful more! 
Hope caſting anchor near the ſable rock, 


What time the deep is in confuſion caſt, 


And all the wild waves into tempeſt driv'n, | 
Stedfaft and fix d, ſcarce feels the idle ſhock — 
Laughs at the tumult, and lays fiege to Heaw ny 
And ſafely gains the citadel at laſty 
Then, like ſome hero, in the conqueſt falls, 170 
And is transform d to Love ! In thoſe fair realms | 
No rugged rocks, no Danger's direful train 
Of furious hurricanes ſhall more oppole, - 


Nor ſadd'ning elonds of Evil intervene, 


But one unruffſed calm enſue, ſerene 
As the ſtill dawn of Heaven's eternal day, 


Aur Life's N £0566 perchanee, are found 
Men of renown,” of fair immortal fame, 
By Virtue fir'd to quell the hoſtile erg 


* The Charerefers to the Bible; a the Comms 7 OM Mo- 
ral Decalogue. 


+ In this metaphor, Death is 3 as the harbour to 


* Hope ſupports us ! but hope can arrive no further. 


„ And 


* — ———— E—U— . — —ä 1 ret 


Lok THT 1+ 
And cruel diſcord to convert to peace! 180 
To fave a nation, and reclaim a world | 
By counſels fage or brave ents 
Yet theſe, of ſmiling peace enamour d moſt, 
And of *good-willtomen,” nnn 
Procure unfading laurels for their brow. - 


Such, England is thy great iltuſtrions GEORGE 1 


Pacific prince! Britannia's joy and boaſt! '' 
And ſuck thy glorious PTT! In early life 
Poſſeſſing all the virtues of his Sire! 1 {4 i 
Above his years politically wiſe, 190 
Thy gallant Ron xk ſuch! And Error * brave! 
The firſt the victor of the Gallic fleet! 

The next the vanquiſher of Spaniſh arm! 
Their naval forces, machinations, gold. 


Conſum'd before his awful enginery is 450.4 
Like Sodom's Towers wu | Heaven commenc'd 
the war, - 


This grand event wakes opt to memory 

The name of Cuxris! long to be 10. | 

In whom true valour and humanity 5 
Combin'd, each aggrandizing each, fhone out 260 
Effulgent as the ſolemn ſcene ! when lo!  _ 
Like kind relenting Heaven, his goodneſs aig | 
His conquer'd foes, like brands, out of the Saints 


* Although Lord Heathfield is now no more, his name be. 
ſerves to be communicated to poſterity with honour, =» 


B 6 c N Wirn 


12 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Wirn Olay: names n as and martial 
deeds 5 06, 
The 3 his en 
Theſe claim a lofty lay. Could I. LAI 
Sublimer:- ſtrains, exalted as · their fame, 12 
The rocks and hills, the continents and Mmores, 
Encircling round Britannia's favour d realm | 
Should echo to the ftrain !—Accept the will, 210 
Victorious chiefs! nor deem the tribute mean! 
The will fincere in heaven acceptance finds. 
Your worth enſures an immortality— _ 
And fate ö fame ſhall: never die. 


Taz heartthat 3 at bie Geld“ 

Is icy. cold, beyond the muſes power, 
And all their ſons, to warm! There is a race 
Of frozen geniuſes, whoſe heavy ears,“ 

Like Midas“, fhut out melody: averſe 
To every finer movement of the mind. 220 
Their ſullen, mean, and proud auſterity, 
J praiſe not. Others. fame, however juſt 

Fhe tribute, wounds their narrow heart. With the, 0 
Muſic is void of charms, True eloquence 

On them is loſt: And pureſt worth unwept, . 
Unhonour'd dies! I. give the Stoic up, 

Beſt fitted in ſome warmer clime to baſk,, 
Where Apathy herſelf too much may feel. 


* Avres Affininas habet Rex Midas. Ov1Ds 
* | Turn, 


BOOK TY 1 13 
Turn, vagrant muſe ! from ſuch indignant turn, E 
And much enamour of thy ſubject, pour 230 
The grateful tribute of thy well- meant praiſe. | 
Blame not the muſe for. chanting well-meant praiſe, 
Nor deem her paraſitical; ſhe ſcorns _ 
The wretched appellation; and affur'd\ 
That e owns her lay, en bog 


Wn E ſow'reign viaror guards Britannia's 
_— 

| Beneath Heaven's watchful eye, mall ĩs our cauſs 
To dread th' aſſaults of 11.1, If true the creed, } 

« Virtue and Vice are Empire's life and death!“ 
Long live with Virtue ! this alone ſecures 240 
Succeſs throughout Life's Voyage; this alone 
Hurls Britain's: Vengeful Thunder on her Foes. 
Extends her Empire over ſpacious Seas, ie 
And guards our Nation. more'than brazen walls, 
Or Amazonian ſhields. —This, this alone 
Exalts, ennobles, and gives date to fame; 

Such fame as juſtly waits thy matchleſs worth, 
Illuſtrious Youth, to whom Britannia -d 
Her ſafety late, when tilting on the gulph. 

Of yawning fate, and *gainſt a world in arms 250 
Waging dread war*! Een then 'twas thine to ſave, 


: ' The Stateſiman's creed; in YOUNG. 


* Alluding to the ever memorable criſis of the*Freneh, Spa- 
niſh, Dutch, and American war with England, 


From 


14 THE VOYAGE oF LIFE. 
From-wreek- our Rately bark. With prudent kill 


And god-like refolution ſtill be't thine Do 


To guide her helm, while up the veſſel buoys, 


And COMMERCE n anew her * ſails. 


V 1RTUE effetual proyes to Gernize 


The monareh's, ſtateſman's, and the patriot name, 


And ſet the world on fire! commanding awe, 
And rewrence, and eſteem from ev'ry heart, 7 
While every tuneful tongue ſuch worth atteſts, 260 
Exulting !—This the prime prerogative PN 
And glory of mankind, that Virtue reigns 
Prime Patroneſs of Liberty! True guide 

To honour and the ſplendid dome of Fame 
The muſe, cheer'd with her ſmiles, aſpires to ſing 


 Adventrous, what ingenuous Candour prompts, 


God and our Rights, we boldly ſtill maintain; 


were impious in Old England to be ſad.” 


Hair land of ſacred Liberty! Thy ſtreets 
Abound with plenty, like the copious horn! 270 
Salvation ſtands for bulwarks to thy walls, 
And Mercy ſheds beneficence around, | 
While Commerce ſpreads ms ſwelling ſheets, and 

bears 
Thy rich abundance t to a thouſand ſhores. 


Harry 


33 9 * " „ un F SS * . 


5 GK 1. r 
Hir the EPR tons of Albiot 
Did they their prfeileges Kio to ns 
Thrice happy, unitler fuch vRgieatPhinicey, 40] 
Uniting commerce, liberty, and la, 0 . 
To toleratiom, property, and peaee:· i 7 


True Liberty! the bard's enchafting ene 280 i. 
; The patriot's glory F the mechamieꝰs boaſt ! i 
The nurſe of Science! the prevailing ſpur | | 
5 To willing Incteſtry and uſeful art? 9 
Tis this ſupports great George's thione,/ and preads | 1 
Britannia's fame to regions far remote. 7 | 3 
In ſuch a reign, the rixtion's wealth and well | f | 
Join hand in hand. While awful Juftice fils 1 
The throne, auguft, to guard our rights, or ftands'; 1 
Steady beſide the helm, on either hand 
Goodneſs and merey ſmile Oft to the weal 290 | 
Of Church and State the ear of Royalty | 
Attentive turns, obedient to the voie | 
Of Wiſdom :—To the plea of Candour, peace, 4 
5 And Toleration, never ſhut. What time N 
The numerous peers of Britain's favour'd ifle, 
Faſt by the throne, mature in council ſage, 
3 Weigh Empires, and their fates, in Juſtice! ſcale; 7 
And politics, and equal laws diſcuſs; | : 7 
Survey the ancient Scey's prediction full = | 
Accomplifhed,* Finpertal Salem liſt, 300 l 
y And ſhout for joy White fair Euzoy 4's kings 1 
The Church encircle round. i in Safety's arms, l 
* Ifajah Alix. 23. | 1 
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In. Aiz10N'%s Prince a FATHER? ſhe deſcries,.. 
And looks up rev rent to the ſceptre d hand, 
Imploring bleſſings on the Regal head. FE 
Num'rous as dew-drops which the lawns adorne. 
While cruel deſpotiſm diſtains the deeds. 
Heroic oft miſdeem'd, Humanity 
* monareh crowns with bases fame. 


Tnvs Virtue's godlike 8805 nts grew 310 
In old Saturnian times of fair renown,. 
As full-mouth'd. Fame echo'd their noble deeds 
Through diſtant long poſterities—from _ ._-. 

Remote to age, from ſire to ſon borne down, 
To charm our raviſh'd ears,—Such only ſtill. 
Deſerve in future annals to ſurvive,, 

Bearing the palm of tmmortality.— 
Nor to the muſe need theſe bequeath the truſt 
Of writing om the Rolls of Fame their name ;— 
Their. deeds ſerve. oft t1mmortalize her ſong !. 320: 
Honor, te Virtue join'd, proclaim afar. 
The man of worth, and innate excellence, 
Who only. unto Vice a terror proves, | 
Whoſe. merit builds a live- long monument, 
More durable than Trajan's pillar, worn 
With venerable age; or th*obeliſk 
Of that ambitious queen Auguſtus? bands 
Urg'd to ſad ſuicide 5 or Cairo's ſcenes, 


BOOK 1. LY 


In cloud-capp'd pyramids on Memphis plain, 
Of prior date to all the works of Art, 330 


Seeming to bid defiance bold to time ! 

Theſe ſhall decay, and not a trace remain 

Of their once-boaſted grandeur z while the ſons 
Of true heroic Virtue, men approv'd 


For ſteady temp'rate zeal, and fortitude, | 


In Freedonv's or Religion's ſacred cauſe, 


Not in the Senate or the Church alone 


Shall ſhine pre- eminent, and juſtly claim _ 
This nether world's applauſe :—A nobler meed, 


And far more laſting, ſhall their Virtues crown: 340 


Their record is on high. Heaven pays regard 


To all whoſe lives and actions thither tend: 


And truth is pledg'd to give the faithful“ few, 
Who well employed the talent” of their power, 
And temper juſtice oft with mildeſt mercy, 

A ſeat as ſplendid as the firmament,, 
And durable as Gon's eternal throne, 


1 
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THE ARGUMENT, 
Repreſentations of the various Foyagers of Life cominued*: 
— Viz, PARTIZANS, DESPOTS, EPICURES,. 
BACCHANALIANS, LIBERTINES, — In the De- 
ſeription of Libertines a Digreſſion on the Eternity of 
Hell Torments is introduced; with- a Reprehenſion of 
their Folly who would feem 1wifer than Divine Wiſdom, 
and more lenient, in the Puniſhment of Vice, than the: 
er:ginal Fountain of Geodneſs and Love, A Soliloguy. 


VOYAGE OF Lr. 


BOOK IL 


UL frequent, in Life's Voyage, men are ſcen 
Of jarring ſentiments, contrarious views, 
Contending intereſts, and oppoſing ſchemes— 
Purſuing Happineſs each various way : 
But till the Goddeſs, like ſome modeſt * Ro | 
Shuns their approach, yet gives a winning ſmile 
To tempt them forward in the dubious chace. 
Each votary ſome ſeparate courſe 8 
Vet each is confident that RE is right, 


And all beſides are wrong who contra-yeer. | -- 


From different ſentiments, or other views, 
Oppos'd to hzs infallible decifions, 
Thus oft quack-doctors in Theology 


Preſcribe 


Ja 


22 THE VOYAGE : OF LIFE. 
| Prefexibe as poſitive as: % - > © — 


Take my catholicons, or go to hell: 
te Expect no health but under theſe preſcriptions 
“ Firmly embrace my reprobating creed, 
Or be the reprobate thyſelf.” — Ah me, 
Is this thy language, erring man? Forbear ! 


* 


Check thy preſuming arrogance, nor dare 20 
To limit gragions/Heaven.. Haſt thou beheld 
The ſeald decrees, or read the rolls of Fate? 


Haſt thou to the arcanum privy been, 

Or fat in ſynod as a god, when erſt 

The high determination was, “Let us 0 

«© Make man?“ eee & This 
elect, -- 

That reprobate ſhall prove? — Rather attend 


To make thy calling and election ſure, 


Confult but reaſon; Reaſon' will atteſt, 


And truth will certify, that ail are w Rs 3 


Who dare confine Heaven's choice ſt attribute, 
ALMIGHTY Love —All ſuch, who diſſonant. | 
And fierce contending, vary from the courſe _ 
That ſacred chart directe, have miſs d the way; 
Perplex'd in folly's mazy labyrinths, LY 
And loft :—As all contending partizans, 

All fools, may be, who leave the track of peace,— 
Of pure fraternal love and tenderneſs, 5 
For noiſy diſcord and ſentential ſtrife. # 


Some, 


BOOK H. 

SoME, through the huſy cares ot Life, are driven, 
In ſordid ſearch of avaricious gain, 44 
To wide extremes, and clam'rous diſlonance, 
Till all their brain is vortical; and wreek'd—— 
They fink o'erladen. with anxiety! !? 
Others as madly ſpend, with idle toil, 
What their progenitors amaſs'd ene 
And find an equal recompenſe in fate.— 
So far'd old Roman fleets One caſt abrupft 
On Scylla's rugged rocks To piooes daſh'd, 
The ſhatter'd veſſel ſunk beneath the waves! 0 
Another, veering off a different courſe, 
Plung'd deep into Charybdis rapid whit), 
And fathom'd ſoon the vaſt PR : * 


ArrExp, my mule, to Candour's ſoothing voice, | 
Soft whiſpering benignly to the ear. 

« What though ſome wander in a devious way, 
Vet all are not, from Wifdom's chart eftrang'd 3 
There are who ſteer the courſe of Virtue, ſo 
As ne'er to deviate from her ſacred ſide. 
There are; and ſtill to ſuch the willing muſe 60 
Pours the indebted tribute of her praĩſe. 

Delightful taſk/!—Bat ah! more gloomy” ſcenes 
A while ſolicit the deſcriptiye lay; 

Reluctant ſhe obeys but Truth demands 
Her firſt regard, and clears her mental fight, 
_ While 
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While ſhe, in viſionary, proſpe&t, ſhews * 

Life $ Voyager, and reads * various n. 

| n we i Deſpots ki wide 
In all the horrid rage of tyranny 

And ravenous glut of war ſee ho they ſpread 2 

Terror and devaſtation wide around! 

Nor Juſtice ſits, nor Honour, near their helm: 

Fell as the untam'd Arab's race, they ſeem 

 Unſhock'd by acts of crueky, unmov'd 

By Conſcience' dictates !—ſome appear averſe 

To tenderneſs and pity's pleading tear! 

Another clan is ſeen, more hateful ſtill, 

Of petty-tyrants, with deſpotic ſway 

Faſt'ning their iron talons on the poor, 

Hapleſs the wretch who in their narrow bounds 80 

Fixes his habitation! Pity here 

Is ſought in vain, Theſe neither know to weep, 

Nor heed the widow's or the-orphan's plaint.— 

Such men ſtern Juſtice vows to place in front. 

When full-arm'd Vengeance aims the deadly blow. 


EqvAL to theſe are found—in politics— 
Men of low treacherous deſigns; inur'd 
To vulpine wiles ; deep {kill'd in blackeſt arts 
Of undermining policy and fraud: 
Mere cowards when deſerted ; but if ſtrong, 90 
Beware! when ſuch are lifted near the helm, 


They 


80 


OW. 


They 


LL 
They prove the nation's terror; and as ſure 
As prowling wolves devour the fleecy flocks, 


Or talon'd vultures awe our feather d race, 


So ſure do theſe, Britannia, fleece thy cotes, 
And bear the plume from off thy lofty brow:— 
Or worſe—ſow diſcord-through thy favour'd realm, 


Rearing the thorn of rancour near wr thy e 


Sokrz, on the "IN * of life, are 508 4 


By ſtrong contrarious guſts, der ſhallow founds, 100 


Unfathom'd deeps, and interpoſing rocks! 
Adown the torrent of Contention borne,— 
Bark joſtling againſt bark! a fatal craſh 


Oft-times enſues. The jarring crews conſignꝰd 


To Charon's boat, are caft on Pluto's ſhores. 


In Life's prepolterous Voyage you may find 


Harſh * ſons of Belial,” impudent, ee 
As churliſh Nabal. — Such will oft return 
The greateſt favour with unkindneſs . 


Impertinent as he; nor leſs ingrate: 110 


To friend and foe averſe! If right I deem, 


Some ſullen ſtar prefided at their birth! 
Yet theſe, indulgent to their own deſires, 
Though moſt penurious, freely gratify 
Some craving appetite; and kiſs the cup 
Of deep Intemperanee! Vile ſenſualiſts! 


Abandon' d of all good but love of ſelf ! 


6 WP" 
4 
2 


6 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
And love of ſelf, abus d, the worſt of 1 


There is. a race of gay convivial ſouls, N 
Reverſe of theſe in mental qualitie 120 


Veet near of kin as children to their ſires - 


For ſpendthrift ſons-from ſordid parents riſe! 
Theſe. launch in pleaſure's courſe beyond the bound 
Of ſober reaſon; and obtain the name — 
Of Epicures—a title of ſmall fame; | 
No more do theſe, like them of ancient Yate, 
From-whom their name deſcends, of AToMs dream; 
Myſterious confluence; by Chance nag 
In order, and to living ſubftances 
Wondrouſly fran'd,—More than a dupe were he 
That could believe ſuch old exploded ran 131 
Our modern Epicures. regard it not; 2 
More wiſe, and leſs inquiring, they deſpiſe 
The idle ſearch of viſionary truth, ä 

And place their bliſs in more ſubſtantial nt 
- vt W Providence is kind to all. 

Trough thoughtleſs Irreligion builds the a 
And Infidelity preſides within, 

The board with teeming plenty oft abounds, 

The vault with. cheering wine. Theſe gifts defigr'd 
By bovntzous Heaven Cexcite returns of love 141 
And gratefal thankfulneſs, are frequent turn'd 4 L | 
A bane io ſuch-infatiate appetites, 15 ,a 


Who only live to cram * with glut canine. J 


Milton. 


* HY 


Sublimd, by Bacchanalian revelsall.;, 1 


BOOK II. =: 
As deadly potions are from harmleſs plants 


And. uſeful minerals extracted, —ſo 


The choiceſt boon of lib ral providence, 


When ill apply*d, proves fatal—favors kill? 
Intemperance. deſtroys more human lives 


Than plague, volcano, famine, and the ſword. 150 
This truth has ne'er been queſtion'd. by the wiſe: 
Repeated-faQts proclaim around the world 

What yonder ſcene demonſtrates to our eyes 
Survey, my muſe, thoſe ſated epicures! 


Behold exceſs abuſing at their board 
The copious gifts of Heaven's indulgent handz 


While black Intemperance cvp-bearer unde, | 
And many a buxom goblet hands around; 

Till nature fails, o'ercharg'd to brock the wakes 
Theſe, captives made by every day's bequeſt, 160 


Obtain betimes an ample recompenſe: 
-Surfeit, Diſeaſe, and frail Infirmity, 


With arms enervated, dig up their tomb; 
Sudden they drop—nor live out half their Ow 1 
Thus oft the bark o'erladen meets the ſtorm, 
And ſinks down plumb beneath the — waves. 


Tun geg Voyagers marine appear 


+ 4 * * 5 


Rapt into faney'd but unreal bliſs, 1 
As the high- flavour'd juice „ Mean time 
Tue catch, the repartee, the Irightly joke, 171 

| £2 "3c Run 
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28 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Run round; and full-mouth'd laughter, echoing loud 
At every turn, :proclaims the * houſe of mirth.“ 


To every eye the ſparkling bowl appears, 


The nen glaſſes kiſs each willing hand, 

And ev ry heart atteſts the mighty j joy. 

Enthuſiaſtic Ardour flirts around, Gps 

And ſmiles on every brow Each ſeems; in turn, 
A demi-god ! felf-worfhip'd, ſelf-admiring, 
Applauded and applauding—how they glow 180 


In all the glee of gallantry, and wit 
Obſcene, unpoliſt'd puns, and humorous farce 


Of ribaldry and ſong.—Too oft, alas! 

Their cenſure on Religion falls, to ſhame 

The ſacred cauſe of Virtue ! But themſelves 

Muſt bear the ſhame, and weight, of fuch their 
crime. 

How little think they, chat a future day 

Is ſwift approaching, which will give their joys 

To heavineſs g, their mirth to ſadd'ning wo! 

What recks it them? The evil day” they ſlight, 

And put the thought of forrow far remote. 191 

Nor deem they that a filent hand, unſeen, 


Mlinutely figures down the vaſt arrear 


In columns long and large—a dread amount! 
A ſcore unheeded by the thoughtleſs < debtors" 


The Creditor < with uſury” demands 
All to be paid, to the minuteſt mite 


| + Nocet cmpta dolor Ec voluptas. OVID. 
| W Te 


z 


| 41.4 BOOK W117 29 
To priſon elſe conſigns the whole banditti, ? 

And who ſhall then unbar the grating deors? 

« Conſider his ye Bacchanalian clans: 200 
Ceaſe your mad orgies ! ceaſe the direful rites, 
Nor let Silenus triumptt in your train! 
You ſtill are men—let Reaſon reaſſunme 
Her vacant ſeat; and prove you ſtill are men: 
What mean thoſe unharmonious Wy un 1 
Loud and vociferous!*but void of art? 
What means my penſive muſe to preach to weſez 5 
As ſoon St. Anthony might fiſhes charm, 
Or turn to converts the ſurrounding rocks!? 


They fools, caroufing, drown each ſerious thought; | 


Let's live to-day :—to-morrow we may die,” 211 
Their favorite duet ſeems ! Heaven weeps to hear! 
Theſe barter Reaſon's ſober joys for what? | 
A vicious draught from Circt's cup—for- ſenſe 
Eternity's pure joys for dregs of time 980 
A moment's pleaſure for a date of Wo.. 


In the celebration of the Bacchanalia among the ancient 
Romans, the moſt daring outrages were committed under the 
joint influence of fanaticiſm and wine —till che Senate, by an edict, 
abrogated the feſtival. Cic. de Leg. L. 2. C. 11. And, by 
reaſon of the extravagance and profligacy attending ſuch aſſem- 
blies, ſome of the moſt daring Saxditt are, in every age, urged 
on to their unhappy fate. But the penalty here alluded to is 
evidently of another kind,* However, this remafk * juſtify - 
the uſe of the ter m, in its prefent 2 l 


Q. 35 N | Nor: 
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30 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Nox theſe alone—but all the giddy; bands, 
Careering 1n the ſlippery paths of Vice, 
Are culpable before Heaven's wakeful eyes, ? 
Yet, vain-delufive hope, they inly ſay, 220 
No eye beholds-us—* Heaven regards it not;“ 
And oft in wanton pleaſure's antic maze, 
Like fairy elves + in many an airy ring 
Dance their fantaſtic meaſures to the moon, 
With jocund Jollity. friſking around. _ 
Tip-toe! Too ſhort the day—their revelries- 
Invoke the ſuecours of the ſilent night, _ 
And then, but ill conceal'd ſuch odious guilt: 
Nor maſks nor pageant halls ſhall ſkreen it long 
?Tis then the {ons of Riot mnſter forth 230 
. | _, Their forces, and purſue the inceſſant: range 
£38 Amain— full fraught with petulance and wine, 
In Which vice enflames :—nor think they that unſeo 
i In the full cup the fatal poiſon lurks, 
b Delicious to the palate ; but at length 
'Þ It proves the ſluice of life, the bane of health, 
And'ſows the ſeeds of death. Thus oft in meads 
Where flowers luxuriantrear their ſprightly heads, 
The ſnaky- creſted viper lies canceal'd— | 
7 ' Darts on the hand that ravages their ſweets,, 249 
1 And deadly v venom to the ſoul inſtils. 


* 
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. Ezek. viii. 12. 
+ Alluding ta. > the pleaſures of a — 
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PRONE to the lap of lewd Licentiouſneſs 


The high-flown rabble throngs unweetingly, 


Regardleſs of the future conſequence - 
Libidinous the heart, wanton the eye, 


Leads to the Harlot's den. The cup of joy 


They ſwallow down, regardleſs of the gall.— 


Thus a proud galleon im the Helleſpont 


Steering amain, ſtrikes on a pointed cliff. — 5 
The ſhatter'd veſſel drinks the ruſhing tide— 250 
Plunges the vortex of the dang'rous gulph— 


Meets final ſhipwreck—and is ſeen ne more. 


Tos Libertines inceſſantly are toſs'd- 
Amid the mazes and perplexities 
Of boundleſs guilt and infidelity; + 
Their tilting bark, devoted to'the deep 
Is down a rapid torrent driv'n, o'er all- 
The ſhifting ſands. of inſtability, . _ 
Till barr'd by angry fate, or ſudden: daſh'd 
Againſt the rocks of error! Then'the-wreck, - e , 
Floating o'er all the foaming ſurge, appears 
In broken fragments:!—Such-their final doom. 
What doom can ſuch degenerate crews expect, 
Who fill no uſeful ſtation while on earth, 
But occupy the . ſcorner's chair,” intent 
To drive devotion from the tents of men? 
Their inſolence inſures their fate. Lo, there, - 


Incontinence and. ſteeld ſecurity 


oy _ Hoiſti 
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Hoiſt up the hov'ring flag aloft to Heaven 
As who would ſweep the conſtellations down! 270 
Anon ſome ſullen fiend, with furious guſt, 
Hurls them, preſumptuous, down, into the ſhades, 
Like him * who. fell upon the Lemnian ſhore! . 
There they, with worſe than iron chains, are and. 
Never to anchor in the port of peace. 
No advocates. for heav'n- born liberty 

Were they; but ſons of Vice, by paſſions pent, f 
And ſlaves to appetence. Their ſtate, at beſt, 
A ſtate of ſervitude, exceeding al! 
The Afric gallies and their galling oars:: 280 
But now, relentleſs puniſhment, though halt 
And flow of foot, o'ertakes them, of a caſt 
Superior far to that impos'd of old, 
By Pharaoh, on the choſen Hebrew. ſeed; 
Of burning brick, without affording ſtubble :- 
Theſe {till have ſtore of fuel for the flamej—. 
No great advantage in thoſe ſultry climes. | 
But worſt of all—and worſe can't be conceiv'd, 
No Exp to ſuch their. deſtiny. appears. Ore 
Could they but hope ſome very diſtant end, 290 


*. Vulcan. | 8 | | 

+ Thoſe who live under. he e e e Ll of pal- 
ſions, are ſervants, or ſlaves - and therefore are ent; not being 
free. SE „ | 
t — Tncedis per ignes 
Suppoſitos cineri doloſo. HoR. 


The. 
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The fiery noma with echoing joy would ring; 

The ſnaky furies 8 charm'd, would Jet uncurl; 

lion once more reſt upon his wheel, 

And Siſyphus forget his fruitleſs toil! ' © 

But Heaven has publiſſid the reverſe Adecree- oe 

Irrevocable; who ſhall dare Teverſe it?. 5 

Ye Libertines ! aſk not relentleſs fateec 

ce Why doom'd to everlaſting pain for crimes 

«© Of momentary date? Time kicks the cg of wa 
You ſay, © when balanc'd *gainft eternity.“ 230 
Tis granted ſo— But Time and Circumſtance, uk 

Againſt Puturity, plac d | pro and cn, 8 
Preponderate the ſcale an equal/beam—; - 

Where reſts the odds? What if the guile of Tim n. 

Bear no proportion to eternal pain; % R 991 

Vet guilt prolong d againſt ETERNAL 1 

 Unutterable, and mercy infinite, y 
In proud deſpite unto the ſpirit of x grace, 
And bold dehance of the Legiſlator * 


| Whoſe 
#4 i 
8 Milton h has introthitnd the Heathey Myihology.; into his di- 
5 vine poem: and better authority can hardly be followed, though 
at a diſtance. Beſides, a ſubject of this nature is repreſented in 
poetry, to far greater advantage, under ſuch images and = - 
- | . as the * n than 1 in _m and pat 


, * Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his Sade on the «« Ererhity r d 
Hell Torments,” cannot admit that there is any proportion 
bet cen temporary ſins and eternal puniſhments ; ; and therefore 
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Whoſe laws are built on equity—ſuch guilt 310 
Stands adequate, in Reaſon' $ equal —_ 


places the main Fores of his argument, for the conſiſtency of the 
thing with the juſtice. and goednels of God, in . The ends and 
l reaſons of Government which.require ſhck penalties as may, 
it it be poſſible, ſecure the obſervation of the law, and deter 
«© men from the breach of it.“ It muſt be admitted, there can 
be no analogy between temporal guilt and eternal torment, eter- 
nity being an extreme which will admit no medium of compa- 
riſon, therefore the propaſition cannot be proved à priori; but 
if we place the argument in another point of view, and add cir- 
cumſtances into the ſcale—Reaſon, unbiaſſed by prejudice, will 
ſoon diſcover that Gdd is true and righteous in his diſpenſations of 
eternal JUSTICE as well as MERCY, In addition to the argue- 
ment ſtated above, place the. good that was promiſed; againft 
the evil which was: threatened—conſider the ſalutary tendency 
of the threatning itſelf—The. equity and excellence of the Divine 
Law—the Majeſty and Authority of the Lawgiver—take a ſur- 

vey of- the infinite Love he has manifeſted in the recovery of 

mankind from their-original fall—confider, in conſequence of 
ſuch recovery, that eternal happineſs and miſery are matters of 
free choice, After all this, add into the ſcale. of Reaſon what 

it coſt the Redeemer to atone for human guilt—and alſo the: 

plain and eaſy terms upon which Salvation is now offered. Un- 
der · ſuch circumſtances, the ꝑuilt of obſtinate- infidelity and final 
impenitence ſeems to be enhanced to an infinite degree: and 
crimes. prolonged againſt Eternal Love. ſtand adequate to eter- | 
nal torment :: hence, in ſcripture, there is a. viſible diſtinction 
between the guilt and conſequence of any crime, ſimply conſt-- 
dered, and chat of final unbelief and impenitency: theſe being 
the ſource and completion of all'eytl, | 


To 


' BO OK, 167 mr 35 
To PUNISHMENT ETERN AL: See the one 
Preponderate againſt th'other, and own - 
That Gop is juſt,—Aſk not the Infinite, | 
«© What haſt thou made ?” or#* where is mercy fled?” 
This too preſumptuous were; and vain. Believe it, 
His juſtice, goodneſs, truth; · and equity, I 
Will ever ſhine unſully'd; -unimpeach'd, | 4 
And fully vindieate the Right, againſt . = 
The loudeſt clamours of the ſceptic foe— 320 ; 
And thoſe whom Folly prompts, —in reaſon weak 1 
And vain yet who would ſeem more merciful, 
More juſt than JovE—vile impotence of a 1 
Would turn: once more the maſſy key, and heav'ns! 
Th' infernal doors once more ſhould “ grate bu 5 
| thunder,” 
And let the priſoners . em high, 
To wage war yet inheaven! When men would ſeem by 
More wiſe than what is writt'n, their folly ſtares 
Full manifeſt in every face: — I leave | 
Them long Yenjoy their reveries, and turn a = 
Once more to yonder ſhipwreckd ſons of vice, = 
Where late we left them bound in Vulcan's chain. 
Whither is now their blooming Venus fled? . 
Where their lov'd Liberty ?—The phantom knew. 
No other reſidence beneath the moon, 
Save their ideal brain! There, only there, 


| Exifting ſolely. Now the ſpeQre's — | 
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True Liberty, unknowing theſe, avoid TD 


Their company. She viſits riotthoſe takes: 09 
Repentance there long ehides their def 1 
Deſpair grins horrible upon each face, 31 
And glares in every eye, rueful, aghaſt, I 
To fancy's ken ! What then to thoſe who feel 
The dire, dire twinges of her ſcorpion tailLv! 
Could they now barter lots with ſome, the wotſt 


Of criminals, that to the dungeon caft, . 


Are heavy: laden with the clanking dis; | 


How would they hug the- n 1 think tlent- 


- ſelves | | 
In heaven !” Twere bes i 'twere 
For them a privilege too high Yobtain.— 350 
What earth deems cruel ſervitude, below 


Were boundleſs liberty. Too vaſt for them 
Farth's ſmalleſt boon, —if aught accounted ſmall 


Where ſole-reviving hope benignly cheers 
The drooping heart Then only hell begins 
When ſhe takes flight for ever: doleful plight- : 


Of these forlorn ! What heart — . 


'TweRE happier- far to have been doom'd thro? 
Life | 


| To heathen SEEN RNs * af 8 led 


In nature's track, like harmleſs Indian rig 4 


Near Ganges, or Hydaſpes, far famed ſtreams, 


„Than 


8 
"OS * ** * 3 1 *» TR * ” 1 os 5 RY : 


rt ire... oe NS 
8 — 7+ 2” 
* 1 . * N e r os — ; I 4 
5 2 5 . F , * 8 2 
N LOND — E S 


19. 


lan 


Such daring Libertines, who darkneſs chooſe 


Fly from their horrid ſecret, O my ſoul, . _— 


BOOK II. _ 


Than from the ſacred paths of righteouſneſs "i 
To ſwerve with willing feet; to turn the ear | 
From reaſon's loudeſt calls; to-cloſe the eyes 
Againſt the rays of truth, divineft truth, 
Commiſſion'd from on high, with eridings 
Infallible, thence revelation-calPd, i 


In preference to light, are by that truth 


Which they deſpiſe, to outer darkneſs” doom d. | | 
Ir ſuch the fatal end of wicked men, 371 


And thou, mine Honour, at a diftance keep, 
Nor ever in their dire aſſembly j join. - 
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THE ARGUMENT; 

Deſcriptions of the Vayagers of Liſe continued, — vin. 
ATHEISTS, PAPISTS, UNITARIANS. — In theſ+ 
Repreſentations, Speculative and Practical Atheiſts art 
compared, and conſigned to an equal Fate : The mt 
notorious and daring Tenets of Ancient and Modern 

| Times reviewed, and exploded—the recent Trophies of 
Polemical Virtue, in a Dignified Divine, over the chuſ 
of Literary Heroes among Separatiſts, atigſted. — Vit, 
in cach colleflive Characler, is impartially- cenſurd, 
and Error reprimanded, - 
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BOOK. III. 
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Wie ſome to War aue the. toning: 

; lyre;. | 

And ſome the purer joys of Peace atteft; — 

Some ſing of Heroes weltering in blood 

A tragic ſcene ;—and ſome of Piradife* 

Regain- dA warring angels diſarrayid; J 

Some ſing the Seafons as they roll; and ſome 

Life, Death, and Immortality- —and Time, 

Than gold more facred—and the final ſcene 

When Time itfelf expires ; for me, tis mine | 

To counſel heedleſs man to fteer aright— N 

To warn Life's Voyagers to ſhun the gulph 
| | Of: 
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Of deep Intemperance and-Vice 3" avoid”. 

The fatal rocks of Infidelity, 

And clear the bark of Superſtition's weight 

And Error's inſolence; pointing the port 

Where happineſs preſides Divine intent; 
Thrice happy, could I counſel ſuch aright, 

To make the haven ſure. The pure intent: 
Accompliſh'd. well, in grave didactio ſtrains, 
Gains plaudits, not in earth alone, but heaven. 20 


As miners, with repeated toil, dig deep 

And move-the rubbiſh by, ere they attain: 
The precious ore; ſo trutk is brought to light 

By dint of Rèeaſon - reaſon unoppos'd 

To Revelation's bright celeſtial beams, 

And ſhines full clear to an attentive eye, 

Diſcloſing all che; dark eluſive plots _ 

And deeꝑ eoncerted ſchemes, which Error plans, 

To gain th'unwary over to her ſide: 

Vet ſuch ſne frequent gains: and ſuch the muſe 30 

In her next effort fings—A daring fleet 

Of Atheiſts, and of Infidels baptiz'd. 


Tres hoiſt their lofry fails, Preſumption' s hei ght, 5 
And ſeem to brave Omnipotence Walt: --. 
When ſleeps the calm: The Deity ! ! a joke 
aa Religion: all a farce a cunning ſcheme, ü 
4 By 
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By Prieſteraft plann'd,. and drawn from. un 
c views: 

Jo fleece the flock is. ſolely: it its dame 
<« Keep the wide world- in awe, and bind in . 
Of flaviſh.thraldom-freeborn-ſons-of light. 40 
Hail advocates of glorious· liberty! | 
The world you hope to free from eee feard, 


To chace the ſhades of Superſtition dark 
Remote, and ſhake Religion's galling yoke 


Forth of our neck: brave generous defign ! 


Lou ſcorn. by mean reſtraints to be confin'd, 


And bid'defiance to high Heaven; All hart! 
Yet vaunt not. Why, ſworn enemies to truth, 


Durſt you the deſperate adventure riſk) 


Of warring againſt Hea wn like Fityus old 50 


And his gigantic train? unequal ſtrife! 


I ſee your fate! I give you pity; ſtill, 


| Vain boaſters know, nor deem th' informant rude, 


Vour light is darkneſs of a Stygian hue, 
An ignis fatuus leading to the pie”: =; 
Gehenna, and the Satyrs + gloomy cells !. 
The battery you labouring raiſe, to ſtorm 
Religion's citadel, muſt back recoil, 
Impetuous, and'crufh the daring foe, 


You hope to free the world from needleſs n 60 


Fend hope; but vain as a deluſive deem 


* Quo moriture ruis? vias. 
+ Iſaiah, xxxir. 24. 
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Frail as the bubble, floating down the flood, 

That ſudden dies in air. Firſt free the ſhip 
From Conſcience guilty clamours : *twere a taſk. 
Superior to your ſkill! The Prince of hell, 
Proud domineering, pays the daring chiefs, 


Who; faithful to his intereſts, live and die, 
And durſt eſpouſe his cauſe in face of deuter. 2 


A greater recompenſe, in full arrear, 

Of vengeance doubly due: For theſe — eg 
In bold preſumption, all his daring peers! 

They firm believe and tremble. What muſt theſe 
For ſuch tranſcendant infidelity 


Receive ? Tis this this awful truth we know; 2 


Not half the kindling of th ALMIGHTY's wrath... 
Will ſoon conſume the ſtubble of the foe, 


Lo, there, his chariot-wheels drive on amain ! . 


And incens'd Juſtice rous'd to ſmoking ire, . 

Wakes up, to-meet the wretch, who dares deny | 
Th'exiſtence of a GOD !—Vile inſet man! 80 
A foe ſo frail he deems beneath his mark. 

Small conqueſt gain'd, for the OMNIPOTENT, | 
To mar an atom, or deſtroy a fly: 

Equal beneath his pond'rous tharideiwhocls 
A'mite—a world is cruſh'd.. Rous'd at his ire, 
Th'aſtoniſh'd elements revere his hand. 

The lightnings flaſh ! the thunders roar, aloft, . 
An awful clangour to the gaping floods! 

The bulging rocks, alarm'd, ſtart up their heads, 
TEES | -:- And: 


0 


ud. 


1. BO'QK» 38: 557 45 
And from the gloomy caverns of the main 9 


Reverberate the ſound with echoing,peal.! 


While Heav'n's hot thunderbolts fly wat abroad, 


The foreſts ſkip like play ful unicorns !* 


The lofty groves in reverence bow Punks | 


To ſhun the elevated ſtroke of Juſtice' arm 
Portending ſwift deſtruction on the fo. 


Earth trembles deep, from pole to pole, o erwhelud 


Beneath the pond'rous weight of human guilt; 
And, aw'd by Heaven's majeſtie voice, the hills 


And high pit'd mountains like a drunkard reels * 


In agitation, tottering beneath | 
His rapid car, whoſe might ho power withſtands.”” 


So quak'd Olympus when the gods came-down, 


As poets feign'd—ſo Sinai's ſummit ſhook ! 
Creation, groaning in convulſions, ſeems 
Anticipating pangs of diſſolution. 

Now let the Atheift rear his haughty creſt, 

And like Leviathan, devoid of fear, 

Furbiſh his awful blade, in bold contempt, | 
To meet the ſhining ſword of Juſtice—Ha! ' 1m 
See how he ſkulks his cover'd head in“ hold,” 
Moſt timid of the guilty-imps of vice, 

And dies mere coward-ere the ftroke deſcends 
Or Indignation forth its vials pours, 

Not equal pangs betide Elara's:ſon, | 


Bound to the rock, confign'd by incens'd Jovx, | 


* Pſalm. Xxix. 6. + Rom, viii. 22- 
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The Vultures'prey.—Laocoon was not ſeiz- d 
With mightier-terrors, when the ſerpents twain 
From Tenedos, voluminous and vaft, {gt 
Him and his ſons with poiſonous jaws devour'd ! 120 
'In Atheous men conſcience becomes a ſcourge, 

A © worm” that never dies; and ceaſeleſs preys 
Upon the vital parts like liquid fire, 

Ever confuming ! Ever unconſum'd:! 


SURVIVES the wretch, in'mercy's mild domain, 
Who dares, with iron front, in face of Heaven, 
Bid bold defiance to OMNiPoTENCE 2. 

The atheiſt is the man'!—the monſtrous man? 
The greateſt hero on the ſpacious globe:: 


The mightieſt hero! no- retract the term; 130 
The verieſt coward mid the timid crews 


Friend of the darkneſs, he the light abhors, 

And darkneſs too his conſcience car't ſuſtain“: 
Full-fraught with phantafies, he dreads his ſhade! 
Is this the high-flown rebel againſt Heav'n? | 
Such is the man; and ſuch are all Heaven's foes. 
Fate has decreed that ſuch preſumptuous crews 
Shall fink beneath the weight of helliſh crimes— ' 
Ignobly fink ! Aſk not how low ?—How long? 
Notation here extends its powers in vain: 140 
A Newton's art would fail. to. comprehend | 


" The 3 caſe of the author of the Leviathan. 


30 


ri 


Infallible-they cannot err! With hem 


Th' unboanded ſcience of futurity: . 


Nor can the boldeſt thought ſuch depths explore, 
Till gs ns the Wen ne 5 


renn difficult to 55 thy; who to prefer, 
Such de ſperadoes, or yon faitkleſs crews | ks 
Of Atheiſtic life: deluded, they ee 


Tilt on prepoſt'rous as a pantomime, 5 


Regardleſs whither — Whither Pit not a7: — 


Heaven is forgot, and all the prime concerns 159 
Of future bliſs and woe, The Deity | 
Preſides not in their thoughts. His ſacred name 
Is oft blaſphem'd by their unhallow'd bps, 
Irreverent His dread 1 is far remote. 

Without the aid of optics you may ſee 
Their veſſel gradual finking by its weight: 2 
While they, unconſeious of the fatal leak, 

Uſe no one e to ſecure the ſhip. h 


THAT otlier © Vloot,! with Prieficraf at the bela, 
And ſuperſtition by the compaſs conning, 160 
Makes much ado, boaſting aloud of high 
Infallibility ! and of. the keys 
To ſhut and open heaven! Of Peter's chair! 


Of ſovereign power on earth er all that live, 


Kings to depoſe, and heretics-to- burn, 
At will! Noble atchievments theſe !—Yet ſtill 


Evil 
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Evil-is render'd good; and barbarous deeds, 
Which nature ſhudders to. behold, are deem'd 
Moſt meritorious—rend'ring. ſervice meet, 170 
When Schiſmatics they-roaſt*! Survey em theres 
(Afar ſeen ſafely, hazardous approach) 5 


A numerous navy, bearing on amain, . 
What courſe old mitred Superſtition Dan, : 

To gain by ardent application crowns, - 

And thrones, on earth; but not a ſeat in heavens 
Great were the ſoul, and noble were the deed, 


Of the jir/? PROTESTANT Who burſt their bands. | 
Great minds to Superſtition ne'er. give place: 


*Tis conſcience and God s law control their eourſeꝝ 
And theſe are bands of mercy. / Reaſon here, 184 
Approves the yoke, and yields her neck ſubmiſs. 


Lagte, felleft InQu1 sI 10 ſtood on deck, 
A helliſh dæmon, black as hell at heart, ergy 


Though clad pontifical in pureſt white, 
With torches, furies, ſabres, at his fide, 
Wraeking his brain new toxtures to inflict! 
Heaven uſhers in with ſmiles the glorious morn 
Which ſees him firſt bound anger feck feoure, 


wo 11 — — 4 


80 Although i in the preſent age, we have no Smithfield — 
of {acrificing pious prelates to the reſentment of Superſtition ; ; 
yet, ſurely the religion which renounces not thoſe principles 


which ſubverted the very end and defign of Chriſtianity, and 


which laid the foundation of diviſion and diſcord Wy men, is 


ever worthy of the ſerereſt cenſure. 


Where 
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There rolling baleful eyes! with meagre jaws, 


He, hunger-bitten, gnaws his galling chain. 19 


Still buſy Prieſteraft, prompt on board, appears 


With bulls, beads, crucifix, indulgencies, 
Pardons, and diſpenſations for more fins, 


And countleſs lumber, nough to ſink a fleet, 
Or furniſh well a paradiſe for fools. 


L Old blear-ey'd Tgnorance ꝙ I ſee on deck, SN 


Rais'd into fair renown !—She idly boaſts 
Devotion ſprang from her abhor'd embrace: 

Vile infamy ! Tis Revelation gave 200 
Devotion birth, and Wiſdom is her fire: f 
But heavenly Wiſdom rarely here is ſeen. 


If old report be true, they bear in freight 


Huge bales of coſtly merchandiſe, to be transferr' d 
To Luere's wharf—a ſtaple fund of wealth 

Unto the ſkilful venders frequent found z 

Nor will they barter but for par of gold! 

The bales conſiſt of current, genuine, Works 
Of ſapererogation :” Treaſures rare! 
Deſpiſe them not in papal realms, Ah me? 216. 
How ſanctify'd the venders there appear! 
Prompt in confeſſions, ave-marias, creeds ! 

On Lord's or holy day, devout they ſpend, 


Forſooth, an hour—though cold perhaps at heart 


As kneeling ſtatues! then, the vulgar crowds, 
=y Ignorance i is the Nurſe of Superſtition, and- not the Mother 


| of Deyotion, as the Papiſt vainly inſinuates. 
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Homebound, return from maſs; unedity'd ; 
Unknowing what they pray'd; undiſciplin'd 


As callow-daws, and give their creed the lie! 
Their creed looks heavenward, but they row reverſe, 


And live a life the bane of their belief. 
Ah, too preſumptuous, thus to fan the flame 
Of Heaven's diſpleaſure; thus intent Yinſult 
Th'incenſed Deity by vain appeals, 

And ſuperſtitious rites}, and helliſh deeds, 
As though they did not heed his hotteſt ire ! 


The ſacred compaſs and directory 


Laying afide the Bible, conſcience, truth, 


And in effect their reaſon and their God; 


220 


Theſe caſt oer board, with bold preſumptuous hand, 


While with the knee they reverence, and pay 230 


Homage divine to creatures like themſelves 
Before the idol's ſhrine :—Idolatry 
Of ſable die !—T were eaſy to predict 


The coming ſtorm, The lip of Truth declares, 


| Inevitably ſuch one day muſt fink, 


Plung'd by the fierceſt blaſt of Heaven's diſpleaſure, 


So ſunk the ancient Tyre in height of pride; 
80 Babylon is doom'd one day to fall. 


2 At the ſame time that I expoſe the ſuperſtitious errors of 
the Roman Catholic Religion, I acknowledge that there have 
been (and doubtleſs are now) amongthem, men of genius and 


piety, who were ornaments to religion and human nature. 


Hor E's 


e. 
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Hors” s fabric, elevated on the ſand, | 
When blows the ſtorm, inevitably falls: 240 
And great, ſupremely: ts the fall 1 


Tunes, though they fall, have hops to burſt e 
bands, . 
And ſoar aloft, from out the Rad . 
To gain a ſeat in heaven. So Mulciber 8 
And all his numerous compeers, awoke 
By Satan's call, ſprang up, when welt'ring prone 
Upon the burning lake, and counſel held 
How to regain their former ſeat in bliſs; 
But fruitleſs their attempt, as fruitleſs theſe— 
Equal in ſtratagems, but not in power: 2350 
Theſe hope their dele will purchaſe Paradiſe; 
Or ſhould that fail, that Purgatory fires 


Will burn their bands, and purge their droſs aways 


Money with them unbars the ſacred doors, 1 
For Papal powers aſſum'd the golden key! 
Laviſh your purſe, and Peter's ſucceſſors 
Will let ye in; for pelf with them avails. 
If you in works of merit prove too light, 
They'll add their how ſtuff into the ſcale, 
And then, weigh up! ye cannot fail of heaven, 260 7 
Such tenets Rome, with ſober eraft avows! 
— Miftaken Catholics: In vain you buy 


S i. e. Vulcan, mentioned by Milton, . Ic L. 740. | 1 
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The pearl, reſerv'd in Heaven's prerogative, 
Alone, to give. Vain hope: Tis God alone 
Can cancel human crimes. Vour. gold is. held, 

In ſacred things aceurꝰ d It can't procure 

One cooling drop from out the chryſtal ſtream, 
To quench the tongue that, like a firebrand, glows 
With different heat from what ambition's rage 
Or fumes of Avarice did erſt inſpire; 270 
Nor can it forth from thoſe:tormenting flames, 
Where the proud epicure condol'd his fate, 
Releaſe the ſtruggling ſpirit to the Kies 

Ah no: the yawning gulph is fix d between, 
Unpaſſable. Chriſt's Vicar and the Queen 

Of Heaven ||, are unavailing advocates 
For freedom thence — and faithful Abraham; $ 

prayers, 

If he-for ſuch would interceed, tho? heard 

| More loudly at the throne of love than twice 
| Ten thouſand maſſes, here would fruitleſs prove. 
Nor can a bridge be pav*d, for paſſage thence, 281 
Like that o'er Chaos, rais'd by Sin and Death, 
From hell's dark confines to this nether world. 
Deluding Cardinals, in vain you talk | 
Gf Purgatory's purifying fires 
To purge out ſtains, for which tWatoning price 
Was pour'd ja vain:—no other ranſom frees 

From Sin's fad chains, nor that when paſt its date, 


A Roman Catholic title given to the Virgin Marv. 
. k * T 
No 
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I 1nthoſe dark realms, the vile more vile become, 


BOOK. III. | ö | 53 
.No vo flies can cleanſe and purify: Wo 


The crimſon ſtain of unrepented Crimes 390. 
When fled the lenient day of grace t—ah then, 


Th'impure ftill more malevolent, more fell, 
Ripening for their inevitable fate, 
And plunging deeper} in tabyſs of fire. 


Sve is the fate of thoſe pre fumptuous fleets 
Who ſteer with Ignorance and Bigotry, 
By Superſtition's chart, as Intereſt points, 
As Prieſteraft plans, or Prejudice directs: 
Such purchaſe death by their egregious lives :- 390 
Purſuing ſwift the ſhadows and the wind, 
Till blown tiiemſelves into Oblivion's gulph, 
Their hope, their intereſt, and their fame expire. 


80 fares | it (if the muſe prophetic ſings) 
With yonder: formidable armament 
Of Unitarian ſcribes! Who dare oppoſe _ 
Their boaſted confidence of blowing up _ 
Old Superſtitions fort with nitrous blaze? 
J oppoſe their boaſted confidence, there are. 
Who ſhew the will, but ſcem to lack the power; 
While to defend Religion's ſacred fane, 311 
The will and pow'r in Horſley both unite, | 
HE, like a hero of renown'd acclaim Lo, 
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In poliſh'd Greece or Alexandria Þ 

Arm'd, all invincible, by ſacred TRUTH, | 
With Eloquence and Learning! in his train— _ 

Sole victor: puts to flight their daring powers, 
And gains immortal honours by the deed: 

He fights for Truth; and Heaven” 5 anointed King, 

In future glory, ſhall award his crown. > 230 

While arguments and flowing eloquence 5 ; 
Glide down his page, like ever copious ſtreams, _ 
TRUTH triumphs! ERROR quits the field abaſl'd , 
And if not harder than the flinty rock, 

Conviction would ſtrike light into the ſoul? 

But Error's ever obſtinate; and hence, 

In ſpight of Truth and Reaſon, unreclaim'd. 

Illuſtrious Prelate ! now the muſe commands 

Muſic and eloquence to grace her ſtrain! 

Inſpir'd with more than patriotic lame! 330 
While more, farmore, than gant fame exalts 
The literary hero of her ſong! 

Reſcu'd by you, the Church 1 ſtands ſecure; 


Nor dreads the © de boaſt of nitrous grain 7, 
Aſſur'd 


+ Hlexandria i 18 Gonificant y introduced here as being the See 
of St. Athanaſius. This biſhop was ſuch a dauntleſs veteran in 
defence of orthodoxy, againſt the Arian and — N 

that the proverb became current in his day, 1 

« Athanaſius contra mundum!“ 


1 Alluding to a bold ſimile in Dr. Prieſtley s wW = in 
which he compares the effect of his writings to that of “ gun- 
| powder,” 


3 


bitt 


Aſſur d cha hell can't ſhake ] ner ancient ſcite, 
Nor all its daring chiefs for Heaven upholds 


Her venerable towers, and will protect 
The lofty domes, while Truth prefides within : 


Her prudent TEsTS no © Powers” ſhall abrogate, 


While You withſtand the Aliens dark deſigns. 3% 
'Tis godlike, thus, to join with Heav'n to ſave 


From. Treaſon's bold artillery her walls :— 


The facred walls, made vocal, would reſound 


The name of HonsLEy to the echoing ſkies ; 
And lo, the lining ſpheres ſhould catch the flame! 


Tairs daring crew, with inharmonious din, 
By ardour ſpur'd, to perſevering toil, 
Make loud pretence of bearing on with Truth; 


Tho' diving deep, as Acherontic ſound, 


In Error's black abyſs :—enkindling flames 350 
Of mad ſedition in a peaceful realm, 

To rage againſt themſelves! What recompenſe 
Theſe hope, twere hard to gueſs. No ſmall reward 
Can make amends for their deteſted deed! 
powder,” being laid by a grain and a grain under the foundation 
of the old “ building!“ 


$ This was written when the motion for * repeal of the 
Teſt Act was debated in the Houle of Commons. 


It is remarkable that not two Unitarians can be fv who 


appear to accord in ſentiment, The reaſon is obvious; they 


are bewildered in the labyrinths of metaphyſical Arguments, and 


| loſt 1 in the mazes of error. 


W4 | They 
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They ſell the MA sTER's intereſt too low, - 
If not for more than the firſt Traitor Him, 
Who with a kiſs betray'd the ſacred life 

Of Lamb-like Innocence to helliſh hate : 
Theſe too betray his ſacred truth and honor, 


And murder pages of the living Code ! | 360 


Religion turns appall'd; and inly groans 

Beneath their ſacrificing knife; and ſpurns. 

The ſable maſk of treach'rous friendſhip, theſe, 
Iſcariot like, for doudtful purpoſes, 

So cloſely wore z till late, the viſor ſeem'd 

Nigh caſt aſide! when, like the Jews, they Kiſgd 
Their Maſter*, in derifion., and durſt rail 

*Gainſt dignities, —unlike the pow'rs beneath. 
Ihe ancient Traitor lucre ſought: and ſoon, 
'Foo ſoon, the booty ſought acquir'd. But theſe 
Some nobler prize purſue Perhaps the helm, 371 


In Church and State, attracts them! 9 tis 


fame, 
That idle badge of Gngularity, 
That kindles ene, in their ſanguine : ſouls 4 


* The King. | 
+ Alluding to the notorious Hand-bill which was. the er 


of the late unhappy riots in Birmingham; and which, beyond a 


doubt, was penned by ſome red-hot e of Unitarian prin- 


ciples. 
1 The ſoul, 3 to the principles of their philoſophy, is 


a ſabſtance which, when we die, will turn to a mephitic vapour; 
and therefore, the epithet is not il applied. B 
| | | y 
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By each new-fangled effort, theſe would ſtrive, 
In ethics, politics, Theology, 
T” acquire their end: —vainglorious thirſt of fame! 
And how they will ſucceed, that record ſhews : 
« HE that exalted fits, enthron'd, ſhall laugh; 
« The Lonxp himſelf ſhall have them in derifion.” | 
Such the effect of their preſumptuous toil 381 
T'undeify the © Lord's anointed,” who 
Supreme, on Sion's hill, for ever reigns. _ 
Pride made the ancient ſcribe deny his king 
Tis pride that works the Unitarian's fall: | 
That more than mortal foe wag'd war in heav'n, 
And hurl'd down from the chryſtal battlements - 
A © fon of morning” to the realms of night. 
Theſe chiefs, however helm'd, who durſt oppoſe 
Their mightier, from every feeling heart 390 
Extort forth pity rather juſt diſdain, 
Confidering what love they turn to hate. 
Such, Julian like, the Galilean king 
Muſt own their 4 vanquiſher, and brook his i ire. 
Theſe, ſeeming wiſe, but fools in fact, deny 
The God that bought them“ They aſpire 
To undermine the Church, gainſt which the gates 
„Oft hell ſhall not prevail;“ and toil to raiſe, _ 
In contradiction proud, aloft to heav'n, 


_ + Viciſti Galilze! ſaid Julian the Apoſtate. «O Galilean! 
chou haſt overcome me.“ 


1 9 A temple 
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'i4 8 A temple to Conrvs10n dedicate, 400 
1 In which, exalted, Exxon fits inſhrin'd. 5 
Church, apparatus, they durſt leave for this, 
F To proſecute the arduous deſign. 10 
as How ftable, how ſublime, the pillars ſeem! 
Nor ought ſuſpe& they the foundation falſe: 
Tho” deem'd impregnable, Time yet will come, 
When down the fabric all, with ſudden craſh, 
Rebounding, lays them in the ruins deep ! 
Where then the bold calumniators'$ ?—Bold 
Indeed, who durſt deny divinity 410 
To God's Eternal Son! whoſe name is hai'd, 
All heaven throughout, with facred eloquence, 
And proftrate adoration, as beſeems | 
The Father's choſen Heir, by whom all things,” 
In heaven and earth, “ confiſt;” to whom belong 
Creation's and Redemption's glorious works: 
Sole Prince of honour, worſhip, and renown, 
Well it becomes the dazzling cherubim 
To chant his praiſe, till heaven's orcheſtra r rings. 
No pipes diſcordant to that ſacred choir 420 
Shall gain admiſſion at the hallow'd doors. 
He keeps the keys 1. Shall theſe then enter in, 
His truth blaſpheming, to traduce his fame 3 


§ The Socinians ſtand convicted, by the cleareſt atteſtations 
and evidences of Revealed Truth, not of calumniating the cha- 
racter of a man, but of derogating from the honour of a God. 
+ Apoc. i. 18. Where for hell, read hades, i. e. the n. 
regions of happineſs as well as miſery, 
| | — They 


And all the Heathen join the tuneful choir, 


10 ww. 
— They firſt muſt dip in that divine ATONEMENT, 
Which now is deem'd of none effect at all. 


Surpriſing infamy !—Blaſft their deſigns, 


Great God; and make their folly manifeſt, 


Like Jannes old, or Jambres , who withſtood, 


Leſs impious far, a far leſs dignify'd. 
Awake, Jehovah ! ſpeedy vindicate 430 
The honour of thy ſacred name, Thy truth 
Is queſtion'd, and the glory of thy Son 
Preſumptuouſly eclips'd and circumſcrib'd 
In Error's proud opinion: Not in fact. 


Still his Cys like yonder ſun, 


Shines clear o'er all the darkneſs that ſurrounds 


Our hemiſphere; and ſhall for ever ſhine. 


When he, encircled with his ſquadrons bright 
Of Seraphim, in judgment ſits ſupreme, 


Then ſhall the Godhead blaze effulgent beams! 440 


Before that awful period dart THY rays 
Direct, with full conviction in their ſouls ! 


Recall them erring as thou once recall dſt 


A perſecuting Saul, at war with heav'nt_ 


Recall them once again to THY Sheepefold, 
To own the SHEPHERD's voice, and hve his praiſe, 


Conquer the world by thy victorious love, 


Till that dear name on which the Chriſtian dwells 


Enraptur'd, that dear name reſounds the earth 
Throughout, in ſacred concert with the ſkies, 450 


4+ Egyptian Sorcerers. 
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THE 
VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Preliminary Ob ſervations reſulting from a cur fory Re- 
view of the Scenes drawn up in the preceding Books, 
Addreſs to the Gay, Apology to Wits, An impor- 
tant Query flated ; ; and reſolved into a Deſcription of 
the Chriſtian's ſometimes narrow Paſſage to the Re- 
gions of Purity, and of his Fortitude and Divine 

$4: Support in the Caſualties attending it. From the pre- 

7 ceding Conſiderations are naturally introduced general 

| and more particular Directions and Cautions to both 

N | | Sexes (the Lovers of Pleaſure particularly) to proceed 

F | in Safety through Life's precarums Voyage, —This Bok 

4 } | cloſes with an Adareſs to a Lady, whoſe amiable Vir- 

* j  kues are noticed as a Pattern to the Sex, 
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T HE 


BOOK IV 


S when the curious traveller obtains 
Some ſignal eminence, and on the r 
Of hill or promontory ſtands ſecure, | 
(Montſerrat , Teneriff, or Feniſterre, 
Or old Herculean Abyla &, beheld 


+ Montſerrat, a famous mountain, in the principality of Ca- 
ralonia, which is ſo broken and divided into a great number of 
ſpiring cones, that it ſeems, at diſtant view, to be the work of 
art, Its ſituation is admirably adapted for contemplation and 
retirement; and for many ages it has been the habitation of 
monks and hermits, who vow never to forſake it. | 

Mount Ayla, one of the Pillars of Hercules, on the Ala g 
can ſhore, in a clear day may be ſcen from the ſummit of the 5 
rock of Gibraltar. 
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O'er Afric's ſhore from off th' Iberian rock) 
Commanding all th'horizon round, he cloſe 
Applies the ſight invigorating tube, 

And many a creek, and many a ſhore ſurveys, 


With many a paſling and repaſſing fleet, 10 


In ſtately proſpect ſeen: and floating round 
Some ſolemn wrecks deſcrys, exciting pain. 
Ev'n ſo the muſe, with penetrating eye, 
Obſerves the moral ſcene. She reads the names 
Of ſome, recorded in the rolls of fame f 

By their own virtues (beſt remembrancers) 
Secure againſt the wreck of time or fate. 

Some has her fancy ſeen exalted high 

Above the firmament and all the ſtars, 

In lights unſufferable blaze! On ſcenes 20 
Like theſe ſhe pores delighted; but too weak 
Man's mortal orbs to brook ſuch ſplendid rays. 


What other ſcenes the mule ſo late ſurvey'd, 


Are in full frequence ſeen, by all who pry 
Far o'er the ſurge of Life's tumultuous waves 
She ſaw proud navies, hoiſting up their flag, 


High hovering, © DEF1ANCE To THE skiks 


Like fam'd Titanian giants, bearing on, 


What courſe Ambition or Preſumption plann'd, 


With daring prow, to ſtorm the tow'rs of heaven. 30 
Regardleſs of the laws and diſcipline 
Of ſacred Truth, and adverſe to its chart; 
Traitors to heaven's ſupreme anointed King! 

I; No 


ROME. 1 


No common fate awaits the daring deed ! ' 
From Life's fair book, behold their names eras d! 


Then fee them hurl'd into the realms of night, 


Beneath HIS Ire whoſe * they diſown'd ! 


From ſcenes ike theſe improvement may begain'd, 
Improvement too in virtue (choiceſt boon) : 
For ſmaller gain men ranſack earth and ſeas; 40 
Oft plough the wave, and reap the ſedgy weed. 


INDULGE, ye gay, awhile, the ſcrious ſong! 
Excuſe the muſe if with officious care 


She ſeek to reſcue from the waſte of time 


* * 


Your fleeting day; nor let her notes offend _ 
Your nicer ear, though ſometimes ſtudious more 
Of uſeful truth than ſweeteſt minſtrelſy. | 

The cooing ſtock-dove knows not melody; 

And yet, I oft have heard her plaintive ſong. 

Well. pleas'd; 'tis nature's voice, and nature knows 
By artleſs notes to pleaſe the judging ear, . 
Well choſen diſcords add to harmony 


New grace, when mingled, at fit intervals, 
Skilful, among the bold reſounding chords; 


Juſt ſo, the dulce utile, combin'd 
In flowing periods, ſtrike the feeling fenſe, 
And gain admiſſion to th'enamour'd ſoul. 
A Nature form'd the human mind 
; Enamour d 
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Enamour d of her ſweet variety, 
And every variation gives delight, 60 
So with new luſtre ſhine the golden beams 
Of Phoebus, when from forth a ſable cloud 

He pours his radiance o'er the filver waves, 
And gleams upon the burniſh'd rocks and towers. 


'WaxeE; Bain From thy faced cell 
Riſe rapt in weeds, with round thy hoary head 
A cloud encircling deep its radiance : Come, 
O come, and point what courſe by wiſdom's chart 
To fteer, beyond the glance of vulgar eyes, 
To thoſe bleft realms where Peace and Safety dwell, 


'PxocteD, my muſe, in concert with the Jute, 71 
Or ſounding lyre. Nor, ye conceited wits, 
Whom none can pleaſe, condemn the ſober ſong, 
Becauſe inſtruction echos in the ſtrain: | | 
Nordeem the muſe forth wand'ring from her ſphere, 
Of old the holy prieſt and bard were one ; 

Their ſacred ſtole and office did accord. 

Nor wonder the miſcarriages of Life 

Should animate the muſe to diftate :—Still 

Let modeſt Virtue's ear attend the lay, 80 
While grave advice, and caution ſuitable, 
Reſulting from the former ſcenes, ſhe draws. 


And 


BOOK IEV. 67 
And firſt, an obvious query ſhe propounds E | 
To all LAY 5 e eg of * import. 174411 


« Te fuch the various fates atteading Life, 
& And ſuch the track by erring men purſu'd, 
„How ſhall the CHRISTIAN form his lan 
courſe 20 7 
And Wen mee in 'triomph 6 o'er them all Ic! 
A QUERY 0 itntplobthnt to the wiſe, 
Demands attention from my willing muſe j 90 
While reaſon and experience both nn Sos 
With revelation, to define 1 n, 


Tus Chriſtian's courſe is oft a brd ſtraight 
»Twixt Life's beſetting ills—a gloomy train ! 
Survey that ancient chart, and mark what rocks 
Of Difficulty hugely ſala around! "953 
His * expedition erſt, renown'd in ſong, 

Who ſteer'd illuftrious from Fheſſalian ſhores, 
Combating Danger in a thouſand forms! _ 
With ardent reſolution fir'd, to bear 100 
The golden pride of Phaſis far remote— | 1 255 
Which gilt thiArcadian plains: an emblem faint” 
Of wha the ancient Chriſtian dard Youtbrave ! 
His Life, though harmleſs and devoid of guile, 
A ſoenè of conflict with a thouſand ills ; 

* Jasox. | 


His 
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His "OE a pure receptacle of grace, 
Breathing habitual courteſy and love, 
Large as the ample heav'ns, was doom'd on earth 
Of ſmall account, and ſpurn'd by Ridicule. 
Though every moral, every ſocial flame, 110 
VDnited, ſhone with ardour in his breaſt, . 
An ardour felt in heav'n and cheriſh'd there; 
Though every excellence combin'd to claim 
A debt of pure regard to merit due; 
Vet, ſtrange to tell, how often in. thoſe times 
Of heathen ignorance was ſuch a ſaint 
A mark for Enmity, with levelPd aim, 
And aſpect fierce, to throw her .poiſon'd lance 27 
But fee where meek and dove-like Innocence, 
With ample ſhield, wards off the helliſh darts; 120 
Or forth extracting the malignant bane, 
Pours in the wound the. healing balm of peace 1 
The Chriſtian. ſo ſurmounted all their rage. 
His inmate gueſts. were plain Sincerity, 
Unſully'd Truth, and Conſcience ever clear. 
No cloud ot guilt o'ercaſt his peaceful mind. 
A conduct unimpeachable bequeath'd 
A luſtre o'er his life and tochis death 
Renown : for Virtue never dies! Like pearls, 
It ſhines ill brighter with revolving ſuns— 130 
Ennobled more to future ages borne ! 
And oft the relics have been ſacred dend, 
When dead the ſaint, who living was. deſpis d. 

With 


BOOK IV. 


With patience, and with fortitude divine, 
The Ch riſtian has been known to weary out 
The malice of his foes; and reſpite gain, 


7 


Becauſe new means of torture there were none 


When all that Satan could deviſe prov'd null, 
And all his agents ſhot their bolts in vain. 


Nor is at ſtrange that one ſhould chaſe. a hoſt * 140 | 


When G0 is on his ſide to burſt their bands; 
Or make his ſervant triumph oer their rage: 
And though he fall—he falling wins the day. 

So fell the Nazarite in Gaza's walls; | 

And ſwiſt deſtruQtion burſting o'er his 2 

One mighty ruin * they: all. 


7 * 


Nes of aun ins e the Cult amount. 
To heathen Greece or Rome; more recent times 
Tincturd with darker ſhades the gloomy ſcene. 
Survey the Chriſtian's courſe few ages paſt = 150 
Lo !—Pity trembles to behold afar 
Oppreſſion's ſons, by Superſtition armd 
With bright Vulcanian ſwords from hell, and led 
By Perſecution's horrid clans thro ſcenes 

Of ſlaughter, blood, and flame ! — Theſe all 


combin' d, 


Deut. xxxii. 30. 


+ Alluding to the many horrible and a Moody nerfvcuriony, 
inflicted under the helliſh rigours of tyrannical popes and ſu- 
per nn 


To 
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To rob the Chriſtian of his liberty 

And life—all that of him could die: But now 

Theſe, manacled, can only gnafh their teeth, 
Not having power to bite - except the chains 

That cramp them down to the triumphal car 160 

Of liberty? Long may they there abide, | 

And curs'd be he that ftoops to let them free. 

Searce worſe than thoſe, in feats of old renown, 
Were the huge jaws of gaping Acheron ,, 

Unfolding deep, Alecto to devour! - - 

AleQo's ſelf, n more a fury frown'd ! 


Hean EL or do I data die G0 DH) 
The dolorous plaint of ſome lone Voyager, 
Inquiring where the courſe of ſafety lies. 
Intent the rocks of Danger to eſcape, 170 
And ſafely gain heaven's calm pellucid port? 
To ſuch a one *tis meekly thus reply d: 


IxTENTIONs honeſt, and an upright aim ; 

Of doing good,” and ſerving God ſincere, 

As reaſon guides, and © pure religion” prompts, 
Procure our preſent and our future peace : 

Mercy and kind Benevolence, purſu'd, 

Lead up to Paradite :—chiefly regard 

Faith and good works:” theſe, when adjuſted well, 
Duly proportion'd in an equal ſcale, ; 100 


* Zneas, L. 7. 


g Like 


DOK. E 
Like ſail and ballaſt, counterpoiſe the —_—} | 
And brook the ills that human life ſurround: 
With Piety exalting high her ſails, 
And Virtue ſitting ſtedfaſt at the helm, 
Bear on, what courſe unerring Truth direQs, 
To gain the port of peace. All ſuch as ſteer 
Aright, the fair celeſtial beach ſhall gain. 
Their ſacred vanes-ſhall catch the kindly gale. 
Of Heaven's complacency, and bear o'er all 
The ſhifting ſands of Inſtability, - 1090 
The ebbs and flows that toſs this various ſcene. 


Vain is the man, who hopes ſecure to ſteer 
Oer Life's proud billows, while deyoid of grace: 
The rectitude of heavenly grace ſecures 
The port of heav'n. ban greatly err, who ſteer 
Unled by genial TRUTH's unerring ray. 

Truth is our pole- ſtar. Truth our index too *, 
Pointing the eourſe direct to Paradiſe: 

No other courſe gives probability 

To ſtand aloft on the ao base. | 200 


* Parabolical and proverbial ſayi ings are never meant to 
| hold in all the particulars. The meaning is, 
By the light of truth we purſue truth. 
Dr. Voung has an expreſſion of this kind, um foreign 
from critical exactneſs. 
I am the pilot, I thy proſp'rous * 
Tre 
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THE man deyoid of Truth, in Life's proud wave, 
Has loft his compaſs—knows not where to Aber 
A random and uncertain courſe he takes, 

Vet ſtill preſumes he makes his paſſage clear, 
 Tho' danger ſtride the helm: — O blind to fate! 
He bears amain down to the Stygian ſhores; 
And, daſh'd upon the rocks of Error, finks — 
So wreck'd the mariner of old, when Night, 
Wrapp'd up in triple tempeſts,-clofe conceal'd 
Hleav'n's glorious luminaries; veiling deep 210 
The ſtedfaſt Cynoſure* renown'd at ſea ; 
Caſtor and Pollux, and the Major Bear, 
Ere yet th' attractive magnet taught what courſe 
Jo ſteer around Sicilian ſhores ſecure, 


Won p you, Eugenio ! covet to ſecure 
An intereſt in the MASTER OF THE STORM ? 
Invoke protection at his ſacred ſhrine : 
Would you the ſober courſe of ſafety ſteer ? 

Make Virtue's favourites your choſen crew; 219 
The wiſe, the good, th' experienc'd, and the brave; 
Announc'd by ſeers, “the excellent of ch'earth;“ 
Then ſteer with theſe the courſe the maſter plann'd, 
Not deviating from his ſacred chart, 

And ſure bs ſnall all your courſe attend, 
Till ſafely anchor'd in the port of peace, 
You ſhare the greetings of celeſtial Joy. 


* A ſtar near the North Pole. 


Mean- 


Hos W,. 


Mean time let Prudence dictate to your ear; 5 

Form a true eſtimate of human life: _ , 
Its ebbs, its flows, and various incidents 
Prepare againſt with caution: and betynes ' 230 
Weigh well each good, each ill to counterpoiſe 

As in Aftrza's balance, Meditate, , - _ 

And plan the courſe of wiſdom. Do. ont en dee 
Life's bay untutor'd, uninform'd alike i 

In diſcipline and good oc ο 

Like ſome higb-Aoun intoxicated braia 

Afloat on reeds in hope to croſs che gulph. 

From precedent learn prudence. Keep in view | 
The num'rous rocks, ſo fatal prov'd by all. 
Who ſteer the courſe of bold Impiety, - . . 240 
And dare to ſhun their track. Be cautious! mark 
Where wis k men err'd. That courſe avoid, intent 
To glean advantage from the worſt miſhap _ 

Of .eminence,—Such wrecks ſtrike up a light 

Which, like a Pharos ſhines, full many a agent 

A caution clear to ſhun the fatal cliff!? 

From Vice screws bear adverſe. Seak. to gain 

In Wiſdom's chart ſuperior excellence: 

The beſt avidity is wiſdom's thrift; 2705 
Herein is no exceſs. Be timely wiſe: 1 
Chooſe an experienc'd mate: ſuch will afford 
Good ground of ſafety in the threat' ning ſtorm. 
Make plain Sincerity your boſom friend: 
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74 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
He will ſtand by when dangers ſtalk behind, 


Or threat' ning terrors meet, to ſhield your brenſt. 


Let meek-ey'd Piety your ſteps attend, 

While lovely Charity the cabin cheers, 

And grave Devotion keeps the cloſet-door. 
Diſmiſs all wayward paſſions : Such can ſerve | 
Only to bear you adverſe from the port. 260 
Let Magnanimity your courſe conduct, 

For honour waits on magnanimity. 

Let reaſon too your every ſcheme project, 

And diate to your ear. One counſel I 
Impart, It is an oracle! attend; | | 
Keep old blunt Honefty cloſe by your fide 2 

A truſty Tax in every rugged mn: | 
“ So fafely ſhall each various ftorm befriend, 


&< And waft you bounding o'erthe deep Profound; 
cc Oppoſing rocks, in vain obſtruct your courſe, 270 


To lame your paſſage to the realms of Love.“ 


Wir thefe embarkdſteer on the ſteady courſe 
Of Rectitude on no amours, but ſuch 5 
As honour vindicates; and ſuch the eye 
Of Heaven approves, and ever will approve. 
This friendly caution, my Eugenio, mark! 
(The hint my muſe appropriates to all, 
Who ſkill'd can read the moral of her lay) 5 
Veer off your courſe afar from Circe's haunts, 

| Tg And 
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And ſhun her gilded cup—The Cyclop's caves 280 


Not more diſaſtrous than her gloomy cell. 
Approach not nigh the threſhold of her door, 
Leſt you, a hapleſs victim, ſnar'd, ſhould fall; 
Nor riſe hy ein to bemoan en . {OT 


Tui every 8 extilleticn cas 
Or ftrive YVexcel; Ambition's virtue here. 
With goodneſs wiſdom, zeal with candour j 1 
Courage with meekneſs and fidelity. 
REL1G1ow' claims the empire of the mae, La] 
The open liberal heart, where Truth and Ness 299 
Erect their throne, and hold co-eval reign. 
Her lenient voice I hear admoniſhing, 
With wiſe intent from wild extremes keep clearz 
As from the brow of ſome Vulcanian cliff, 
& Pouring out fire and ſmoke, the mariner, 
6 Aloof, bears many a league before he ſeems 
« Secure. Affect no ee 
« Ori innovations, in Theology; 
And no vainglorious track to fame purſue, 
Like ſome who in the airy regions tour $00 
To fax th' aſtoniſh'd multitudes agape, 


L 


« As —— they coaſted me How far 


6 below 


* Nil mortalibus 22 eſt; 
Calum ipſum petimus ſtultitia. Ho. 


r 


When, 
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646 And fraQtur'd ſkulls conelude th? Wee ſcene. 
So hold .cccentric flights are hazardous, 

5% Purſu'd, beyond the certain bounds: of Truth, 

«© To Speculation's airy pinnatle 5— 91,1 4p 
« Then boundleſs errors in full proſpet ml * 


os e ae bald + 41) 
Another Babel to o'ertop the clouds, 3810 
And lift us to the regions · of the ky ! 293 
But when wewake, and Reaſon reaſſumes 

Her native ſeat the fabric proves a dream: 

The airy, viſkons-die—Keep footing firm, 
Plume no preſumptuous wing till Providence 
Looks down, and lifts you up: Till then, n, 
No wild fanatic flights to enterprize | 
With giddy Fancy or with Novelty :— 

Though firm the head, by ſoaring to obtain 

Some ſignal eminence—thence poring down, 329 
A dizzineſs enſues—aend oft a fall. | 
So fell Apollo's image, rais'd at Rhodes 

By Chares to command the voice of Fame, 

And Earth in deep convulſions trembled round. 


Lavncn forth, Eugenio, with a brave intent 
To ſeize that diſtant port, * whence ing 


* Fortiter occupa 
 Portum, Hor. 8 
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We gain illuſtrious treaſures, of a caſt 
What India's glittring gems as far outvies 
As pearls outſhine the pebbles on the hoe. 
Ply every oar, and hoiſt up every fail, 330 
To make the port where WIS Dont frts ſupreme; 
And buy her merchandize A matehleſs freight 
For future years, and ages yet to come: 
Wiſdom is far more durable than pearls: 
Of higher wortk than all the filver mines 
Of rich Peru: More delicate her ſweets, 
More grateful to the ſoul, chan to the fenſe 
Delicious fruits, or odourous gums, that breathe 
Their ſpicy gales from fragrant Araby +, £1 
Her mart abounds, farpaſfing all on earth, 340 
With riches durable, unfading gems, | 
And delicacies of immortal guſt, 
The ornament and fare of all her ſons. 
Saw you yon fleet of worthies * launch d before? 
Their chart obſerve—and ſteer for Witdom's port; 
Nor fear, like them to gain thiilluftrious mart. 
Like them, let Fortitude, with helmet firm, 
Protect your brow, and Patience ſhietd your breaſt, 
With ſuch concomitants you ſafely fleer, 
Superior to the inſults of the foe ! 350 


+ Arabia Felix. 
* Alluding te the laudable examples of ſuch, who, in their 
lives, have been eminent for goodneſs and virtue. 


: 5 | „GG.... 


78 THE. VOYAGE: OF LIFE. 


Pirates; a helliſh train! may chance t alarms. 
| Your treaſure lies ſecure beyond them all, 
Hid * in the haven where the bleſsd 3 | 
— There loud conflicting tempeſts, and alarms 7? 
To combat ceaſe ; and all the train of wrongs, 
And dark diſaſtrous 1lls, diſturb no more, 
Which i in * 8 . po the lot of all. 0 


1 7 
4 


Nox are our 1 ſex 5 ee 12120 
To bear the inſult of Life's rugged blaſt; 
Or worſe, expos'd to the more treach'rous gu 360 
Of proud Proſperity's deluſive gale 
In each alike, the /ofter ſex combine 90 ＋ 
To face the dangers, and ſuſtain the toils, 
To court Life's pleaſures and ſupport its ills. 


© 
jt} 4 
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PAR DON the muſe, ye ſoul-inſpiring Fair, 

If ſhe, regardful of your welfare, fing a 
Full cautious, knowing well your mother Eve, 
Though fair, and fortify'd in every part, 

As any of her gayeſt daughters, err d. 1 

Believe the muſe; none are infallible; 370 

From her no ſtain your delicacy dreads, 
Nor ſhall ber counſels pain your nicer ear. 


* St, Paul. 


Dorn 
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Dorn pleaſure * woo with her attractive charms 
Your ſanguine heart, Haughtilla? There-ſhe ſtands, 
Ah me, ſmiling deleQable! But why _ * 
Muſt treach'rous Vice fit pilot at the helm? 
I ſee, aloft on deck, a medley train 
Of fond attendants, Vanity. the prime: 
Convivial Joy with eyes emitting fire, 
And laughter-loving Mirth with ſocial . 280 
And prompt Deception glib with flatt ring lies! 
But hammock'd under deck, you may deſcry 
Lank Penury, Remorſe, corroding Grief 
Sullen and ſad, with ſable: Melancholy, 
Pouring many a plaint :—and of their train 
Perchance are frantic EY and Deſpair !. 
All theſe are PLEAsURE's mix'd concomitants,, 
In tatter'd. weeds—or filken-veſtments clad, 
Carouſing to the mood of various airs,. _ | 
Alternately, as Grief or Joy inſpires... 390 
But Happineſs, immortal Pleaſure's mate, 
Never ſets foot on deck where theſe reſide. 


* Dr. Your! in his Night Thoughts, Bes repreſented the 
pleaſure reſulting from Virtue in a moſt ingenuous manner. 
The Author hopes, at leaſt, to eſcape cenſure” for this friendly 
effort, to caution and guard inexperienced youth againſt the 
pleaſures" of Vice. And ſurely the love of this- prevailing paſ- 
hon cannot be too warily cautioned againſt, by every wellwiſher 

to the welfare of ſociety, every lover of the intereſts of either ſex. 
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Their queen * I cenſure—yer of treaſon clear ii 
And thus, in brief, her pedigree relate. 

Deriv'd from Comus, of Circean line, 

Nurs'd up by Vice, and tutor'd by Decent, 

She ſeems at diſtanee ſprightly, playful, gay, 
With ſmiliagTooks, and amorous treſſes grac'd "Sia 
But he that views her with a curious eye, ene 
Surveys the quiver with the poifon'd darts, 400 
And ſhuns her gilded lures: yet Pleaſure ſtill, 
In potent eharms and am rous deſcants ſRilfd, 
Gains half the world her ardent votaries, 
And ftrives to reign with univerſal fray / 
No ſceptret queen ſach wide dominion claims. 
She beckons to the gay; they finite applauſe. 
The young; the old; the rich, the poor, invoke | 
Her ſmiles. The poet and the prieſt Pve feen, 
Obſequious to het nod, perfue, And now, 6 
The Wanton her addreſſes pays to You-e | 4.1 
Soliciting Haughtilta to ker arts n 
With gentle af infirmating airs F 

So have I ſeen the wanton $ ivy twine 

Around the ftately oak with amorous arms; 

The ſtately oak has faded in tWembrace !. 

And dare you ſmile conſent 3 I fear you wilt. 


* Pleaſure. . 
$ Ivy was uſed to entwine the Bacchanalinn 8 ; ben 
the epithet, anton, is bgnificantly applied to it. | 
| Fond 
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f ond inclination prompts you on, But men 
Gay nymph, *tis often fatal to approve! !: 
What though her veſſel glides on vonder ſtream, 


Where not a guſt the eaſy lapſe diſturbs, 420 


Where not a wave alarms your ſleeping fears: 
To tempt you on ſhe ſpreads her ſilken fails 
Before the gentle gale, and artleſs feigns 

To promiſe what the gods themſelves beſtow, 
True happineſs, and full ſubſtantial bliſs— 

She boaſts an overflowing | cup of joy ! 
Believe her not, nor liſten to her tale. I 
Reject her ſoft inſinuating airs, : 1 T 
And fortify your ſoul againſt ſuch charms, [ 


Coaſting the confines of the gloomy grave, 43 


She ſmoothly glides— her crews untimely fink, 
Like leaves in ſummer by the ſportive winds 
Rifled when green, and borne afloat the ſtream; 
- Op fruit, which PP ere the 12 2 N ſmile! 


In Pleaſure's mirror, 8 poring, we, 
Anticipating joys, exulting, ſeem 
Juſt on the verge of Amaranthine bowers! 
Inverted objects, ſkill'd, ſhe ſhews afar 


With dazling glitter; ſoon as we approach, 449 | 


The golden varnifh fades—the phantom flies, 


And, flying, mg oor ran LENS 
T he falſe , _ we rue too late, 
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82 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
When loſs and diſappointment chide our ae I 
Or __ and. ſorrow overwhelm the foul. . 


A MOMENT yet, Taugütilla, lege thine e ear; ; oo 
My faithful muſe ſhall ſing no ſyren-fong: 3 
*T were ſafe to ſhun the fweeteſt bed of flow rs, 

To pluck no roſe, nor glance the eye that way, 

Did we ſuſpect the cockatrice* conceaPd:  _ 
So Prudence warns you to ayoid the ſnare. : 450 
Vet Pleaſure ſtill awaits the grand . 
With ſeeming confidence of ſure ſucceſs! 
(Succeſs, when often gain'd, makes 8 8 grow vain, 
And probability become preſumption) 

Fer gilded bark there ready floats, f mncent | 
To wait on deck the trippings of your feet ! 1 1 _ 
You feem, Haughtilla, hent to riſk, ere long, | 
The deſperate adventure ! Know betimes, 

Soon as you ſtand on deck, fond as you ſeem, - 
The laughing joys will pout in ſullen mood, 460. 
And guardian Angels drop a filent tear. 

Soon as ſhe — the prize, the Syren glides | 
Light floating o'er the liquid flood, as ſwift 

As when the arrow cleaves the yielding air, 

And leaves no trace behind—So ſwitt ſhe bears 
Her hopeleſs freight inglorious' to the A N 


Y 
4. 


* A ſerpent, the N of which i is of ſo penetrating a na · 
ture, that the ſight of its eyes hath bzen held to be fatal to the: 
beholder 
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I heard her captives ſigh, with heaving breaſt . 
And flowing eyes“ To happineſs and Face, 
« And innate joy, along, a laſt adieu.“ 
he proud and arrogant are ſooneſt gain'd, 40 
And ſuch as run 1a folly's giddy round, 
And vanity's fantaſtic chace purſue:— 
Such are her crews; ſhe boaſts no conqueſts higher. 
And are you ſtill intent their fate to ſhare? 
Forbear Yadmire that proud “ perfidious bark,” 
That only ſteers the courſe from happineſs : 
Be cautious, nymph ! Your reaſoning pow'rs colleQs 
While now the mule predicts the Syren's fate, 
And gives to Recollectiom all the ſcene: 
She ſees the ſullen houradvancing wift, 480 
When all thoſe gallant crews; to pleaſure prone, 
And that enchanted bark, where they ſo blithe 
Carous'd with many a glance of wanton joy, 
Deep found'ring in Corruption's Gulph, ſink down, 
No more to riſe— till Nature's final doom. 
Impute not this todpleen, or folly's charge, 
Haughtilla—O ! be wiſe while Time permits, 
And friendly counſel cautions you fromharm. 


Nox let Lavinia over-much confide 
In beauty's tranfient charms, Beauty! a fair 490 
Hut fading flow'r confeſt, The canker-worm 
Preys on the root; and hoary time, ere long, 
Will _Y its bloſſoms, or pluck off its fruit! 
3 What 
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84 


What though the ſprightly eye, fall fraught with 


ay +; 
And ſenſibility, command our love 
And juſt eſteemthougk on each winning ſmile 
A ſweet attractive grace fit high entlron'd; 
With twice ten thouſand Cupids glancing round, 
And perfect ſymmetry of parts complete 
The poliſh'd ſtructure Soon, ah, very ſoon, 500 
Like fair Athenian Temples, once admif d. 
The ſhort-lived ſtructure totters on its baſe, 
And falls a heap of ruifis ! Not a trace 
Of its primeval beauty now appears 


To ſtay the travellef who paſſes by. 
If ofer the relics ſtands a monument, 
In truſt to teſtify its claim to fame, 


What is the full amount of all its tale, 


But what that filent urn well teſtifies, 


That © duſt to duſt” ſhuts up Life's faireft ſcenes 3 
—Of beauty, riches, honouf, this the end: 511 


Of human grandeur, this the full amoumt. 


Wobrp you, Lucinda, gain thoſe bright abodey : 
Where all is permanent—where never fade 


The toſe of beauty and the bloom of youth ? 


Say, would you now triumphantiy tranſcend 


The dire oppoſing ills, beſetting Life 
With _ aſſail, regardleſs of Your charms, I 


* Pfalm exliv. 12. 


The 


0 AAR G 
—— — — — — — — 


— 


err 
_ Fhe latent rocks, and fluctuating tides; 


The blaſts of fortune, and the wrecks of time, 520 


Would you ſurmoumt, ſecure from fear of ill; 

And with Tone Safety, guardian at your fide 

Gain the fair haven of Felicity ? | 
Would you be happy and completely bleſt 

Beneath the ſure protection of Higł Heaven? 

Let Patience * ſhield your breaſt that lovely rr 

With Virtue's golden zone begirt ſecure - 

Like the * King's Daughter,” glorioully xtr'e 

In Charity's celeſtial drapery, 

And pure Devotion's ſpotleſs robes, ſtand forth 530 

A Veſtal pure, to wait the © Bridegroom's” call. 

While Piety pervades the heart=you there 

More in reality than ſhew poſſeſs. 

No affectation or formality, 

No oſtentatious, no diſguſting airy 

Are known in you to raife the redd'ning bluſh 

Of pity and difdain. You caft the veil” 

Of kind compaſſion o'er the ills of Life, 

And ſtudy how to mitigate its fmart : 

Attentive ever to the plaints of woe, 540 

Top heal th'afflicted, cheer the Ala poor, | 


® The — of Horace deſerves to de am 
up in every memory, 2 

| a Sed levide fit parientia 
Quidquid corrigere eſt nefas. 
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The light of truth lack never. Faireſt nymph, 
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Sour down the balm of kindneſs, in diſtreſs, 


And giye;to friendſhip 1 its ſublimeſt joy. . 
With theſe endowments ſignaliz d, and bleſs' oh 
Be it your, chicſeſt care, with prudent {kill, 

To trim the vital part * :—So ſhall your 3 
Attend to ſage advice. 1 know your ears 

Ever attentive are to Wiſdom” * „„ 550 


Permit the muſe to dictate; ſhe means well, 


And deems LucinDA's welfare all her own. 

Be yours the durable bequeſts of Heaven, 

The riches which will bide when fleeting Time 
Has drawn the curtain, and diſclos'd to view. 
The grand, till, then, inexplicable ſcene ! 

Be all your choiceſt portion in the ſkies 


Kept in reverſion for that future ſtate: 


Be all your mental treaſures cloſe end 

From each contracted mind; but known to thoſe 
Who know ſuch worth for ever to admire, | 560, 
As miſers, when poſſeſt of precious ſtores, | 
Will not expoſe them full.to public view. 

Leſt they ſhould loſe their idols: thus do you 

In all the hidden. treaſures of the heart, 

Approve yourſelf to God, then to the world,. 

By upright conduct and an heart ſincere + 


* Alluding to Matt. xxv. J. The mind is more ennobled 
by internal than external excellency; morality commends our 
outward conduct, while faith and love adorn the ſoul, 


An 
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An heart the reſidence of all thats lovely; 
True to your friend, in ever cordial league, 
And kind to all the pattern is divine *— —- 
Tis emulation kindled deep in heaven. 570 
For while unkinaneſs, like the barren tree, 
Withers beneath the curſe 4—juftly abhorr'd 
Of God and man; the heart where kindneſs dwells 
Expands, and bloſſoms, and abounds in fruit 
Grateful to heav'n, and ſav'ry to the world, 
And finds that © doing good? is happineſs. 
Thus happy ſhall Lucinda long remain— 
While meek humility, devoid of guile, 
And gentle, cordial affability, 
And ever-ſmiling peace her ſteps ſurround; 580 
Theſe, better than. a ſevenfold ſhield, will guard 
That virtue, which ſhall ſhine when Time expires, 
That goodneſs which ſhall live when heav'ngdecays. 
Such Charity as yours is oft admir'd ; 
And ſuch God's eye beholds with approbation, 
Springing from motives Heaven itſelf inſpires. 


OF every ſex and age, of all degrees, 
The heirs of VikTVE are the truly great. 


* Pſalm. ene. Pythagoras bein g aſked, In what man could 9 
reſemble Divinity, juſtly anſwered, td #7iav, t x . 4 
In beneficence and truth.“ 


+4 Mark xi. 21. 


+ Plalm. cii. 25, 26. 
| Such | 
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Such fairer trophies win—and higher ſoar 

Than thoſe who gain the loftieſt eminence 590 
Of earthly ſplendor >—hoifting thenee their flag, 
High waving to the ſkies Af not alike 
In goodneſs eminent ;—ſome fatal blaft 

Untimely hurls them down, precipitant, 

Like Lucifer, to fall, and riſe xo more. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Tntrodufory cube: and Reflections. The maniſeſt 
Folly of neglecting the early Improvement of the Mind 
confidered' in different Views, and the Advantages re- 
ſulting from the oppoſite Praftice—with its Importance 
to our Preſent and Future States aſſerted. Education 
and Religion Pearls of. great Price. Knowledge—1ts- 
Growth illuflrated by a Simile— Application and Hu- 
mility profitable fer the Atquifition of it—KReſolution 
and Perſeverance neceſſary ts its Improvement and Per- 
fection. Hope—her Attitude deſcribed—her Addreſs: 
to Men. Remarks on Proſperity and Adver fity—a Cau- 
tion to moderate our Wiſhes exemplified in the Caſe of a 
| bomebound Mariner. A Tale. The Downfal of Op- 
preſſion, as it reſpects the Slave Trade—Incitement to 
Mercy. Concluding Addreſs to a young 8 on, with: 

Strictur es on Forlur ; 
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S when the mate of ſome nigh-founder'd bark, 
Bound on a voyage o'er tWAtlantic; _— 

Arriv'd half-way between the continents, 5 

Beholds with joy a verdant iſle, with rings” nan! 

And foreſts bleſt, where he may gain ſupplies 

From' the freſh fluid element, may breathe LIAR 

A purer air, and a ſhort reſpite find © 

From the fatigues and incidents which late | | 

Alarm'd at ſea, and thirher bends his eourſe 4% 


To furniſh and repair for what remains 16 — 
Of his precarious voyage, 80 dem 1 


Myſelf to have ſucceeded half-way throukg 
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My deftin'd courſe, with toil, and conftant care. 


And ſome ſucceſs; though not exempt from fears 


And perils which attend ſea-faring men; 


Nor poets leſs Here, in a filent nook 

For contemplation form'd, I reſt awhile, 

And time my harp, which is not yet unſtrung, 

To ſofter notes upon the fllent beach. 

Here let me ſome ſmall reſpite gain, from all 20 
The ſullen ſtorms wkich agitate - 


Ppunxsvr the a Spontaneous thoughts * 
Unſung to vocal and Arcadian reeds: 
And truths of moral and divine import 
Remain untold by old Mzonides— 
Or Britain's glorious bard; of equal fate, 
And equal majeſty, And ſtrains there are 
Untouch'd by rapid Pindar's daring hand; 
Or by the Mantuan's majeſtic lyre. 


Zut who ia this iaglorious age, though pens 3 
Innumerable ply the ftudy, gains 


A ſeat of eminence beneath the dome : 
Of Fame's fair temple, near thoſe godlike men, 
Or rivals half their praiſe? My muſe forbear, 
Leſt ſome aſpiring bard ſhould caſt a frown ! 


Pardon the muſe, ye tow'ring bards, auſtere 


To cenſure every meaſure. but your own. 
Can ſhe offend in citing hallow'd names, 
Not daring to inſult their ſacred urns, 


BOOK V. 
Or ſnatch a laurel from dleir awful brows? 
No: let mo luck it fromthe muſes bower, 
Or die without a wreath! No plagiary 
Was ever of her train, Not finking low 
To mediocrity, I meet my lot 
Content,-If Genius durſt approve the un. 
And Virtueeſmiling claim it for her own, 
Of other cares my muſe makes ſmall account, 
She, filly ſpinſter? ſoftly treads the ſteep 
Of fam'd Parnaſſus, fure and ſlow, in hope 
To gain ſuperior heights :z—deſpairing ftill 50 
To reach the top, which high Cerlocks the clouds! 
How clear the head, how fortify'd the breaft, 
That durft aſpire, with reſolution firm, | 
To gain thoſe roſeate bowers, the muſes haunts, 
And lave beſide the pure Pierian ſprings, 
Till metamorpho#'d to a bard, and ſeaFd 
With immortality 2 ! Aprivilege 
Rarely on mortal man beſtow'd i—As rare 
| Urania's ſmiles * we gain%—"Twere inſolent 
To offer incenſe at the muſes ſhrine 5e 
With hands unhallow'd—and with lips prophane, 
Which never taſted of the ſacred fount | 
That down Parnaſſus fides, in lucid ftreams, 
Smiles is here introduced as a mark of approbation. Mihon 
Riles this muſe, in the exalted ſenſe of the word Axdò 75 2Gam, 
his t celeftial patroneſs 2?—not merely a child of the imagina- 


tion; but the ſame with « . the muſe of the Hebrevs 
dards. 
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Soft gurgling-flows—clear as Siloam's pool — 


Though puddled vft by many adriv'ling bard, 


Whoſe ſteps be branded where ſuch track appears! 
When ſuch attune the lute, let none but Vice 


And all her prancing Centaur troops ſtand near! g 


The muſic of a pipe profane ſounds worſe 
In Clio's ear, than old Meduſa's ſnakes | 70 
Striking in concert to Apello's lyre x. 
The muſes pleas'd, approve of . ade. 
And are to ſons of Virtue moſt inclin'd. 
PxockExp, my vocal ſhell- intent to ſing 

How much the carly cultivated mind, 5] 
Where knowledge and true virtue ſpring, ſecures ' 
Its future welfare—and-obtains renown :! 
This gives our preſent hopes Yanticipate 
Fruition ; this remains invariably, 
Through all the wide viciflitudes of Life, 80 
The praiſe of youth, the pride of riper age, f 
The only ſolace of declining years. 


* 


3 if negleRted ir in its golden prime 
Of days, if unimprov'd its early dawn, 


In tilling deep, breaking the rn; foil, 


» Dicta eſt Sten, quod draconis in ejus Gorgone ky * 
titharz tinnitu reſonabant, PIN. Nat, Hiſt, L. 346. 8 


And 


BO OK V. 
And ſowing ſeeds of Frag its s tate.” | 
Amounts to vanity ! What, like the wreaths 
Sprung from the hand of Youthful Induſtry, _ 
Can crown our hoary age with laurels green, * 
And never-fading bays? Sweet Youth attend! go 
When your prime ſeaſon's paſt (and ſoon ? tis paſt) 
A later harveſt gives to Winter G 
And hyperborean blaſts, your ravag' '4 ſtores; 
Or yields a rank increaſe of noxious weeds, 
And bitter fruits, the wretched growth of Re 
Unkindly and ungracious ſoil ; like thoſe 
Tradition ſays once ſprang where Sodom. fell. 


Wuo ſows in Winter may EE a crop; 
But Diſappointment ſhall reward his toll, 


And chide his folly with ſeverity, 2" 0. 


When Poverty anon comes armed in! * 
Impairs his ſcanty viands day by day, 
Till quite bereav'd his ſoul of preſent good; 
And for the future, ſcarce of hope remains, 
A gleam to cheer the gloomy night of wo! 


THE mind uncultivated, and unfraught , 
With knowledge—and with V utue's ſtores, becomes 
A dreary waſte—a barren wilderneſs, . 
Far worſe than Lybia's howling deſarts ! Worle ; 
Then torrid climes where Defotation reigns! 110 


And 


ano IO — 
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And fails co yield one bud of real joy; 
One opening bloſſom of pure chaſte delight! 


Ox early wiſdom future joys depend 2 
Be timely wiſe, and be for ever bleſs'd 


?Tis Wiſdom plans the cour - o happineſs 


And ever-blooming peace She paves the way 
To all the plenitude of innate joy, 

Which like a golden vintage glads the heart, 

And overflows the cup with genial cheer, | 
Nor wine and oil more grateful to the taſte 120 
Of ſenſual appetence, than to the wiſe, 


Wiſdom, and her unlaviſh'd ſweets. She pours 


Immortal nectar in the cup;of Joy! 
The more we quaff, the more we chirſt to drain 


Her copious bowl which none can fathom c' er. 


Who early gain, and treaſure well, the ſtores. 
Of pure unlaviſh'd wiſdom, they are rich: 


They too their fruit ſhall Jong pofſeſs—long reap 


The golden harveſt, with exulting joy; 
And, late returning, tread the ſteep of Life, 130 
All ſure and flow, bearing their nodding ſheaves - 
Along in fair ſucceſſion d node 

Of yon celeftial arbory, wund. .ruits 


Ambroſial bluſh unfading tints, and breathe 


VUnminiſh'd ſweets in ever fragrant gales— 
When gain'd the high celeſtial arbory gz 


Their 


Jr 


* * 


vou is a jewel of divineſt worth ! . 
A ſanctuary of ſupreme delights ! 
In it, ſoft ſmiling j joy and roſy health 
Deceive the ſwift wing d hours! And conſtant peace 
Flows, like Meander, thro' each various maze, 

Dovn from the riſing to the ſetting ſun ! 

The recollection of thoſe early joys, 
Now fled, in part, for manlier purſuits, 
Still caſts an iris o'er my mind, and breathes 

2 gale of Paradiſe into the ſoul ! 

once was bleſs'd'with ſuch a fragrant plant 
pr angels took delight in *; but ere while 

| My blooming flow'r was faaceh'g from this cold ſoil: 

1"-1nfvolanted in the Paradiſe of God, 

Faſt by tic fouanr of Life! 


Immzc7 ca! vigour aud —— bloom. 


 BOQKE7<{Vs 
Their ſtores, once treaſur'd there, ſhall all remain 
Untarniſh'd, uncorroded, and abide . { #6] 
In ſafe ſecurity from prowling Ant 
From nightly robbers—and- inſulting harms. 140 
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Of Education which ſupplant the thorns 
And briars, ſpringing i in our native ſoil: 
It is the * weir, 
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98 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
In which to traffic for the precious pearl 
Of higheſt price which gain'd, enriches W 
The fortunate poſſeſſor, as to give 


The moſt _—_— proſpett mw of heaven. 


| KnowLEDGE, when. gain will — 


our toll; 
But he who moſt hs gal may ſtill proceed, 
And, by an ardent application, riſe iet 


To greater heights—and higher till aſcend, 


Like yonder ſtately Pine, that ſhoots its veets 


Still deeper in the kindly ſoil; and drinks 1 70 
Inſatiate by the ſoft meand' fing ſtream, I ng, 


Spreading its tow'ring branches in the ſkies ! 

Then Knowledge grows, when to its deepening root 
Humility beſtows freſh ſoil, and lops 
Luxuriant ſhoots, with an unſparing hand, 

Nor is the ardent application vain ; 

For probability attends on hope: 

And hope to application proves i ſpur. 

Through difficulty thinesof worth are, gain'd: 
And Reſolution 1cidou > .o to fail, 180 
It fixes bounds to Ocean's rage! It bears | 
O'cr continents; canal'd from ſea to ſea, 


The ſtores of Commerce, won by Induftry ! 


It penetrates the e earth, 
And icales the cope of heay'n ! nor brazen walls, 


Nor 


Nor beit 1 ſhields, e can ſtand before 
Th'intrepid aim of Reſolution! Firm 
It graſps its purpoſe, and the end obtains. 
is Reſolutien forms the man of worth 
In every line of excellence. Tis this 190 
Confers heroic honours in the field— - 
And gives the ſtudent courage to e, 
Intent on no leſs ardent enterprize! 
Tis Reſolution forms the Chriſtian too; * 
Arms him with helmet, ſhield, and {word divine . 
And fixes on his head the ſtarry crown! 
| Who ſtops at difficulties, ſhoots beſide 
His mark: the prize is not for him: 'tis for 
The Veteran, who like Achilles arm'd, 
In vulnerable, never quits the field 200 
Till Victory fits plum'd upon his helm! . 
Life is a warfare : Virtue is a race: 
With Reſolution ftart, and gain the goal?! 
Tis Reſolution tunes the poets reed: 
Entwines the verdant laurel for his brow 
And leads the man of Science to the door 
Of that high poliſh'd Temple, rais'd by Fame; 
And Wiſdom lets him in. Who would ſucceed 
In knowledge, and in Virtue's courſe obtain, 
In early life, ſuperior excellence, Z | 210 
Muſt launch with Reſolution, and ſteer on | 
With Perſeverance—till Death fhuts the ſcene. 
The mariner, whoſe idol 1s his gold, 
— F 2. | Intent 
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10 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Intent to ſpeed, deſiſts not 1n his courſe, © 
. Though Eurus muſters many an adverſe blaſt: 
1 | Knowing that milder gales ſucceed the forts,” 
4 He hopes to gain the port: —and oft the port 
BY He gains, Succeſs attends on diligence. 
= Storms muſt be weather'd to obtain our port: 
But while the Maſter's in the ſhip-we ſpeed ! 220 


00 
„ „ 


7 


1 He ſtills the tempeſt or o' errules the ſtorm, 
AY And ſafely guards from each impending ill. 
1. } Though rocks of Difficulty rear in view, 


It amply pays the coft, with future gain, 
T*explore the ſcientific deeps, in ſearch 
Of Wiſdom's lore : But of all wiſdom, that 
Which points to an hereafter is the prime, i 
And well ſecures the high celeſtial ftake— — 
Be that our firſt regard: No balm like that 
Can ſooth the Jrooplng heart, and cheer the Goht 
With pleafing proſpects of unfading bliſs. 231 
That wiſdom never fails us in the end, 5 
Though in this Life it meet not full reward. — 
When all the ſkilful means are try d that art 

2088 And vigilance acquire—Succeſs attends 
3 On ſecond cauſes, and is doubtful ſtill 
. In reference to tranſitory things: 
But in reſpect of the celeſtial prize, 
Who fail with wiſdom ſhipwreck cannot make; 
And, * ſhall obtain the port, 240 
| MEAN- 


7 KOOKEKV7-HH1T a. 
MEANTIME, in Providence repoſing hope, 
Me gain the pledge of Heaven's ſecurity ; 
For Hope will not deſert us, but remain 
Hid in the cloſet of the human breaſt * ; 
A treaſure richer far than that beſtow'd 
On high Olympus” brow, when goddeſſes, 
Unveil'd, contended for the fatal fruit. 
And hope in Providence ne'er diſappoints 
Our ſober expectations. Heaven ſhall fade 
Before the promiſes, thoſe golden fruits 2 50 
For which the Chriſtian breathes his ardent hopes, 
Shall fail, —High on a rock of adamant _ 
Hor E ſtands ſecure; and with uplitted hand, 
She holds a golden chain—deſcending far 
From its celeſtial anchor in the Pig ; 
And thence directs it down to man while Faith 
Calls him to lift his hand, and ſeize the prize! 


Wand Life's prepoſterous voyagers employ 
Their idle cares and ſtudies, how to paſs _ 
The narrow Frith with elevated pomp, | 260 
And lade their gaudy bark with yellow clay— - 
nn only dak chem deeper i in che ſtorm, 


? 


A Significant is the fable of Pandora s Box, when 1 7 to 
the Ills ef Life; for ſtill, hope remains under all, the oniy trea- 
ſure and ſolace of the human heart. 
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Hop ſtill is ſeen on deck :—Deſerting theſe, 
Whoſe expectations riſe from other views 


Who ſeek her not, ſhe turns aſide to thoſe 


Who, toſs'd and weatherbeaten, and nigh wreck'd 
In Life's proud wave, have ſought Religion's aid, 
And with a voice more gentle than the found 
Of breathing zephyrs, whiſpers to their ear, 


« Though turgid now the wave, and rough the 


„ ſtorm, | 270 
4A milder gale to-morrow may ſucceed, 5 
« And waft you to the port. Fix high your hopes: 
« While earthly hopes are vain, there is a hope 
That never fails, and never diſappoints : 


„Its language is, Fix not too great a weight 


On earthly happineſs—that veſſel leaks 1 

But with Religion you embark ſecure : 

6 And come the worſt that may, Lafe's alls are 
% ſhort | 

A blaſt that ſoon ſubſides. Your port is nigh, 

* And Death the pilot—dread not his alarm, 280 

Soon bears you to your port. Look up, and _ 

Regions of pure ſerenity on high 

Invite your weary feet to land ſecure, 


Where diſtant evils can no more invade.” 


Such is the voice of Hope, deriv'd from heaven: 
But earthly hopes are fleeting as a ſhade, 


And often mock our expeQations vain, 


1: 1] BOG VO7 203 
PiN to-woo with ardent-ſuit, 
But gain adverſity; à pdeviſhmate,” 4 * 5 it bo Hf 
Is oft the lot of Life or at the moſt | 290 
To ſeize the hand of diſappointment chill, | 
And ſtarve in its embrace! Full well I know 
Great expectations prove di ſaſtrous : Theſe 
Add pond'rous weight to fickle Fortune's ſcale ; 
And ſhould it turn againſt us, we're undone, 
With hopes abridg'd, * we ſeldom fare the worſe; - 
But boundleſs wiſhes tend to make us poor. 2309 
Great expectations oft in ſorrow end; 
| And diſappointments in remorſe or ruin. | 
So far d a mariner—poſleft of gold. 300 
And home returning with a bonnding prow; | 
In hope, exulting ſoon to meet his friends 
Secure on ſhore—when lo, ſome ſullen guſt, 
IIl-fated, ſtruck his gallant Gondola + 
Againſt a rock—and ſplit in ſight of Port- 
A painful ſcene ! Such frequent proves the fate 
Ok unrefle&ing youth, who green dare launch 
Into Life's bay, with hopes of high ſucceſs : 
Unſtable as the waves — they ſteer amain— - 
Till fad experience oft is heard too late, 310 


9 Sapias———et ſpato brevi - 
Spem longam receſes. Hor. 


+ Gondola is not deſigned here for a Venetian boat, but be | 
name of a ſhip, 


4 | Remon- 
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Remonftrating— Take prudence in the ar. 
And ſteer with caution ”—Deftitute of theſe, 
Young Tyro bears down wich the rapid tide, : 
And meets the gulph, wide n. for 1 its n 4 


— — 


1 15 4 : 


I xnewa Youth, of bbs parents. "Rv 1105 
Vet not of mean deſcent, nearly ally'd 
To ſacerdotal rev'rence. But to him | 
Small privilege the conſecrated line: N * 


For what can even titles recommend, 


If means be wanting to ſupport their claim 25 320 


Shall J, or cenſure or commend the race 


Of prieſtly caſuiſts, who frequently © 2 
Upon themſelves bequeath their Wente, „ 
Not leaving place for law- ſuits, and debates, 


And caveats, and appeals to diſcompoſe 1222 
Their duft (like her at Endor) when they ſleep; 


Nor yet deprive their families of peace? 


Suach truſt in Providence, ſuch hope have they, 


The pre ſent day conſumes their laviſſi ſtores, 
Nor leaves the manna to grow ſtale to-morrow: 3301 
One privilege alone, the virtuous youth I atf 
Whoſe fate J ſing from ſuch alliance gain'd ; 


His education *twas :—a precious pearl! 


Which in itſelf tranſcends the worth of crowns. 
With this, but empty purſe—now grown to years 
Of riper manhoo:!—conſcious of his worth, 

He ſped on foot an hundred miles twice told, 


To 


EA. A. 


27/1 '/BADROVEAHT 


To the metropolis; to'caſt a die 


For fickle Fortune—and/invoke her en | 
ButFortune—wretched arbitreſs*! pour'd down 340 
Her enn round the grov'ling crouds, whoſe eye 


Scarce comprehends twice the circumference 
Of tWowl's, or bat's, or of the delving mole's! 
o Jupiter in golden ſhow'rs came down f, 
And found the boſom, kept by centinels, 

Open to ſuch embrace! Who flies from gold? 
Yet on the Youth whole artleſs tale I tell, 
Not one propitious genius deign'd to ſhow'r. 


The noiſy Town now gain'd, he had no friend 
To comment on his worth —a name unknown: 3 50 
To recommend, or. take the ſtranger in.“ 

To earn the needful meal his tender hands, 


Form'd for the finer arts, muſt ply rough toil : 


His frame, too delicate, muſt bend beneatagn 
The preſſure of calamity! I feel! 
Commiſeration waking in my heart 

Attack diſtreſe- But chance awaits on all. * 


* Horace wiſely _ | 
— hinc apicem rapax 
Fortuna cum ſtridore acuto 8 


Suſtulit; hic poſuiſſe gaudet. FFT +; FA 
. Hog. Carm. L. ii. 16. 


+ Movoy aplvger Scud. Auac. 
I Eccl. ix. 11. 


T4 : Humanity 
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Humanity had well-nigh bled Chave ſeen 

A hopeful Youth, who leant on Virtue's Win by 
Whoſe growing talents filent claim'd regard 350 
Chain'd down by ſad neceſhty—expord - 

To all the ravages of grief and care, 16% 

Prefs'd hard by Diſappointment's galling Ice, 
And puſh'd befide the churl mechanic's door? 

Such fight might make e' en Hatred drop a tear. 
But fate ſhuts up the ſeene. Too much it prov'd 
For him to grapple long with ſuch diſtreſs. | 
And though his merit, after tedious'months, | 
Much like the luſtre of bright Hefperus, e 
Seen through autumnal miſts, began ooo 310 
And recommend him to a gen'rous So | 
Who liv'd to raiſe ſuch objects into life 
And liberty: divine intent! Yerſtill, - 
His merit found below but ſhort yeward, 
Merit, like golden mines, lies deep conceal'd 5 - 
And is not ſoon Heſery'd, but by the wiſe 's * / 
"Theſe hold the treaſure ſacred, when tis found, 
And place it next their heart —8⁰ 1 the youth 
Whom Recollection fixes in my eve? 
Now having gain'd a ſeat of eminence, 380 
At leaſt compar'd with his late humble ſtate, 
His ſhoulders from the galling yoke were eas'd: 
He bore the lighter pen: a weapon which 


He dextroufly could wield, Reviying hope 
_ Began 


| Began once more to ſhoot forth [Dlofſomsithile- 
Fair promiſes and patronage ſmiFd on him. 
Too late, alas ! theſe lent their kindly aids: 
And Fortune now ill-tim'd addreſſes paid! 
Diſtreſs had on his vitalsprey'd ſo deep, 
That Æſculapian art could not reſtore 
The ſprings and movements into harmony 
Cruſh'd by too great a weight of ſorrow-—ſoon 
He now relinquiſid life, by Heay'n's decree v 
And ſlipp'd behind the ſcenes to ſeck repoſe. 


FULL many a mighty mind, in idle queſt 
Of honour's airy bubble, hoifting fails, 
Aloft, to gain the glittering port of Wealth 
Buy many an arduous enterprize, and reach 
Ambition's loftieſt pinnacle anon 
Slips from his elevated ſtation down, 
Swift as 2 meteor ng chro the Ry! 


Aer ITION $ cn ſons dung oft aſpire 


| Of Gaunt wal . tang up this ſteep 

And ſmooth aſcent to fame; but oppoſite, 
To climb the craggy pitch of Avarice, 2 
And gain the ſummit of Oppreſſion! where, 
In meditation fix'd, to proſecute | 
Their worſe than diabolical deſigns 


# Gen. 111, 18. 
10 
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On India's, or on Guinea's diſtant ſnores; - 410 
From curſed luſt of gold to butcher men,, 
And make a merchandize of human n 66 F 
Inthralling thoſe whom God created free !—- | © . 
The muſe with eagle eye, purſues their track; Sr f 
And, if her impulſe prove true prophecy, 1 
Juſtice will ſoon purſue them for its prey, 
And give the wretches, whom humanityx 
And. mercy have deſerted, recompenſe, { - , 
According to the meaſure: of their deeds |: .. A 
. : If Time doth not—Futurity hath ſworn, 420 
| Vith a determin'd aſpect, to confer +» + | 
| Slavery complete as theirs—and helliſh chains. | 
More innocent, and equally as mad, ves 
Were the ambition of the Roman chief + 
To ride on horſeback o'er the raging gulph: 
Or of the Perſian + Prince, whoſe frantic zeal . 2 
Would ſcourge the Dardanelles, and feign to bind 
The wild waves in a chain. Time yet will come, 
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* The enormities « combi by the blacks in the and of 
St. Domingo, has been imputed by intereſted men to d a falſe 
philoſophy ; which, to gratify the vanity of its profeſſors, and un- 
der the maſk of humanity, had almoſt ruined the colony.” But, 
in the impartial account of reaſon and equity, thoſe evils may 
rather be imputed to the extreme rigours and horrid cruelties ſo 
frequently inflicted by unfeeling ſavages (with white ſkins) over 
their ſable brethren, their V ſlaves. 


4 Caligula. - | a Daw 
4 Xerxes. 3 | | 
110 | When 


T71.1Kk0 0K VI THT: 40g 
When 1 mad effort of ambitious men 
T'oppreſs che innocent, ſhall prove as vain. 430 | 


G EAT Gop or Hos rs! burſt all their en bands 


Something equivalent to angels here! 


And ſet the ſable captive exiles free, - 
I venerate the friend of human laves, 75 
In whoſe large heart humanity preſides, 
And prompts the ardent wiſh—in effort ſtill, 
To ſee each honeſt hand at liberty, 1 
And every man within the reach of right: 
For this, ſo noble effort, I predict Is 5 
The name of Wathintgteß ſhall live t to late ; 
| poſterities: his fame {hall ne” er expire: ©. "+ 44 
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| LEARN hence, each Uoomjng, gentle Jh, 
: betimes. 3 „„ 
1 exerciſe c compaſſion Aue to Ko — 
Who combat with diſtreſs, Let Tenderneſs 
Sit brooding in your heart: She can create 85 f 
If born beneath th'auſpicious ſmiles of wealth, 
'© ſpare unfortunate Calamity, , 
Reduc'd from affluence to low eſtate, . 
The pains to pour its plaint. There till preſides 
A delicacy i in ſuch breaſts, unknown 459 
1 vulgar minds. Meet their requeſt half way; 3 
And ſcreen from cold the ſhivering limbs, 
Perhaps as delicately form'd : as thine, 3 
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Relieve 


Your wide extended genius, branching high, 
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Relieve the breaſt from anguiſh, which was made 


To feel with tenderneſs; and to participate 


Paternal cares—as vigilant as thine! 
Double thy liberalities to fuch 2h 
Unfortunate, and make their heart to feel, 
At leaſt, a momentary gleam of joy! 
Reflect that in the unabating round 460 
Of Fortune's rapid wheel, the lot may turn; 


And thy own fortune's heirs ſolicit theirs ! 7 


The mind that's early form'd to ſympathy 


And gentle deeds, bids fair in future years 


For every high achievement of renown, 


For once, my young philoſopher and friend, 
Attend the muſe! each muſe attends on - 26-668 
From long experience, I can this aver; 

The * of a truſty friend is like OO 
A balm extracted from the Tree of Life; 470 


And proves 7 a cheering cordial to the ſoul. 


The muſe your plaudit values; yet till more 
Your welfare ſhe prefers —ambitious moſt 

To gain applauſe that will not ſoon decay! 

From deeper ſtudies, you perchance may find 

A moment's relaxation with her ſtrain. 


Were ſhe to fing your worth, the lute muſt fail, 


And eloquence muſt fink a ftrain too low,— 


| As 


1 7 BOOK V. | 111 
As in the ſacred 3 ofa ranks. 1 4:3480. 
The more perhaps may need the pruning hand, | 
To lop luxuriant ſhoots with kindly care, 

And aid the growth of ſuch as riſe aright, _ 
Left ſome malignant blaſt ſhould timeleſs tear 
Up by the roots the ſtately ſtem, and blaſt — |; 
Our hope of fruit. The muſe's friendly voice 
And well-meantdocuments attentive hear : 

Yet once again, her tribute deign to own :* :: 
A tribute of regard—and cordial love. 8 | 
Caution to hint to you is pleaſing pain: 490 
Which to receive, in tarn, is prime delight. . 

If fate ſhould caſt misfortune in your way, 
Which ſometimes 5iÞy. the e £00; the great, ve 
| wiſe, 

Then is the time n 
And every virtue to come forth and ſhine. 
A Spencer and a Savage brook'd tlattack ! 

Who then eancclaim ſecurity from fate? 
Great gen'rous fouls are ſometimes ſhackled here, 
In low obſcurity, hoſe in nate worth, | 
If brought to light by Fortune's foſt ring hand, 500 
In fenates mightcha ve ſhone - worthy of Greece | 
In its meridian ſplendor ! Fortune plays 
Her idle papa and feems delighted moſt 
In contrarietics ! Have you not en, 


-—= 
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Ir ſilk brocade, or crimſon daub'd with b 
Half-idiots borne on giddy fortune's plume. 4 PP. 
O'er half a continent, whoſe little wein, 785 ; 
A narrow compaſs circumſcrib'd : whoſe: minds 
Lay like the ruins of ſome ancient pile. 


In defart wilds, forſaken and forlorn, _ 51d - 
Wand'ring and vagrant as the fairy train 
Whoſe appetites no bounds contron d; 1 
Ungovernable quite as ocean's rage 
When in a tempeſt toſs'd, or like a ſhip 
Without a rudder in the raging ſtomm 
Dame Fortune, fickle miſtreſs * ill rr 
Smiles on the undeferving; but on ſue ß 


Whoſe merit claims regard ſhe ſometimes frowns. 
It is the only proof, infallible, 19 | 
Of true bred mariners Youtbrave the 7 WO n-4D - 
It is the-proof of wiſdom to ſurmount 
With manly reſolution all Life's ils, >qs H. 
And ſcize the prize whick Virtue holde my | 
Which all that overcome fhall ſoon obtain. 
But wrong not Fortune! Sometimes ſhe confers.. { 
'Her gifts with laviſh hand, at Wiſdom's gates; 
And who would think that . Wen there? 
* O 3 viris 1 e a 5 oa 1 . 
1 non J 2 2 bonis e 2 f SEN. "v5 
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Take bes my you: fal Colleague——>—ſnatch her 
gifts 
With gentle hand—a corn a by who wala! 
If merit, promiſing as yours, ſhould, chance 530 
To lift you up to eminence take heed ! 
Look that Humility ſtands by your fide, 
Or you perhaps may find that Fortune's ſmiles 
Are treacherous, and fatal as her frowns, 
Deſpiſe all little ſublunary things: 
Give to your ardent foul full ſcope to wing 
Its ſteady flight to reach th'Eternal Source, 
From whence all good, all excellence proceeds. 
If Fortune ſhould exalt you of her train, | 
Deign to be good as great, To all around 540 
A pure example give of ſtedfaſt faith, 
Grac'd with good works.—In honour's public paths 
Stand with unſhaken fortitude. With theſe 
Accompliſhments, fidelity poſſeſs; _ 
Then, all your warfare paſt, with joy look up, 
And ſee a * Crown of Life“ held out to you 
Tuvs ſome ſucceſsful Voyager makes fail © 
To many a diftant province, and ſurveys 
The world's circumference ;—inured 
To dangers, hardſhips, hurricanes, and ſtorms, 550 
Aſlaults, and onſets rude, from many a foe ! 
At length, long homeward bound —he joy'd beholds 
The favour'd land of his nativity — 
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114 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Rides in full triumph with a proſperous gale, 
And ſoon obtains the wiſn'd for harbour glad 
To ſtand feeure upon the beach, —he there 

Oft ruminates o'er all the dangers paſt, 

And pleas'd, Fuer the boon his toil procur'd | 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Viciſſitudes attending Human Life, re ſolued into Pro- 


vidence. Seeming Objeftions_ to the general and more 
particular Superintendency of Providence flated—and 
guarded from ** fe Concluſions of the Peripatetic 
Philoſ;phy, and e Abuſes of the Sceptic Tufidelity. The 
impartial Diſtribution f the Gifts of. Providence, in 


the preſent State, to Good and Bad conſidered : and the 


Wiſdom and Propriety of fuch a Diſpenſation vindi- 
catcd—The Righteous not always ſignally rewarded, ner 
the FVicked vi iſfibly Punt ſhed in the Preſent Lig; whence, 

an Argument for a Future State of ſuitable Rewards and 
Puniſhments, Remarkable Scripture Inſtances of a 


particular Manife/lation of Juſtice and Providence in 


the Preſent State, with a 2 ſuitable Improvement. Re- 

flefion on the Harmony ſubhiiting between Reaſen and 
Revelation. Man fixed in a State of Probation—an 
Accountable Creature, '— having God's Law, Reaſon, 


| Conſcience, Experience for his Guide: — The Conſe- 


quence of his attending to, or lighting theſe Monitors. 
His Moral Agency afſerted—Obſervations on bis Fall 


and Recovery—and on the Neceſſity of Chriſtian Forti- 


tude and Per ſever ance, in order to his attaining the 
Immortal Prize, The Book concludes with an Tlluſ- 
tration of the happy Effects of Religious Perſeverance in 
the Cloſe of a Chriflian's Courſe, 
5 | THE 
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NE effort more, my muſe ! yet once again 
Reſume the ſacred theme. Attention hangs 
On Virtue's dictates. Me ſhe owns her prieſt: 
Nor will deſert me, while intent to trace, 
Through all the dark viciffitudes of Life, 
« Eternal Providence,” and vindicate 
God's righteous ways to man —whoſe Laws are 
built 
On Reaſon” 's baſe, and Rand i in Equity. 


Hz who purſues the rack of Truth, and ſteers 


With Wiſdom, Virtue, and Fideley © mM x 


Cloſe by his ſide, in amicable league, 
- Tr Though 
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118 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Though ſafe his courſe; yet, in this mor 
Muſt ſometimes ſtruggle with oppoſing ills, 
Nor unremitting plaudits hope to gain. 
Perchance, muft brook the galling yoke of Wrong, 
And bend to Deſpotiſm's imperious nod, 
Or bow beneath the proud oppreſſor's power! 
Too oft on earth Opprefſion” s power is felt; 
Fair Freedom's rights infulting That bleſt ſtate 
Of future equity forgotten ſeems, 20 
When awful Juſtice, with unbias'd "IFN 
Shall hold the balance; weigh each ſecret deed ; ; 
Weigh merit too, in an impartial ſcale— 
Shall fully vindicate the RIGHT, and ſhine 
e clear — Hedven's eternal day! 


*T 1s obvious, that true worth itſelf may ſeem, } 
In this imperfect ſtate, not patroniz'd 
By Providence, with a peculiar care. 5 
Sometimes the diſſolute prophane ſtart up, 

And flouriſh at thexpence of Virtue's ſons! © 30 
While thoſe—the lowly, pure, benevolent | 
Of heart, earth's jewels, and Heav'n's darling care*, 

Seem for a time deſerted ;—not forgot: 

\ Virtue may fit awhile in humble plicht, 
While pamper'd Luxury abounds ; yet know, 
That FRIES Goodneſs ſhall not always woes. 


* Cura pii diis Cunt. Ov. 
Ah, 


'B 0 OK vr. 
Ah, let not Infidelity from hence 


Raiſe a fallacious argument, C arraign 


Eternal Providence, as if aſleep, . 
Or on a journey bound regardleſe Na 40 
Befals the little fates of men below, | 1 
As if the univerſe and i its concerns . 

Were roll'd about by Chance or at the beſt, 
Unworthy of God's notice were become 
No: this is Paſſion's, this is Folly' $ creed! 10 
Ve daring tribes of Infidelity, 


Why thus would you the Deity impeach þ Y 


Why thus diveſt him of immenſity, . 5 1 


And circumſcribe whom heaven can not contain ? 


Who robs him of his darling attributes, = 50 


And fixes limits to Omnipotence, 


Half meets the atheiſt on unhallowid 8 ! 


Forbear to wrong your cool deliberation: 

Shall not the JUDGE of all the earth do right o 
Forbear to form tke leaſt compariſon „ 
Between OMNISC IENCE—and the narrow bound 


Of reaſon, circumſerib'd and premature, 


Leſt HE reprove thee to thy face, and thou 


Be found a liar. Rather bow before 


The awful throne of his tremendous power, 6o 
And reverent approach his footſtool near: 
Think not t'elude his all-pervading fight : 
HE taketh cognizance of all our ways: 


And 
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And not a feeble tenant of the air 
Falls timeleſs or unnotic'd by his eye. 

His all-ſeeing eye ſurveys earths ample round, 

And comprehends heaven's wide circumference, 

Beholding all, the evil and the good, 

Intent to give a recompenſc to all 1 1 
That future day—whien every eye ſhalt ſee. 70 
His truth reveaPd, and venerate his power. ohne 
Till then, let no prekiiking Infidel | THE 

Exult, as though his point were gain'd ; 

For, in right reaſon's eye, the plain ert 

Of all his impious notions clearly ſhines. 

What though the ſentence ſeems withheld awhile | 
From execution, and man's evil deeds ens 
Find not below a certain recompenſe: 

Twere obvious to infer, it is becauſe 

The Scorner's callous heart hereby becomes 80 

But harden'd more, till, Pharaoh-like, he meets 
His Jus r deſert—and Mercy g gains applauſe, 
Though ſhe, from ſuch for ever take her flight : 
It is, that humble merit may be prov'd, | 
Like gold that'stry'd, andſuff ring patience crown'd; 
And virtue fignaliz'd on earth, to meet 

Its high reward in heav'n, when God Supreme 
Shall reign—exalting juſt men near his throne: 
When impious ſcorners fink beneath his ire, 
Intent the impious ſcorner ſeems a. while, 90 
His loy'd impieties to enterprize, | 
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BOOK 6 + 
While proud preſumption blazes on his brow, 
As in defiance of the bolts of Heaven! 
« Becauſe the righteous ſentence ſeems delay'd, _ 
His heart is fully bent on evil deeds *.“ 85 


Als this a meet return to gracious Heaven, 


For that “ good-will” which waits for his reform ; 


Which once wept o'er his follies, and which bled 


To heal his maladies ?— Vile were the wretch, 
Abandon'd, and abhord of God and man, 100 
Who dare ſuch goodneſs 1mpiouſly deſpiſe, | 
And turn the patience of the Deity 

To a ſad occafion of licentiouſneſs ! 


Or worſe— to ground a baſeleſs argument, 


To difavow eternal providence, 

Becauſe the Hand Divine-appears not held 

Conſpicuous o'er earth! The man is blind 

Who ſees not its effes; and from effects 

We trace the FIRST GREAT CAUSE. —That man is 
mad | | 

Who thus requites the patience of his God, 110 


Becauſe the long forbearing clemency 


— 


Continues thus to wait for his reform! 


Wuar tho' the good and virtuous man may ſeem 
Not always ſignaliz d by Providence, 
In this probationary ſtate :—What though 
Th'oppreſſor flouriſh, and accumulate 
The wealth of either Ind! Would you from thence 
* Eccl. vill. 11. | 


8 | Infer, 
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Infer, no providence exiſts? For why? 
Becauſe man. cannot read to-morrow's fate ? 
That foreſight Mercy has deny'd him—elſe 120 
His Life would be embitter'd with the ſad 
Foreboding of To-morrow's ills. Herein 

Mercy Wart Providence appear! and man's 
Deem'd imperfections prove his happineſs: 

The things he covets oft would prove his bane. 
Fool, ceaſe to cavil! It were better far 

Sufpend thy idle cenſure, till ſuch time 

As judgment ſets thee right. Then, when the Judge 
Exalted fills his awful throne, draw nigh, 

And cenſure what is wrong. Acquit thyſelf, 130 
And lay upon his providence the blame 

That thou wert not a king—or ſomething elſe 
Thou art not, It is plain, thou art become 

An errant fool ; and ſuch he made thee not : 
Stand at his bar, and anſwer for thy crime. 
Enough my muſe ! Reje& the Infidel, 
And argue with the wiſe.—If man were borne 
Upon the ſofteſt plumes of providence, 

Secure from every ill here then the teſt 

Of his obedience? Where the exerciſe 140 
Of perfect patience * to be crown'd one day 
With never- fading laurels, ſuch as Greece, 
Amid her brighteſt trophies never wore. 

Then future hope were render'd null and vain, 
If ſtedfaſt juſtice always own'd the right, 


* James ji. 4+ 
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By ſpeedy puniſhment of what 1s wrong. 
If ever-flaming Vengeance inftant ſeiz'd d 
The evil doer, where could vicious deeds, 
And where could infidelity appear ? 
By what could virtue ſhine, and gain applauſe? 150 
And how could future judgment find fit place, . 
If by ſuch preſent fignals diſpoſſeſs'd ? 2 | 4 
Reſtraint would force unwilling awe, and leave 8 \ b 
No place on earth for pure benevolencec, "14 
And filial piety, and virtuous deeds, | | 
Springing of choice not of neceſſity 
Which unavailing proves in ſight of Heaven. 
A willing ſacrifice God ſolely ſeeks: 
A willing ſervice claims his chief regard, 
And ſhall not paſs the notice of his eye: 160 
Unwilling awe avails not aught with Him, 
Who ſcans the ſecret movements of our breaſt. 


War though to puniſh, Heaven reluctant ſeem? 
Say not that providence no proof affords, 
Infallible of its ſuperior ſway _ 
'Mid the inferior kingdoms of the world : 
Where lies the fact, authentically read 
Of Juſtice vindicating injur'd right, 
And puniſhing the wrong? A queſtion bold! 
Have you not in the ſacred annals read 170 
Of injur'd Joſeph's caſe? Have you not heard 
Of Hezekiah and Sennacherib, 
The one Aſſyrian, and his vanquiſh'd hoſt, 
LE Subdu'd 
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124 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Subdu'd by Heaven's dread meſſenger of fate? 
Survey the Hand Divine, conſpicuous, ' 
O'er Noah, Daniel, and Uzzean Job; 

And the three captive Jews who triumph'd oer 
The rage of Nature's fierceſt element, 

Which can the world ſubdue! But they, like gold, 
Forth from the furnace came, more bright more pure, 


Confounding all their foes! The inſtances 181 


Of Providence, *twere endleſs to recount; 
In Gideon, Samſon, and the prophets old, 


' Thoſe favourites of Heaven, in aid of whom 


What wonders were performd! Revere the ſtroke, 
The righteous ſtroke of Juſtice, in the caſe 


Of Korah, and his curſed company; 


Who, not unlike to rebel angels, fell 

Beneath the kindling ire of Providence, 

All hideous tumbling to the yawning pit! 190 
Had not the hand of Juftice interfer'd, 

God's prophet and his law had been deſpis'd ; 


The miſhon gain'd from Heav'n ſoon ſet at nought; 


And that notorious providence that cleft 


The raging ſea, and rain'd down angels food, 
All ſhghted—or attributed to chance! 

Fit time for Juſtice then to interfere : 
Things done in ſeaſon prove a wiſe deſign; 
And that deſign, in act, is providence. 
Where Sodom's fertile plains and lofty domes 200 
Once ſtood in pleaſing proſpeR, glittering far, 
Survey che ſulphyrous Lake Aſphaltides! 
A ſacred 
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A ſacred proof, a laſting monument, SE 
Of Heaven's diſpleaſure againſt vicious deeds, 
And all aſpiring advocates for Wrong! 
In old Jeruſalem his wrath revere, 
When Titus gave to Heaven a helping hand, 


kt. Taccelerate the deſtin'd vengeance due; ' 1 
R And oft foretold by Him, the promis'd Gop j, Bf 
81 Whom Jews and Infidels alike blaſpheme ! 210 J 
Nor dream, becauſe the ſentence ſeems delay'd : 
That Juſtice lies aſleep. She ſees from far, | / 
And ſmiles to ſee the hour approaching ſwift, = 
te, In which to vindicate the right, and raiſe > 


Fair Equity and Truth to high renown ! 

To give to each of Adam's num'rous race 

An ample recompenſe, in meet return : 
For all their impious—all their righteous deeds. 


go How much ſuperior the ſupreme rewards | | = 
| In Heav'n, to thoſe that in this fickle ſtate 220 = 
| Could be conferr'd : Suppoſe of equal worth; \ 0 
t; . n duration no Fre bears. 


Bre thar-ſolemn ſeaſon, noted long : | 
In the ſeal'd records of futurity, 
When God ſhall judge the world in ri ighteouſnels, 
The work of Juſtice would be premature. 
In hurling vengeance round a guilty world 
Which, yet too ſoon muſt on the wicked fall. 


+ Iſa. ix. 6. Luke xix. 41—44. | 
38 | WITH ' 


red 
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WI Sacred Record, REASON here accords, | 

To trace the wiſdom, fitneſs, harmony, 230 

And end of all the Attributes Divine xl ! 

T*admire the juſt and meet propriety 

Of ſuch forbearance, till that future _ 

When mercy mild, and awful juſtice, ſhine 

Through Heav'n's wide-bourn with a ane 
blaze: | 

Meantime, who weighs choir import, fron ſhall find 

Both tally, both unitedly atteſt | 

The ſtrict neceffity of that aſſize, _ 

When JusT1CE, ſeated on an awful throne, © 

Guarded with thunders, and th'expanſive flaſh 240 


Ot lightnings glancing round, ſhall give to all, 
On either hand, impartial recompenſe ! 


Mercy to ſuch who MERcy's dictates loy'dz * 
Judgment to ſuch as did her ſuit deny. 


Non deem it cruelty when God ſhall deal 


| Juſtice to all who pity durſt deſpiſe : 
Mercy long lighted gives acceſs to wrath : 


When he of Judah born, Regent of Heav'n, 
The golden Sceptre long deſpis'd on earth, 


I Juſtice never exults over the divine clemency while Mercy 
can be offered: neither can Mercy be promulged at the ex- 
pence of Juſtice, The attributes of God are inviolable. Hence, 
reſpe& ſhould always be had to their mutual fitneſs and harmo- 
ny, the determined ſeaſons of their operations; and the means 
dy which thoſe ſeemingly the moſt _—_ are reconciled. 
Converts 
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Converts into an iron rod, to bruiſe 250 
0 Iniquity's ſtiff neck beneath the ſtroke 
Of his uplifted arm ;—henceforth, to rule 
The nations * with empyreal ſway, decreed, 
And arbitration juſt—then all who once 
Deſpis'd his love, ſhall feel his kindled ire. 
: Tax Deity proceeds by ſtricteſt rules, 
] And living laws, of truth and equity— 
Unalterably fix'd, as is the baſe 
Of Heaven's eternal hills! Oppos d to theſe, 
Though *twere to ſave a world, grace never acts; 
Nor aught of juſtice, mercy, providence, . _ 261 : 
Eer varies from th'eternal deep-laid ſcheme, | 
Perfect, demonſtrable + in all its parts 
Yet far ſurpaſſing man's or angels ſcan, 


TRE Deity has plac'd us in a ſtate 
Of ſhort probation, and before us fix'd 
The Joys and torments of a future life, 
A life that never ends ! And oft appeals 
To Reaſon, ſacred monitor ! and warns 


To ſhun the evil, to purſue the good, 270 
wy With wiſe intent, and live for ever. None 
_ * Pſalm ii. 9. | 
MY + Demonſtrable, 7. e. to God himſelf, ee to the 
* Apoſtle's affirmation, Acts xv. 8. . 
_ + Alluding to ſuch ſacred — chat! in Eack. | 
Xxxiii. 11. 
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123 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
But fools ſuch faithful dictates diſobey— _ 


Or dare contemn the kindly overtures, 
Which, if attended to, ſecure our peace! 
Yet thoſe who flight the ſacred call een thoſe 
The hand of juſtice long forbears to ſtrike, 


Till warning after warning they refuſe, 


And place themſelves beyond the reach of Heay'n, 


FuLL oft has faithful Conſcience loud alarm? d 
The citadel within, with friendly care, 80 280 
To fortify from ill her lov'd abode ! 


She claims the empire of the breaſt; and proves 
The friend of all who liſten to her voice: 
Who ſlight her find a foe! None ſhall contemn 


With long impunity her ſacred plaint: 


But muſt at laſt their inſolence bemoan; 


And find the query true, by Wiſdom's pen 


Propos' d A wounded ſpirit who can bear ?” 


REASON, by ſage Experience gravely join'd, 


Points out the wrong,—and warns the wanderer 
Of th'error of his way, admoniſhing 291 


Aloud, to ſteer by Wiſdom's ſacred chart : 
If he repentant, turn a willing ear, 
Intent the needful caution to obſerve 


Invariably, through Life's aſſailing ſnares, 


The courſe he ſteers, ſweet innocence attends, | if 
And Conſcience hears its teſtimony clear: 


Hope and Good Confidence ſtand by at laſt; | 
. And 
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And ſoon a gentle gale of merey wafts 3 
His Veffel ſmoothly to th'eternal port 300 


But if neglected all the warning calls 

Of reaſon, conſcience, providence, conjoin'd 

With what experience dictates; what remains 

To rectify the ſoul untaught by theſe ?— 

'Tis highly probable its haſt'ning doom 

(Though Juſtice long on ſlow forbearance wait) 

Is well nigh ſeal'd':—that ſoon the worthleſs ſkiff 

Muſt ſplit upon Preſumption's rugged rock 

And give the cargo down to darkeſt ſhades, _ 

Regions of black Tartarean night, and ſhores 3¹⁰ 

Inhofpitable, deep as Stygian ſound, 

Where hope and joy, the beams of Heav'n's bright 

day, FTE 

Shall never ſhine. r Survey 

Thy deſtin'd end, and wiſely ſhun the courſe 

That down to yonder dreary regions tends ! 

Bear round with Reaſon at thy helm, and ſteer 

| The courſe of ſacred Wiſdom. Never deem 
Unmanly the determination, thus 

To veer about, and ſhun the Stygian pool. | 

Tis better late than never to begin 3 

The courſe of Safety: none begin too ſoon; 

But ſome too late bemoan the loſs of more, 

Far more, than poets of Elyſium feign'd; 

Of alienated heav'n—that matchleſs prize, 

So idly barter'd for the dregs of Time! 

Thus children may, while airy fancy reigns 

G „ Triumphant 


+ 
* 

| 

þ 

| 

| 

[ 

5 

1 


130 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Triumphant over reaſon, part with pearls _ 

For pebbles—quite delighted with th'e A be 
Till ripening reaſon gains th'aſcendency, The 
And teaches men to eſtimate of things 330 
According to their true intrinſic worth. | 


THe Great Creator made us MEN, endow'd 
With faculties immortal and divine 
And when of theſe deſpoil'd, we fell, ſeduc d 
By the intrigues of old infernal fraud, sg. 
Beneath the power of fin's tyrannic chains: 
Relenting Pity ey'd our hopeleſs grief, 


And flew from Heaven to ranſom. us from woe. 


Mess1 an ſtoop'd from his celeſtial throne, - 
Caſt off the enſigns of his royalty *, 8 44 
And dy'd to reſcue from the tyrant's chain 

The heirs of life—to © bruiſe the Serpents head; 
And roſe again t'enſure our future life. 

Stoop down, ye hills, in homage to the Lok p! 


Ve valleys rife exulting ! earth, and ſkies, 
And thou great main—and chief, let favour'd man 


Join in a gen'ral chorus to the Sox, | 
Who brought ſalvation near ho ſtoop'd ſo lon 
To reſcue © captives” from their gloomy cells, 


And publiſh © liberty” in trains more ſoft 350 


And ſweet than highangelic harmony! 
Palm il. 6. Phil, ji. 9, 
What 


jo 


2at. 
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What breaſt but glows at thoughts like theſe, 
Cordial as to the hunted hart the ſtream 


And more refreſhing'to. the ardent foul? 1 
Enthuſiaſm here a virtue ſeems. = 
Rejoice with reyTence ye ranſom'd race! 22011 21 
Chant your Daliverer's praiſe with grateful tongue; 
But when your utmoſt effort is aſſay' d, 8 


Acknowledge ſtill, © 1s LOVE CAN NE'ER BE 


ToL D.“ 


WHen Jefle's ſacred ſtem took root on earth, 360 


And ſprang aloft, higher than all heaven's hills, 
Its vital leaves a healing balm exhald, _ 


Its teeming boughs with fruit immortal bluſh'd! 25 


Methinks I ſee, beneath its ſhade, a troop | 


Of late d#moniacs diſpoſſeſsd adoring, ' 
The leper cleang'd, the paralytic heal'd, 
Th'aggrie vd redreſs'd, the dead to life reſtor d! 


In Hol v Wxir, thoſe records of renown 
Obtain'd from Heav'n, what wonders we deſcry! 


Glad tidings” there ſalute our raviſh'd ears, 370 | 


Of © Love which paſſeth knowledge ! There we 
a 
The myſteries of man's redemption! There, 
The height and depth of “ goodneſs infinite,” 
Well pleas'd, we trace. The Sacred Page informs 
How God's Meſſiah, long foretold by ſeers, 
G 6 Came 
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Came down, on Love's expanded wings: HE came, 
Inftant to earth, with Mercy in his train, 
To buy our peace *, ſo juſtly forfeited— 
And reinſtate us, once again, ſecure. , _ | 
In the poſſeſſion of our Father's love. 380 
—Freely he purchas'd grace and life for all 
Who ſeek it, and their fallen tate deplore ; 
For all—hut thoſe whoſe folly ſeals their fate, 
5 And binds them down in Error's dark domain. 


SAy then no more that man, in his * ſtate, 
; Is helpleſs and forlorn !—for help is nigh ! 
| Th'infallible phyſician at the door + - 
Offers his aid, to all who feel their nee, 
Inflicted by the * fiery. ſerpent Six ;” ; 1181815 
Laden, oppreſs'd, and waiting for a cure; 3090 
He, without money,“ heals their mortal wound; 
Pours in the © balm”, extracted from the Tree 
Of Life—the hallow'd croſs ! With matchleſs love, 
Soliciting their cure, ; he bids them © live S ;” 
And, lo! from impotence they riſe to life 
| And health reftor'd ! ALL who refuſe not, may 
1 Stretch forth the wither'd hand” and find relief. 
| |  —Since man's loſs is regain'd ; conjecture not 
Of him as of a mere wank eee 


* Eph. i. 14—1 Cor. vi. 20. + Rev. iii. 20. 
} Matt. xi. 28. $ Ezck. xvi, 26. | 
| | By 


0 
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By ſprings of mighty FATE: So ſome affirm, 400 
Erring * :=Diſhonourable thought! For CHRIST 
Procur'd his life +—proclaim'd his“ liberty ,“ 


And freed him from the thraldom of his ſtate :  - | 


And where fin once abounded, now much more 


Does grace abound in him for Adam's race. 8 


But if deſgoibd of reaſon, will, and choice 1 


90 good, evil, man no more can ſtand 


Accus in judgment for his deeds Th 


Than the ſea- idol + of the Philiftines 


Could ſtand reſponſible before the xx, 410 : 
For ſeeming to affect divinity: TEE; 5 
Nor were MAN elſe a man Nor could he claim 


Pre-eminence ver yonder harmleſs herds. 


That graze the verdant plains or ge the hills, 


Ia ** round, in fair array! 
Tho' more erect his form—of wiLL depriv d, 


In moral excellence can he excel? 


* The ancient Manichees, and ſome modern writers, wo 

hold the ſcheme of Chriftian and philoſophical neceffity, _ 
+ Cor. xv. 22. - + II. Ixi. 2. Luke iv. 18. 
| $ Rom. v 18, 20. I DaGosN. 

The idea, ſo common in the world, of the rational crea- 
ture, Man, not being endued with free agency is ſo abſurd, that 
it ſcarcely can apply to the brute creation. If man be deprived. 
of freedom of will, he muſt be a kind ef involuntary machine 
which to ſuppoſe the human being degenerated to, is incompa- 
tible with ſcripture and common ſenſe. Apoc. xxii. 17. | 

«© The mother of true wiſdom is the ll :” 
The nobleſt intellect a foo] without it. YouNG.. 
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But hold Let no vain fatalif? debaſe 


The dignity of human nature Know, 


Tho' men and angels, children of one Lord, 420 
Both fell enſlay'd—twas man * obtain'd releaſe ; 


And that releaſe obtain'd, without his ſuit, 


By means that prove his high eſteem in Heaven. 
Hence MAN is great—great by creation ſtill; 
Majeſtic when in ruins ; but reſtor'd 

A living tranſcript of the Deity ! 

If by creation great; yet greater Rill 

By precious puchaſe: by redemption high! x 


Man's prime prerogative—Heay'ns © laſt beſt gift” 
Been freely pledg'd for him: —a ranfom full 430 


For his recovery—and immortal life. 


Yer ftill, the prize celeſtial to obtain, 
With Perſeverance he muſt hold accord, 
To life's laſt period :—bent with ſteady helm, 
To ſteer the courſe which providence direc̃ts: 
And PERSFVERANcE fails not to ſurmount 


A thouſand obftacles : It has been ſeen 
To lay, ev'n hills of difficulty, low! 


The Divine juſtice, in paſſing by angels and ma 
man, ſeems fully vindicated by conſidering the former, though 
created pure, was ſelf-depraved; the latter, though equally 
poſſeſt of free agency, /educed by the former. The degrees of 
criminality, in theſe caſes, appear ſcarce leſs oppoſed, than the 
difference between the man who commits a deſperate act of ſui- _ 


cide, and him who falls by an * caſualty. 
The 
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And ſhall the Chriſtian idly hope to riſe 


ls kept in ſtore to grace the Victor's brow, 


This is a ſtate of warfare, not of reſt ; 


The wealthy merchandize of rich Cathay, * 1 
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The « good mar” ſo ſurmounts all accidents, 
While faith, with ſhield celeſtial, guards his breaſt, 
And courage into effort prompts deſign, 441 
He ſees the prize, purſues it with his might, 
And gains the ſummit of his ardent hopes. 


UnwEARIED perſeverance makes the man 
Of ſignal eminence in every line: 


To eminence by diffipated floth, 

An inattentive habit, and a brow 

Not mark'd by vigilance or ſtudious care? 
The name of Chriſtian ill befits the child 450 
Of foft effeminacy Vain, alas? | 

And premature his hope of preſent fame, 

Or future recompenſe :—The crown of life 


No conqueſt can be gain'd without aſſaults. 


The reſt remains beyond this © yale of tears; * 
When paſt Life's ſtorms, and all its threat ning ills 
We land ſecure on Salem's peaceful ſhore. 55 


Vaan is the man who fondly Nope to gain 460 


Jo traffic in Golconda, or Nankin, 
Who never launches out a fingle league 
From forth his native ſtrand:—Equally vain 


+ CHINA, 


136 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 

Our hope of gaining heaven's illuſtrious port, 

And all the pleaſures juſt men there poſſeſs, E 
Who never labour to ſecure the prize: 


The prize, though purchasd and reſerv'd inflore | [ 


For all who deem it worth their prime regard, 


Is yet beſtow'd on none but ſuch as ſteer 470 


_—_ to gain the nelly: merchandiſe, 444 


LiFe's Voyage ede sette the man, 
The man alone, whoſe faith and humble hopes 5 * 
Are fix'd on high, concentering in Him +5 | -/ 
Who rules the rage of every boding ſtorm, 9 A5 
And ſtills Life's tumults with divine control. 

Or all Life's Voyagers, the happieſt ge 
Who brooks the tempeſt and ſurmounts the ſtorm 
Secure, with Patience ſmiling by his ſide! 
Triumphant he, o'er deſtiny's domain, 480 
Long makes his weary way, with ſteady prow, 
Still bearing on, invariably, what courſe 
Dire&s to Salem's tow'rs. At length ſubſide 
The ſcowling ſurges and the piercing blaſts 
Of chill adverſity ſoon die away.—— 

The pleaſing proſpect opens wide and clear, 
To meet his ardent eyes —He ſees it nigh, 
And nigher till! Advancing to the ſtrand, 


Before a ſwelling gale he gently glides— - 


Bears to the haven of eternal peace, 490 


Delighted to obtain fo ſoon the prize; | 
= On 
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On that diviner ſhore, where grief and pain, 

And wearineſs and death find no acceſs. 

There he, in full fruition reaps the fruit 

Of his long arduous toil. What words can paint 
That calm ſerenity, that cordial cheer, 

Which reigns eternal in his tranquil breaſt, 

Or fits upon his brow ;—his' lofty brow 

With laurels and celeſtial roſes crown'd ! 

But chief of all, what heart can comprehend - 500 
That ſoothing thought, of years ſucceeding years 
With large increaſe of growing happineſs, 
Which fills, elates, o'erwhelms his raviſh'd ſoul ! 


TME radiant ſplendor of the purple morn 
Serene, when paſt a night of dark diſtreſs, 
Conflicting hurricanes, wrecks, and alarms, 
How grateful to the wo-worn mariner: 
Deſcrying ſoon in view the wiſh'd for port, 
With ſhouts of joy he greets his natal ſhore ! 
The Chriſtian ſo exults to gain his port, 510 
And reſt at home within his Father's houſe, 

Secure at length of his inheritance. | 
There pious ſouls ſhall feaſt with tranquil joy: 
Nor dangers drear, nor ſhipwreck, nor alarms 
Diſturb them more: a long adieu to theſe ; 
To ſorrows, pains, and tears, a long adieu! 


AFTER 
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AFTER a tedious Voyage, welcome REST: 
All Tribulation's bitter potions now 


Are ſweeten'd by the lenient balm of peace. 


So refts the weary lab'ring hind, when paſt 520 
A live-long day of unremitting toil : 

At night he greets his lowly cottage roof, 

And lays him down with ſmiling Innocence; 

Then ſleep, its dewy balm pours o'er his eyes, 

And ſeals up all his ſenſes in repoſe. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


A Storm at Sea Eloquenily expreſſive of the Majeſty 


and Omnipotence of God. A ſignal Deliverance on the 


| Ocean, Similar Delrverances in the Diſpenſations of 


Life and Providence frequent. The Uſes of Storms in 
a Phyſical, and of Calamities in a Moral Senſe, —Ther 
ſalutary Influences on Nature, and on the human Mind. 
God's Ways unſearchable. Man's Life mutable. The 
Folly of his prying over-ſerupulouſly into the Secrets of 
Providence— Admoniſh'd rather of bis own Frailty, 
and of the Viciſſitudes and Imperfections of the preſent 


State. Addreſs to the high-flown Favourites of For- 


tune, The Diſaduantages attending Stations of Emi- 
nence and Poverty, figuratively repreſented. The Hap- 
pineſs and Security of a Medium State. Their preca- 
rious, and often fatal Enterprize who make Riches, 
Preferments, Honours—the Ultimatum of their Pur ſuits 
A ſuitable Reflection and Improvement. | 
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ERTAL Powers! (primeval ſource of 0 : TY 
And harmony) you gave to Echo birth, | 4 
In ſwift vibrations—when the morning ſtars _ 15 


United ſang, and all God's countleſs hoſt 


Glad acclamations through Heaven 5 concave 1 
pour'd: | l 
And in more recent times, you PAL oaks | 1 


The full ton'd viol, and the warbling harp, 
Of the enraptur'd Hebrew bard, to warm 
The ſoul of Piety, who ſang altern 

Of nature, and accordant providence, 
In pleaſing accents, various as bis theme, 


Till 
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Till litt ning dæmons * loſt their power to harm ! 
Raiſe my aſpiring muſe, to ſoar fublime 
Above the middle regions of the ſtorm, 
Through clouds and tempeſts, on a fiery car, 
Like th'ancient Tiſhbite to the mount of God +, 
From whence to trace the wonders of his hand : 
Or if confin'd below the lunar ſphere, | 
A while to dwell inglorious ! let me reſt, 
Hid in the boſom of yon nodding cliff, 20 
Aloft o'er ſurging ſeas, at eaſe to fing | 
The mariner's diſaſtrous dread in ſtrains 
Symphonious to th* lian harp, what time 
Nature's conflicting elements, rous'd up, 
Are on the wing, that ſcarce my ſtraining muſe, 
Exerting all her vigour, durſt purſue ! 
Kindling in effort, now ſhe fondly ſtiives 
Io ſtrike in concert with the. Wa and waves. 

Wulr time the fohing © « genius of the form” 

Salutes the fails, and wantons on the deep 30 
In circling eddies—then the ſignal's given: 
Ye navies haſte! furl up the ſails ! prepare! 
Inſtant the ſounding ſquadrons of the ſky 
Precipitate their flight with matchleſs ſpeed !. 
Down the ſteep verge of heay*n-conteſting winds, 
With aggravated fury, ſweep along 


* x Sam. xvi. 23. 1 Kings xix. 8. 
| Athwart 
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Athwart the black inhoſpitable ſhores, 
With clam'rous din, in concert to the waves ; . 
A chorus harſh ! from which the deafen'd ear 
Abhorrent turns, ſtunn'd by the hollow roar! 42 
Adown the dark incumbent atmoſphere, | 
Tumultuous hurl'd, bears torrents to the deep, 
Tremendous as in Zoan's fruitful field, 
When warring elements conſpir'd to ſeourge 
Egyptian pride, and blaſt the hopeful year! 
The forked lightnings play: The awful car 
Of Deity to gain the good, rolls on * 
Precipitant, with pond'rous wheels, that craſh. 
Repeated vollies thro” the vaults of Heaven! 
Creation hears, and ſhudders at the ſound ! 50 
Ocean affrighted, foams, and raves, his voice 
Uplifting horrible! Confuſion dire 
Awakes, Commotion heaves her clam'rous head 
Among the clouds, and drives her furious ſteeds, 
Impatient of reſtraint—while from their breath 
The whirlwind iſſues, ſpouting torrents high + 
Above the tow'ring maſt—high as the arch 
Which gilds the . cloud! thence pouring 
c down 
Upon the head of proudeſt navies, prone | 
Like Niagara's falling deluge—finks 60 


* In alluſion to Thunder. 
+ Alluding to Water- ſpouts at ſea. 


Their 
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Their ſtreaming honours deep ingulph'd! Mean 
time 

The ſurging billows lifted from their bed, 

In ſwelling undulations, roll ſublime 

Like ridgy hills, commixing with the clouds, 

And open lay the fountains of ttabyſs 

Which threat'ning aim to deluge wide the world! 

An emblem faint of old Deucalion ſcenes! | 

Yet what avails the tumult > Why enrag'd 

In ſuch a deadly feud old Ocean, thus - 

To laſh the lofty cliffs, and ſcour the ſhores, - 70 

And heave into the clouds, tumultuous, 

Threat'ning aloud unutterable deeds, 

And devaſtations drear? Proud main forbear! 

Great Nature's calm controller, Deſtiny, 

Admoniſhes, “ Such idle ſtrife forbear! 

In vain you laſh the lofty rocks, and ſcaurge 

The ſtedfaſt baſe of the eternal hills; 

« Since Heav'n decrees, een deſpicable ſands, . 

cc Your bounds confine, and all your rage defy ! 

«© Th'Omnipotent ſuch power attends. 80 

He gives you laws; he curbs your proud deſigns; 

cc Dine your bounds in due circumference, 

And holds you in the hollow of his hand 

cc Beyond the limits given, you dare not move; 

Nor can you flee the conqueſts of his arm.“ 


WHAT 


Some from the cordage blown down to the deep; | Ph 


With each returning ſurge, no more to greet | 5 
The cheering light of heav'n—which now no more 

Appears! Convolving clouds, and fiery waves, - 
And blazing meteors, glancing quick as thought, i} 


Le pallid crews, for help is often nigh ; 
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WHarT eloquence can ſhew, what pencil paint, 
The buſy terrors which poſſeſs the ſouls 
Of yonder frantic navy? See them toſs d, 
Reeling and pendent—o'er the foaming fone ! 89 


And ſome ſwept off the deck or from the heim! 
While thus the raging elements contend, 

Each auburne cheek grows wan: each vivid eye 
Wiſhfully rolls, in expectation ſall 


Abſorb the beams of day, and quench its orb; „ 
The choiceſt gift of God! No ſcene appears, 100 
Save threat ning dangers, boding inſtan twreck! 
Kind Heaven avert che ſwift impending doom! 
All human help is vain, and refuge none, 

Leſs than divine appears, —Deſpair not ſtill, 
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Though undiſcover'd, or miſdeem'd afar, 

Againſt the ſeeming hour of deſtiny. 

Still © againſt hope,” in humble hope rely 

On the OMN1iPoTENT, whoſe hand can ſhield : 

From Ocean's rage, and - to the utmoſt ſave.” 110 

Appeal to Him, ye Voyagers, who rules 

Both earth and heav n; whom 6 winds and ſeas 
obey.” | 
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His help prevents the deſtitute; nor ſnall 
Such ſeek in vain: For man's ee 


Gives opportunity, in ſeaſon meet, r 19 
For bounding Mercy to ſtep in benign, 
And reſcue ſouls devoted to deſpair ! 


*Tis done - the ſtorm ſubſides the fleet ſecure . 


Bears on to, make the harbour—where it rigs - | 
Afreſh ;—Al damages repair'd, tis meet 120 
T'enjoy the lives prolong'd by Providence, FF 
And recognize deliverance with A tear. t 


Tuvs oft Heaven's erer ſafe protets the 
wretch | TY 
Who, loft to hope, md 15 final i. 
With each returning ſurge: yet ſtill he lives 
To bleſs the hand that bore aloof his foul 
O'er diffidence - and deſtiny's proud waves. 
IT'adore the voice which ſooth'd his buſy fears, 
And ſpoke to peace the ſtorm! Life's raging ills, 


When chid by thy command, ALL POWERFUL/ 


KING, 130 
Subſide, obedient to the nd fi; ; | 
And all the reſtleſs tumults inſtant ceaſe, 

So ceas'd the ſtormy lake in Paleſtine, 
When aw'd by his majeſtic voice, who'call'd 
Old Chaos into order; and gave birth. 
To all exiſtence : © Let them be,” 


Said GOD, andlo oy are ! He fummon'd LIGHT, ” 
. 


And inſtant light appear'd i That well &hown voice 
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Both winds and waves—and caſualties * bey. 


Is all this violent diſcordant din 140 
Of active elements an idle ftrife,, 7 1 
Productive of no good to man? Not ſo 23 Ji 
In every province every diſtant clime, ' / +” 
NATURE turns preacher, and ſalutes his ears 


With various le&ures—of divine delight, | 
Heard frequent from the foreſts and the groves! 7 
The ftreams and rills ! the hollow winds ! the. ſeas! 1 


And thunders pealing thro' the diſtant ſky 3; N 
Or greets his eyes with pleaſing ſcenes, e 
By che ſoft pencil of Fer faction uthich 1 92 


The imitative ARTS in vain + would FIERY dn 
Theſe clearly ſhew the Great CREATOR's power. 


And when uplifted in the ſtorm, his voice; 


_ Evn ſtorms proclaim, in ſtrains all eloquent, 


To the aſtoniſh'd world his echoing praiſe, : | 
And Nature's voice, to various accents tun'd, 
Acute and grave, how charming, how ſublime, 
Heard by the ear of *. Philoſophy ! 


* We have undoubted authority from the Divine Ginaln to 
affirm, that thoſe my ſerious diſpenſations of Providence which 
are ſtileq «« Caſualties,” are alf the direction or r permiſſion of 
unerring Wiſdom. | 1 


+ In vain, in point of equality. 


H 2 Tornados 


1 


. 8 
8 


n 


3 


R ©: Si 
* a ſel _ - . 2 2 
* * * x re wo — os 4 a e * — 4 wo =— 
* * 2 5 9 ; 4 N * 5 8 2 4 - * 2 4 k — — = way __ FO Ray n 2 . hp. N L * "ys 
. 6m, 0nd 5 „FE OV EO Mad. Deo is en.. 5 4 e * 3 en 3 8 pore 
VR IR Lis r. 1 5 i * Wy 22 Lint - - 5 25 88 . dE, is Fr wg Lode 2 
EX 2 Pye « AY AS, 8 A - \ age = ip _ = Da ar g SF. 5. : 2 
— % + * N =y RIO bo . _ - 


. 8 


n. 


- a6 <%JXL 
e 


— 


» 
” * 


— —_— 


2 


ET 5 N 
n 


— 5 
> 3 
th. n C 


a 1 
WP 
hs = 
5 

LO a 
4 3 6 
1 "x - 
5 — hd 

WEN 
=_ 
> 4 WS 
_—_ * 
8 

F 

4 

* 

' 
4 
PR - 
> BW 
%. II 
LP | 

— 

= 
br 

7 

3 

* 

> 
A 7 
5 

£ 

9 
ST, 


8 1. 


— a EEE een ens in. en. ad 
«> 


— 1 Wo 


corre 2 W 


3 * Jo * * A 
Re „ e 


. 3 


— 


— 
« A. 
* 6 


= 
07 
#; 
+ 
1 
Woe” 
* 
© 
"* 
- z 3 
3 L 
4 ws 
8 , 
* 
© 
* 


148 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 

Tornados dire have uſeful ends aſſign d? 

And tempeſts uſher in to reſcue man. 160 

The active elements conſpire to chaſe : 

The peſt of foul infectious fumes afar; 

To kill the noiſome ſeeds of dank diſeaſe, 

Which elfe would epidemical run through 

The vital air; and ſoon with morbid taint 

Corrupt Life's ſprings, and ſweep whole realms 
away. 


Dame Nature, in her various aides, 


Appears in Reaſon's philoſophic eye, 
Studious to heal a Lazar world—and fave. 
The clouds her copious magazines that deal 170 
Her inexhauftible abundance round, hl; 
Impartially o'er many a diſtant realm: 

The winds her potent engines to convey | 

Up to the mountain-top reſources freſh 

Of fluid element to feed the ſprings 

That thence into the vallies deep deſcend. 

And when to ſoft favonian gales the ſtorms. 

Give way, her fertile ſtores in ſmiling ſhow'rs 
Diſſeminate around, to cheer the hills! 

The verdant plains and ruſſet meads to clothe 180 
In livery gay, and crown the fields with corn? 
The lawns with ſpangled flowers to perfume ! _ 
The woods with leafy veſtments to adorn !. 


While all, in various concert, “ laugh and fing”” 


GREAT 


GREAT Nature varies, and alternately x 
Each different aſpe& bears ; but provident 
In each, purſuing her own plan—alike 
From ſtorms and calms educing general good 
And terminating all in one great end, 


« The welfare of communities and worlds.” 190 


In Nature, and accordant Providence, 
The works and counſels of the Deity _ 
Do often greet the philoſophic eye, 
Often elate th'illamin'd Chriſtian's mind ; 
With deep ſolemnity. Such wond'rous' works L 
Are fcann'd by wiſdom's ſons, with pure intent 
To glorify the . Firſt Great Cauſe,” in all 
The various operations of his hand. 7 
Creation publiſhes his handy-work: 
And Providence proclaims How wiſe | , 200 
His counſels ! how profound, how wonderful 
His ways!“ His purpoſes ſurpaſſing far 
Or human thought, or angels keener ken, 
Are hid from principalities and powers: 
Their higheſt orders ſeek & in vain to trace 
The vaſt eircumference:of his boundleſs plan. 
UnzzrinG Wiſdom has decreed to man, 
In paſſing through Life's turbulent domain, 
Gainſt fortune s frowns to lift aloft his brow! 
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To meet the buffet of temptation's tides !- £0 
| | P 


To combat with a thouſand ftorms—and ills ! 
This day may ſhed its flow'rs and odours round ; 
The next its blaſting mildew and its bane : 
The Life of man abounds with various ills ; 
Yet theſe; though numberleſs, are provident, 
And prove a fund of wiſdom to the wile ! 
Theſe warn him not to anchor too ſecure, - 
Too confident. in Life's rough bay: Theſe waft 
Th'affections fleeter on to reach the high | 
Celeſtial port! Welcome the accident 220 
That lift the mind to its congenial ſkies | 
Theſe « light afffictions,“ tranſient” as the night, 
Are ſent to purge our ſouls, like gold refined = 
From baſe alloy, for that eternal « weight 

Of glory” in reverfion—ſoon to dawn. 


Theſe calm correctives of a Father's hand 


Are meant to make us vigilant and wiſe; 
Humble and ſober—virtuons and benign. 

Nor aught on earth or aught in heav'n can ſave 
The wretch, who, unreclaim'd by adverſe fate, 240 


Obdurate ſtill remains—unaw?*d beneath 


The gentle chaſtiſements of Mercy's hand !— 


Unknowing that his crimes do ſtripes deſerve, | 
From theſe on earth inflicted, diff *rent far : 


Theſe ſent in pity, to reclaim and fave. 


SABLE 


BOOT WMC -ii: 2920 
SABLE Adverſity full oft befriends 
Ungrateful man, forgetful of his God, 
And calls him back, wide wand*ring from the fold, | 
To ſhare the meltings of paternal love! | 
Calamity is heard, in wiſdom's ear, 250 
Reading ſage lectures of morality, 
Which, when ſucceſs attends us, are unheard: 
This ſtimulates our future hopes, and mounts 
The ſoul on pinions for that higher ſtage, 
| WHO proud e ee n 1 where the 

oppreſsd #6 1-4 

And 1 laden reſt i in ſweet e A; 
Abſtracted ſo, from all theſe ſick ning bones | 
Of inftability, we fix on heaven, 
And with Religion ſteer to make our port! e 


Acceſs to meek humility and peace; * 

And theſe, inhabiting, adorh the-ſoul, BY 

A jewel for the cabinet of heaven, 

Of matchleſs priee in the Supreme regard. 
Affliction frequent proves the Chriſtian's gain, 
While deſtin'd to his earthly manſion 1 Þ 
Jos ſtripes embarraſs, and its frowns en 1 


o % .% 
#2 ; i 445; £5 


* AMiQtions i in he e preſent ſtate of knw, nature, my be 
deemed unfavourable to peace ; but "if theſe are conducive to 
h humility, which I think in the nature of things i is undeniable, 


wt 


peace and happineſs, 


Wa 1 


This bends the mind averſe to pride, and gives 260 


| humility may be proved to be one of the chief ingredients of 
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Afſtoniſh'd, then they trace his en paths: | 
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The veteran whoſe prize is virtue, whoſe 


Reward is Heav'n—than fortune's ſmiles aſſail! 


Affliction's aids can forcibly releaſe - 2270 
From frail mortality's unſtable joys ; 
Unſhackle from terreſtrial ties the ſoul, _, 

To plume its wings ethereal for the ſkies! 

As ſtorms oft terminate in calms ſerene; 


# \ * * y L 
$ #23 35 18 


So Chriſtian conflicts, well ſupported, end i 
In heartfelt 3 Joy, and hope, and looting peace. 4 


4 j 2 10 


. ſons, the leaſt reger. deem 


The raging ſtorms and incidents of Life 


Will bear them down the gulph of miſery! YA 


Anon they find th'Inviſible dire&s | 5 


Their doubtful courſe controls Life's os ills, 
And ſcreens them from its threat'ning terrors, hid 

As in the hollow of his outſtretch'd hand. 

Of mercy, wiſdom, equity—in all 

The various operations of has e lan 163 
And pleas'd to comprehend the myſtery - . | 

Of love, reveal'd in facred writ, fulfilPd 

In nature—amplify'd in providence ; 


They join ſublime accord with ſacred ſeers, 290 | 


And kings inſpir'd, to worſhip the SurREME 
Who lifts his hand to heav'n, and graſps the ſtars, 
Rolling them in their ſeveral orbits round ! 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe meaſur d ſteps outſtrip the fleeteſt winds, 
Or meteors glancing thro' the ſtormy ſK y, 
When injur'd Innocence invokes his aid! 

When Me wings his flight, the lightnings then 

Are tardy and remiſs compar'd with his 
Unmeaſur'd ſpeed ! If JusTice calls aloud: 

For indignation, then, with flower pace, 1460. 
And a determin'd aſpect, lo he comes! 

Rolls with the whirlwind round his ribs car, 
Convolv'd in tempeſts deep, and flames of fire; 
With meagre famine, peſtilence, and death, 
Attendant in his train—to execute 

His righteous judgments on a guilty land: 

The kindling mountains ſmoke, the little hills 

Affrighted fly the terrors of his hand. 

Tremble, thou Earth! roar out aloud, thou Main! ; 
And, imprec ate his vengeance now, who dare! 310 
Supreme he reigns o'er all the ſons of pride; 
Fixing his refidence in deepeſt glooms, + 
As in the brighteſt blaze of ſtedfaſt heaven! 

His throne unbounded : uncontroul'd his reign, 

Paſt finding out his thoughts: his wond'rous ways 

Unknown to all but the eternal Mind, 

Higher than heaven, wider than the ſea, 

And broader than the earth, are his domains; 

Yet he inſpects minutely through them all: 


+ Pſalm xvili, 21. 


H TT | Tho 


154 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Tho” earth, and fea, and ſkies, proclaim his hand, 


His footſteps are-not known; or only ſeen 321 


As * in a mirror * nor yet clearly trac'd 
Wn this uncertain tenor of an hour. 
{4 

A FEW ſhort moments spaiifrh out the life. 
Of man, in this his minor ſtate—his ſtate 
Of inert infancy compar'd with hat 
Maturity of intellectual growth, | | 
Beyond the flight © partition wall,” where ae N 


(By tranſmutation ſtrange, ſubſiſting ſtill) 


Seems ſwallow'd up of immortality. 8 
Then circling years, ſucceeding years, combine 
To aggrandize his future ſtate, ſo high, | 
That righteous man in bliſs ſhall gods become: 
Till then—let no preſuming ſceptic tax 


The operations and diſpoſals meet 


Of that “ all perfect wonder-working Hand,“ 
Which operates unſeen ꝙ throughout the maſs 
Of animated nature—and inanimate 

Works the machine, and governs every ſpring. 
Too ſhort man's æra, and too limited 0 


His narrow ſpan of knowledge i in this ſtate, 


To comprefiend the connſels, works, and ways 
Of 1 N plann'd in the Eternal's mind; 


x Cor. xiii. 12. 
+ * fave 1 in its operations, W chich are viltble to every 
rational being. 
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And executed with unerring aim JE * $9" 4.4 
Too impotent his arm to move the wheels 
Of mighty fate (a wheel within a wheel *) 
Or on their axis to roll round the ſpheres: 
This work to the Omnipotent belongs. 
In all his plan the Infinite proceeds, 
Convolving order and neceſſit 350 
In one eternal round, conducting men 
Free-willing + agents by well-order'd rules; 
But Nature's works by ſtrict neceſſity : 
And who ſhall cenſure or reviſe his plan! 8 
Vain man forbear! Nor daringly preſume | 
To fnatch the compaſſes forth from his hand, 
And teach Eternal Wiſdom what is meet! 
Go, rather recognize thy origin, 
And ſtudy well thy end. Why waſt thou form'd 
At firſt, by Wiſdom's Architect, a child 360 | 
Of humble duſt, from forth thy mother-earth ? 
Why doom'd, once more by ruthleſs fate to lep 
In her embrace? A leſſon meet to teach 
Thy pride humility. Abaſing thought! 
Soon the frail tenement of human clay, 
However varniſh'd o'er with ſplendid pomp, 
Muſt mould'ring fall, Fey „ into duſt ; - 


X ExekieÞs Viſion. 


The doctrine of man's free agency, upon the grounds of 
his being redeemed from the original tranſgreſſion, has been 
ſufficiently aſſerted and vindicated in the laſt Book. 


„ A prey 
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A prey for earth's humiliating tribes! 
So falls the faireſt flow'r, when paſt the prime, : 
And back to its prion) Kate returns. 37⁰ 


YE vaſſal ſons of Fortune * J while the 3 * 
Your deſtiny predicts, with patience hear! Nin 
Like Phaeton upon his fiery car, 

You give to p'e:ſure and. to folly reins, 
Ardent, as who would ſet the world on fire, | 
Life's paſſing ſhadows to purſue ! Yet know, 
While in the wild career you inly burn, 

The archer Death purſues you cloſe — SI_h l 
With. equal ſpeed, and marks you for his prey! 
Perhaps th'officious muſe, well-meaning errs. "os 
Twere an offence to imitate the page, 

Who whiſper'd at the eaſtern monarch's ear, 

A daily lecture of mortality — On 4] 
For ſome are in theſe later ages grown 
So averſe to recolle& their future fate, IR 

As if Fate's Arbiter and they ſhould ne er . 

Join hands To ſuch, unwelcome his approach, | 

| Unwelcome though his vifit, lo he comes ! 

No might beneath the ſun his rapid courſe ed 
Can ſtay —or enervate his potent arm 3080 
Save virtue þ, Riches, honours, beauty, fame, 
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1 Virtue is dere introduced, by a ſyneccoche, for me whole of 
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And frength are vain: ene avidft gems od 


| crowns, : Aan 423628 5 
Are hurl'd beneath his — Nas: amv 
Appears engrav'd indelible on all! 
Oft unſufpe&ed ſchemes the monſter plans 
And perdue proves an undermining S 0 
While we perhaps are forming mighty ſchemes, 
He makes his onſet on our puny. race, 
And earths us deep in deſtinyꝰ s domain: Pn 
That“ land of apparitions and of ſhades.” : | ty 
So vain a mortals boaſt—ſo weak his arm . 
So fluctuating all his earthly bliſ s? 
Nor more precarious the pale lover's dream; . 
When near the fond enchantreſs of his ſoul, 
Loft in ſome fair Dædalian labyrimd, . 
He trembling ſtands - views her approving ſmiles 
With rapture, and ſcarce wiſhes other heaven! Tt; 
When lo, too ſoon, ſome. unexpected ſcene, PS 
Dark intervening, ſeparates between , , |. . i, © 
Him and the faireſt idol of his breaſt! 410 
In vain his anxious cares to trace ber. Eng 
Anon he wakes and finds himſelf undone !. _ 
Such, and ſo dubious are Life's-chiefeſt j joys ; i 
Unſtable all, and all deluſive dreams! 
No ftate of eminence no lowly. lot 
Nor innocence itſelf, exempts us from 
The frequent onſet of Misfortune's wave! 
The following ſcenes confirm the truth I ſing. 


* it; 


73 
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Ix Life's con verging Voyage, you deſery 
Some hoiſting ſails, with ſtately elegance, 420 
Before the gale of warm proſperity, ' 21 
A foſtering breeze gliding ſecure: beneath 
The vertical bright beams of zenith pb wer, 
In torrid climes—cheer'd with the flatt'ring hope 
Of floating ſtill with many a proſp'rous gale, 
Through many a future, joyous live-long day. 
They ſeem poſſeſt of all below the ſun: 
Of all, but happineſs—the ſum of all! 
Their elevated maſts, expanded ſheets, 
And flowing ſtreamers of the rainbow's die, 439 
Salute the clouds of heav*n! The ſtately bark, 
Expos'd to each contending element, | 
Unballaſted, unfraught, bears bounding on 
O'er all th'expanſive filver-gleaming ſcene, - 
Unconſcious of à ſtorm, 'and'unprepard g . 
For angry Neptune's rage. Anon he frowns, 
And wakes up from the dark olian caves 
The furious hurricane to ſtrike their fails, : 
And ſhew the impotence of human pride 
Thus oft our chace of earthly happineſs 
In diſappointment ends! Its ſootheſt tale 440 
Deceives the liſt ning ear! And all its joys 
Evaporate like morning dews before oh 
The ardent ſun's all-powerful beams ! Ah, then 
The mighty fabric of our hopes is funk, 
Like ſome romantic caſtle in a dream! {| 
| STILL 


BOOK VII. 159 
STILL let the well-fledg'd muſe ſuperior riſe, 
And emulate the ſky-lark's matin ſong. 
Ambitious of her theme, ſhe ſoars to ſing 
The fate of kings. Have monarchs cauſe to dread 
Deſcent from their ſuperior eminence ? 451 
They who enjoy dame Fortune's envy'd 1 
And ſeem to riſe above Misfortune's reach, 
To fairer realms, like demi - gods, and there 
Lulbd in the lap of pleaſure — ſoft repoſe ! 
Can they experience the reverſe of fate? 
Yes: Such may riſe in ſplendid wealth abounding, 
Like the rich Lydian chief *; and ſet like him 
Of UZ +, ſtripp'd of their en kingdoms, 
| crowns! _ 
No ſtate is permanent 1 the ſkies: 1 4 465 
They ſhine like ſtars - but oft like meteors Fall 1. 
Survey at hand the mirror of their fate. 
That ſtately man of war attracts the eye 
Of every pleagd beholder! How he floats 
With majeſty from out th'admiring dock ! h 
Thoſe ſpacious ſheets, ſwoln with the whizzing 
gale ; | 
And pendant ftreamers waving to hs ſky, 
As in contempt of Ocean's utmoſt rage, 
Attract the eye of wonder from the ſhores, 
And awe the diſtant world Vain ny of power! 


| Croxsvs. | +F 3 


Such 
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Such ſtately veſlels, ſplit on ſome proud rock, 471 
Pay low ſubmiſſion to the ſurging ſeas. E 


Soc is the lot of FoRTUNE's nobleſt ſons. 
(Nor crowns nor ſceptres give ſecurity) 
They too ſubmiſſion pay, when fate decrees, 

To the rude inſult of Misfortune's wave. 
DtsceNnD1NG, prone with eaſy flight—the muſe | 

To different ſcenes attends: And now ſhe ſings, 

In melancholy accents to the winds, - | - 

Their luckleſs fate, by fickle fortune plac'd 480 

In humble ftations—in the ebb of Life: | 

From the high helm of pow'r they ſtand aloof : 

Nor melt beneath the torrid zone of wealth. 

No danger theſe from fortune's ſunſhine fear, 

Or need to fear: far different is their fate. 

Rear'd in the rigour of ſtern winter's reign, 

And near ally'd to the rôugh polar. bone 

A direful train of ſtorms diverfity'd 

Obſtructs their courſe, with oft renew'd aſſail. 

Chill'd by penurious blaſts, and full expos'd 490 

To battering cares, anxieties, and fears, 

Subject to nakedneſs, and want, and ſcorn, 

Theſe meagre ſons of ſcanty poverty 

Are doom'd to combat miſery and woe 

In all their ſubterfuges and aſſaults, 

With unremitting fortitude, till death. 


rr n 


BOOK VII. 
The ſickening gleams of proud proſperit , = 
By them unfelt, portend no future harms. | | 
Yet ſtill, they equal, or ſupegio r ls. t n nei | | 
From chill Adverſity's corroding; blaſts . .: Foo 7 — 

| Suſtain, Their leaky, weather-beaten ſkiff, 9 
Shatter'd and toſs d, does ſeldom FRAFANCE find 7 
Into the haven of unruffled peace. | | 1 
Like little Nautilus they ſilent . oi ed 1 
Twixt rocks and rocks Oer ſhallow founds,s tow, | | 
As unregarded, in the eye of Power. f 
And if they chance to wreck, the loſs ſeems fall, 
And ſmall is the alarm: They founder. of, _— 
Amid the ſhifting ſands of Accident: 1 
And ſometimes ſtrike on rocks of deep . 510 
But ſeldom are, they known to overſet 5 
By the opprobrious blaſt of « envy; Safe 5 
From proud ambition—the prepoſtrous gale- = | 
Of airy fortune bears, them not e 1 14 
The buſy buſtle and formality f i ie 
Of Life, in higher rank, affects Pri. not. 

Nor thieves, nor pirates, deem them 1 3 
Their ſhallow floop, and tatter'd weeds, Kerpe 
The fury of the raging elements. Rt 
Wich light proportion'd freight, and lowly 1 520 f 1 
They ſteer ſecure where gallant ſhips. would heel, 

Some privileges are by charter theirs ! 

Let they have much to fear, and much to feel! 
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Their courſe attend. Fates not unlike to theirs 


The northern pilot rues—where ſhining ſeas, 


Glew'd by the nitrous particles of air, | | 
Are piPd i in many a ridge, like pearly rocks i 


Or cryftal pyramids, to meet the clouds; — 


Adding new luſtre to the ſpangled fæies! 530 
Such ĩcy barriers ſailors dread to meet. 1 


Near Zembla's or cold Greenland's glittering ſhores, 


Such fluctuating iſlands, Delos-like, obſtruct 
Their perilous paſſage—oft with fatal force, 
Cruſh into ruins the environd bark 
And ſink it deep beneath huge hills of ice. 
Thus proud oppreſſors ſometimes grind the poor, 
Friendleſs, forlorn ; they too, one day, muſt fink- 
Beneath the ente 1 eternal 1 140 95. 
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»Twixt riches glare and adverſe poverty, 


Glides filent on ſecure from Evil's 3 

O'er the ſmooth ſurface of Life's calmeft day: 

He feels content his conſtant inmate: Joy 

And happineſs are his. Nor would he change 
His lot for wealth and care. Full well he io | 
Life's Voyage, in euch high extreme, abounds 


With ills cloſe eluſt'ring in a num'rous train. 
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Bur this is reaſon's and religion's choice; 
A choice that's ſought by few. The mind of man, 


Deſultory and vain, is like the ſea, 581 


When agitated in a ſtorm it rolls, 
Daſhing its foaming billows on the ſhores, 


Reſtleſs and © never fixed in one ſtay, 2 


So man—if he one wiſh obtain, for which 
His ardent ſoul was bent—panting anew, 
He forms another : that obtain'd, a third | 
Expands his ſwelling breaſt : He hoiſts freſh fails, 
And plies each oar with double 3 5 
But ere his kindling ardours are allay d, 868 
The lab'ring keel ſtrikes foul Thee” | 

And rufhing torrents ſoon his thirſt vas.” 

Some pant for riches, ſome for honours burn; 3 
And not a few for pleaſures bend their courſe: 
Purſuing ſhadows, graſping at the wind; ; 
But unſubſtantial all 1055 efforts prove. 
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Some bend alk Batt for gold ! And near Peru 
Caſt anchor, fluſh'd with fervent hope of gain: 
Aſfiduous, thence with long and tedious toil, _ 
They lade their veſſel with the glittring ore: 570 
Till deep compreſs'd: — the firſt ſwoln wave 

involves 
In total darkneſs all their future hopes! 
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SOME court the great, ambitious of their ſmiles, 
. And worſhip at their ſhrine, Unenvy'd, I 
1 4 9 3 Their lame purſuit now ſee—and now I deem 
W Myſelf more happy in this humble ſhed, 
117 Like one eſcap'd the billows - caſt on ſnore 
By favour of ſome floating plank, ſecuee 
To paint their ſhipwreck, and their fates deplore, 
Safe on the conhnes of my native land ! 580 


HERE iet me ſeize the precious ſands of T1 ME, 


23 0 Ki And purchaſe wiſdom at the golden mart 
1 Of opportunity ;—intent to learn rf 
11 Life's work, importance, end; and how to ſteer 

f 1 6 As reaſon guides, and virtue s dictates teach: 
FM Here let me meditate on future ſcenes, _ 

| I BE And how to ſtand ſecure in that great day,” 

| ! When mighty ruins wreck this ſtately globe, 

| q 4 j And th'elements one burning maſs appear: 
n REL1G10N ! then thy needful aid afford, 590 


1 | And bear me ſafe to thy celeſtial ſhore, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


. ein this Bock is chiefly viewed in a Moral Light) 
its Cour ſe compared to a Stream, and loft in Futurity, as a 
Current in the Ocean, A ſublime and ſolitary Scene, 

| Melancholy—its Joeys. A Cave—entered and deſerib- 
ed as the Abode of Solitude. The Author's Soliloquy 
10 his Harp. Truth-—a Definition of it—its Teft— 
| how diſtingu iſhed from Error. — Reflection on the Ils 
of Life. Ingratitude—deſcribed and exploded. Friend- 
Ship—aits fickle and precarious Tenor— true Friendſhip 
defined, and oppoſed to that of the World, Parofites— 
efleemed and patroniſed—by whom. Merit—its Claim 
confidered—wwho are its Friends the Advantages de- 
rived to it from Patronage + The Diſadvantages re- 
faulting to Genius from unafluent Circumſtances, 
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BOOK VIIL 


LK E him whom all-directing Providence 
Erft caſt on Patmos iſle, I feel eſcap'd 

The fury of the raging elements: 

Like him I muſe, tho? not like him inſpir'd ; 

And fit awhile in this ſequeſter'd ſhade, 

Beſide a cooling brook, whoſe filent lapſe 

Illuſive ſteals away and ſuddenly 
Immingles with the main - To Reaſon's 8 eye, 
Life's ſtream rolls on perceptible; yet rolllss 
Unheeded, though with unremitting ſpeed; 10 
And Chronos * gives the fignal to embark Z 
Ere we prepare for future deſtiny ! 
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168 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE, 
h He too, like yonder tide, brooks no delay, 
il | Till Life is ſwallow'd in futurity, 

| As 1s this current in the vaſt abyſs, 


1 


i} SACRED to meditation be the ſhade 

| Where peaceful I recline ! This ſeazworn nook, 
Poliſh'd with all the tedious toil and art 

Of Neptune's curious hand, ſhall ſofter ſtrains 
And gentler notes prolong, than what the din 20 
Of howling winds and waves, re-echo'd late, 
Indignant in the ſtorm “: No ſtorm is ſeen 

In agitation now. The molten ſea, 

7 * Duiting with the diſtant firmament, 

Appears one livid, one unbounded glare! 
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5 How grand the ſcene ! The proſpe& how ſublime! 
5 | That broad interminable ſea preſents | 
A lively image of immenfity 
To the perceptive mind! To meet the . 
The ſilver-glancing waves roll from afar, by 
With many a ſtately veſſel under fail, g 
Floating in ſolemn majeſty Land each 
385 Bears on in hope to gain ſome deſtin'd port : "pt 
Fit emblem of the final lot of mann 
One only difference feems: In that great day 
Of recompenſe, two harbours, only two, 
Await the future fates of all mankind! ! 
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* Alluding to the former * of Book Vii, 
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On either hand the craggy rocks diſplay 
Their awful ſummits to the ſpacious ſkies, 
As in defiance of the wreck of Time. 40 
Yet vaunt not ſtedfaſt earth: nor you, proud main, 
Exult : Time is recorded in the rolls ; 
Of fate, when all your waves ſhall blufh to blood; 
And earth thy hills to fire! Theſe ſolemn ſcenes | 
To melancholy muſing move the mind': 
And oft the ſober joys of melancholy 
Elate the ſoul, and rouſe her nobleſt powers. 
'Tis then the muſe affords ſublimeſt joy, 
When wrapp'd in tempeſts, and convoly'd i in glooms 
Of deepeſt horror, we purſue her flight, 1 
And mark her purple track thro' tragic ſcenes. 
We feel our intereſt in th' account: the heart 
Expands, and all the vital powers then ſeem 
Enkindling in a flame;—while ſympathy 
And conſcious ſafety counteract, and raiſe 
Strange paſhons i in the ſoul !—From ROGER the 
Which ſpring from ſcenes of 0 woe ? T They hence 
ariſe; | 
The conſciouſneſs of relf-ſeeuriry © 
Prevails o'er every feeling in the breaſt, 
And leniates all our grief, —Then Life is ſweet, 
When from the jaws of ruin we eſcape; 61 


. Surmount 
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Of this tremendous arch, by nature ford: 


This ſeems as Nereus' ſpacious hall! and proves 
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Surmount the billows, and obtain our port 


And melancholy's joys are moſt ſublime! x 


Dax I invade this lofty. cave's receſs ! 

A ſolemn awe trills deep in every nerve. 
And trembling langour ſteals o'er all my frame 
As thoſe who viſit dreary vaults, when ſhines = . 
The ſhadowy moon, or in ſome ſacred fane @; - 
Bow down before the all- pervading Power, 
Whoſe preſence then ſeems intimately nigh, -: 7 
Fancy themſelves 'mong dilembody'd abel, p 
As ſolemn now I feel beneath the dome 2 1 


1 feel impreſt with a re/igious. ae q vp qa * 1 | 
In the dun twilight, and deep echoing vaults! 10 

Yet ſoon my fears ſubſide] No danger here 

Lurks nocent. In this cave, perhaps the green 

Sea-nymphs and ſportiye naiads love to dance! 

It matters not. Theſe mantlipg. weeds, u ant 

Inwove with ivy, pendant from the cliff, BY 
Adorn the entrance - and ſupply. the aid T 

Of maſſy doors—emitting glimm'ring rays. 
To aggrandize the deep internal ſcene. 


VCC 


A grateful ſhelter from the noon-tide beams. 
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+ Dr. Blair, in his Belles Lettres, has eſtabliſhed the princi- 
ple, that, Whatever is produQiive of terror is neceſſarily ſublime. 
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All Nature's works diſcover ſome deſign. [1 
In this romantic ſcent, theſe gloomy oY 
Tho” dreary as the ſolemn catacombs 272 
Where ſleeping heroes lie in ſober ſtate, DET 
Methinks freſh vigour ſprings up in the ſoul: 90 
Concentred in herſelf - ſhe feels her powers: 
Wings her advent rous flight beyond the ſtars, 
And ſcarce looks back on earth's unſtable joys. 
Hence, ye obtruding “ vanities of life!“ 05 
Break not the charm which hides me e from your 
ighty is 5:46 
From all the world bfkracted, give me hers 
With ſober Solitude a while to ane | 
Companion ever dear! More muſical - 
Thy fofe ſill voice to fancy's lining ea car ; 
Than to the virgin, mourning plighted faith, 100 
The lovelorn tale of the ſoothe nightingale, , 
Pouring her penſive plaint “ to notes of woe!“ 


0 And ſtill, my harp, the ſweetly penſive notes 
7 Prolong, and warble to the liſt ning caves; 

The caves ſhall echo back the plaintive ſong. 
p The liſt' ning genii of the lucent floods 
f Shall wake attentive, and prolong the ſtrain ? 
Oft old ſuch magic dwelt among the ſtrings, 
N That rocks, and rivers, and th'admiring groves 109 
i Th'attraction felt—and Tllion's walls ſprang up! 
4 ad 2 8 Then 
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Then gods, and heroes, and creation's works 
Trill'd thro? the ſounding lyre ! And fange to tell, 


A new creation ſeem'd to riſe in view, 


While mufic breath'd an energy divine! q 
Is ART decay'd? Such ſkill no mortal boaſts 


In theſe degenerate days! Hence it . ſeem, 
Nature's primeval ſprings are all relax 'd, 

Her vital and harmonious pow'rs 8 1 
Fables may pleaſe the fancy, and amuſe 
The diſſipated mind; but if oppos d 120 
To truth and reaſon, let the muſe aſſume 
Her happier province,—ſtand on reaſon's baſe 
Within the bound of probability. 
And wake the lyre, in high exalted ſtrains, 
To touch the ſofter paſſions, and to move 
The ſtony from the ſordid breaſt : To teach 


The callous heart to feel the force of truth 


* and echo back the ſtrain! 


AND, © what is Truth; * Of prime importance 
ſeems 
The query to our peace. Tuns utter'd once 1 30 : 


From off the judgment-ſeat, where equity 


And truth ſhould ſhine with ſplendour! and apply'd 
To HIM who beſt that queſtion could refolve— 
Who has implanted definition juſt 31 
Within the heart of man. What then is TRUTH? 
*Tis Reaſon's unſophiſticated yoice, | 


Which 


* — 
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Which FA accords with conſcience ; that 
Unerring God within that cannot lie 
Who bears a faithful record to the right, 139 
And makes us rue the wrong !—"Tis truth informs 
That ſome things are. And reaſon hence concludes. 
There is a God, by whom all things conſiſt,” 

Or there could nothing be : and hence, effects . 
From cauſes ſpring as unavoidably'- 1 
As from the fun proceeds the gladſome day. 
Hence truth and reaſon terminate in one 
Unvarying point, as rivers in the ſea, 

As in the poliſh'd mirror we deſcry 

Juſt images of things; ſo truth reflects, 

Upon the mirror of thꝰattentive mind, 12550 
Realities with certain evidence: 

We prove the likeneſs juft, and call it TRUTH! 
As this deep cavern echos back the ſound — + 
Of accents, with diſtin&@ veracity, ' © / 
So truth recites the voice of reaſon. Truth 
Proclaims the things that were—that are—and thoſe 
Hereafter to commence,—The facred * - 

Of prophecy was the prerogative | 

Of early-days, when TR wp 1 down from 
r 3 
With Inſpiration in her voice, and de 160 

Her evidence invincible, divine? : 

Alluding to the miracles which attended the Moſaic * 

| Chriſtian _ GO of Divine Revelation. 

8 3 Her 
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Her office, and Prerogatiye, was then 5 
T'illumine, and conyince, a wond'ring world— | 


Predicting great events, thro' rolling years 
And ages yet unborn; weighing the fates 


Of kings, of empires, and of diftant worlds, 


Till time's laſt, period: and ere time has drawn 


The curtain, opening half the ſeene above, 
Below, to wake our fears, to animate | 
Our hopes ;- and give us to behold afar, 17 
As in a glaſs, the blaze of future day _. 
Her office un, is to eonduct our courſe |; 


Through all th'aſſailing ills and incidents 


Of Life, aright; to guide, conciliate gur 
With e hepe rand then to Gat ma free . c 


1 
Sꝛxeꝝ errors be m—— cloſe with truth, £ 
Small deviations to the right or left 


Are ſcarce perceꝑtihlg; but ſoon the mind, 


Purſuing erther ſcheme, proceeds to lengths 8 
Which prove a medium lies between thextremes. 
If from a central point they ſeem to part, 181 
What teſt infallible remains, of force | 
To guard the right and diſconcert the wrong?  » 


Explore the Book or cop! That ſacred code 


Is Truth depofit to the verld, in which a voice, 


; * John viii. 32. he 
& Unus utrique error, ſed variis illudit pantibus. Hor... 
$2 5 More 


5 47! B DD 31HT 
More muſical than angels lyres, attrafts 
The ear of wiſdom, and inſpires the n 
Conſcious of its divine veracity— 

In that, the teſt of truth ſhines clear. 1 tbr 
A ſolemn voice, heard loud in heav'n, proclaims 


The future fate of error! echoing far 191 


O'er diſtant continents, from ſhore to ſhore, 

The glorious conqueſts of Jehovah's word *! 

Yet, men chete are, deceiving and deceiv'd, 

Who lie in wait, the ſimple to beguile 

With ſhew of wiſdom and philoſophy +3 

But deviating from God's written word t— 

Truth meekly ſtands, as exſt at Pilate's bar, 

Arraign'd, condemn'd, and then expos'd to ſcorn 
By Antichriftian art! But time will come, 200 

When rar, with her celeſtial rays, will nine 
Confuſion on her foes: will clear the world 
From all the futile wrongs and bold aſſaulte 

Of each tnalignaiit foe, who fain wood end 

The ſacred record from her hand -O mad 
Indignity i and eaſt it to the er 1 334/95 S 

+ Mark xvi. 16. Rev. Xix. 13—173. 

I The Author, wiſhes that ma lines niay be conſtrued as: 

only levelled againſt the inſaniens, dum ſapientis of the Poet, and 

the og u KEVEG HT TING of tht Apoſtle, He regards b 

Phitolophy as the handmaid of Deyation and Truth; and as the 

moſt uſeful, and moſt honourable, of human ſciences, Moſt - 


good things 'are liable to abuſe ; but the abuſe does not bn wc 
cede the value and uſe of what is intrinſically good. F 


I 4 5 Truth 
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Truth is invincible,” Immortal Truth © 10 5 
Can all things vanquiſh : and ſome "IO 5 


Will gain acceſs to every ear, more loud 


Than peals of thunder! Truth alone 210 
Will ſtand the teſt when earth's ſtrong pillars bend, 


To ruin drop, and with the heav'ns decay! 


Who tides with Truth, in heav'n is his reward- 


Unfading laurels ſhall adorn his brow m 


And nn ſuch as * _ . nme 


YET one ditinQion Ain remains, ts note, 


| Twixt truth and error, obvious to the _ tm * 


Error is ſubtil, intricate, and deep 2971 
Perplex'd in fallacies—in labyrinths loſt? 1 81 
Requiring learning, ingenuity, and art, 7 


To plead her cauſe ;—and yet, in ſpite of art, 
Such cauſe muſt fail; though Plaufibility, 
Fluent of tongue, ſuch office oft performs 
Beneath the pompous maſk of ſyllogiſms ! 
Enthimemes! axioms !—from- falſe premiſes, | 
Of courſe, deducing falſe concluſions: - prompt 
With ſpecious ſhew th*unwary to deceive == 
But truth is fimple, -energetic, plain, 


Graceful, majeſtic, eloquent, divine! 


Suited to all capacities, all ſtates := 230 
Who liſtens to her dictates, tho'a fool 
Eſteem'd by Error and her pompous train 


Of advocates, makes clear his courſe, unerring, 


While 


BOOK VII. wy 
While themſelves wide wandering from the port | 
Of Paradiſe, bear adverſe many a league: 
Truth too is ſalutary, cordial, cleer 
As the pellucid ſprings of Arcady, : 
| Bearing illumination to the eyes 
Oft every honeſt, rational inquirer= 
Of virtue to reſtore the mental powers; go”! 240 
More healing far than Jordan's ſacred ſtream, 
More es- e than Betheſda's heavn- mo- 
5 pool! 
The humble pitcher of an 588 heart 
Let down into chat ſacred well of life, 
Imbibes from thence, as from the fount of God, 
Freſh rn of ſolace to the naſty foul. - 


WHAT greater truth "IO this, that Life abound: 
With 11 Ls of mighty magnitude ?—With ills, 
From which no favour'd human being can clans 

A privileg'd exemption * and from which 250 
No prudence can protect, no foreſight ſcreen! C 
The world's a ſcene of wrongs : a theatre 
Of conflicts, frequent as our fleeting days, 

And conſtant as the ſtill returning tides! 

Life's ills are numerous as th'autumnal leaves, 
Or ſpires of mantling graſs which ſpring adorn. 
Theſe call aloud for patience ;z—-and when borne 
With Chriſtian fortitude, enhance the crown 
Of future recompenſe, i in yonder ſtate ** 


" Ty © Of 


Permit the muſe to caſt a tranſient glance 
Oiler ſcenes full obvigus in this fickle ſtate-— 
Where patience, courage, and true fortitude, 
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Oß renoxation not deſcry'd. afar 206 
When rectitude and equity commen cee. 
And Truth and Juſtice bear eternal ſway. 


: THAT perfect ſtate is nog arty? "01 mean time, 


9 


Are needed much to brook the latent harms 


That throng Life's 1 W — nor more 


abound [ne P 
The ſeas with craggy ak. than Life with ills, : 
Sad hiſtory ! yet ſuch as Truth approves. 279 
Numbers may find their intereſt in th'account, . 
For Truth 1s inbreſting; while we are men, 
Truth and experience claim our firſt regards 


From theſe the ear of wiſdom, BETA, turns, 


M In "ob ones gh "ak 3 ſcenes i 
Diſplay man's frequent tendency to vice, 
His inſtability 1 in. virtue's paths! 


Yet man, vain erring man, himſelf forgets 

To ſcan his brother's faults with critic eye! 

Forgetful of his ill deſerts, receives 2280 

Bleſſings from Heav'n, and fayours from his friend 

Alike with thankleſs heart! and if, at length, 

The long-continu'd liberality 3 

From ** s fair hand ſhould ceaſe to flow, 
Ingratituds 
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E n each former good 
To dark obliyiens | ,Inſolence repays 
The countleſs as of pure benevolence! N 
Too glaring praaf of a degem rate mind: 
Should I behold, and like the panting hart 
When heated in the chace obſerve afar, 290 8 
The cooling lucent ſpring from out the rock, 
When ſultry Sirius darts his rays direct, 
Afford | leſs, eopious plenty to allay 


And ſoon forgets each laviſh bounty given?! 

P've ſeen a tranſient blaſt of fortune blow. 299 

Gay feather'd quails, and rain down manna, round 
The tents where low dependency till late 

Ever attentive cring'd ! The gen'rous deed. 

Was now, of courſe, no more folicited:  _ F 

And who would think what conſequence enſu'd : oo 

The donor, —tho' his country and his friends 

Lay near his heart, yet found himſelf oppos'd, 

Diſcarded *, injur'd by the clam'rous brood. 

Who long dependant ſhar'd his © lib'ral things :” 

The vaſſals well-nigh grown above their lord, 8 
Unlike the afs, borgot their maſter” 8-erib-! 310 


* As a public member of the legillture, 2 


My fever d tongue 4—yex ſtill my tongue ſhall bleſs; | 1 
The ſacred ſpring for what it gives; and wait i \ ? L 
More copious ſtreams! Ingratitude requites 2 . | 
A thouſand kindneſſes with diſreſpet; ;; 1 
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Vet let me not diſcourage liberal acts, 
From the perverſe miſcondu of a fer: | 
There are, who bleſs the liberal hand till death; 


And then invoke its recompenſe on high? 

Still, let BEnevoLvs perſiſt and _ 

A future recompenſe : for Charity * 
From the pleas'd eye of Heaven attracts regard! 


While baſe Ingratitude, abhor'd of God, 


And ſhunn'd by man, obtains its juſt reward: 


Fit recompenſe, if baniſh'd from the t rents Ja 


Of ſocial intercourſe, to lick the duſt 
Amid the ſerpent train.—Ingratitude! 

The ſound grates on the ſtartled ear! It ſeem 
The baſeſt crime ſubfiſting out of hell! | 

In it, by ſtrange antipathy, there dwells 


A demon power which angels erſt could turn 


To fouleſt fiends—to what then mortal men? 
Suſpend the tale, tho' true, when art muſt ſink, 
And language- fail to paint the horrid ſcene, 


Nox only former obligations ceaſe : 3 30 
To gain reſpect and due acknowledgment; 


But friends, acknowledg d once, are heard to pour 


Their fruitleſs plaint in friendſhip's frozen ear _ 


There is not a word, perhaps, in the Engliſh language 
more perverted, and leſs underſtood, in vulgar ideas, than the 


word, Charity ; which includes no leſs than a pure, godlike, af- 


fection of love or philanthropy ; and which is the ſource of all 


noble and lideral deeds. 


Eftrang'd 


5 ooR vm, 161 
Eſtrang'd, unknown, when fortune frowns, and 
cold e REO OTE IST 29 0M G4 1 
Calamity has mark d them of her train. 5 
Fortune and friendſhip twine a brittle band, * 
By ruthleſs accident ſoon rent in twain! 
Such the unſtable friendſhip of the world. — 
Nor call it friendſhip Enmity with God” '-- © 
Its fitter appellation * !—Friendſhip, pure WP 
And permanent, muſt form a ſacred knuot 
Indiſſoluble: nor can a two-edg'd ſword, 


CT —- 
' 3 


Tho? ſeaſon'd high as Alexander's blade, 
And drench'd in blood, ſever the Gordean e! 


Its record is in heaven, by angels read, 


By white-rob'd ſaints admir'd :' Still, like a fame, r | 


It higher ſoars, and kindles in the ſkies, 
Surmounting time, and fate, and death's'affault ! 
What tho? theſe often rend true friends apart: 
Anon they meet how far above theſe ſcenes 3 50 
Of inſtability nor ſever more. 

True friendſhip—is in virtue only form'd, 
Uniting kindred ſpirits in a band 

Of laſting union, which ſhall grow mature, 

And be conſummated in perfect bliſs. 

feel at heart my theme ! Fir'd with the view, 
Th'enraptur d muſe affays to vindicate 

The cauſe of virtue virtue ever dear! 


„ $t, James. 


For 
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And the few dear reſpects to friendſhip due = 
| Fer ceaſe to kindle here ah let me firſt 


Be baniſh'd from ſociety's ſweet jo ys: 
Firſt, may this feeling heart, abſorh'd i in death, 
[ts vital fluid ever ceaſe to pour; 
This tongus be woe che Sens in darkneſs cler 


. rays. beam brighter forth of ſable made, 
0 clearer ſhines oppos d to vice i. 


And good, oppos'd to ill, new. luſtre gains. 


While yet the muſe aſſays to aſcertain \ 
The pureſt ſource of earthly happineſs, --» 2Io& 
True friendſhip” s ſacred-joys! With pain ſhe marks 
An 11 L to lurk in ambuſn— which appears 


Too cloſe connected with her preſent : 185 > 
An ill-—that ſuch true friendſhip in this clime, 
So ſeldom ripens into bliſs mature; A 


While bitter fruits of rivalry. appear Gy 
Under the poliſh'd leaves of courteſy, , 


Till all the tree is blighted, and becomes "1 
Rotten at heart—fit fuel for the fire! 


Then fell reſentment lays its branches low 1 89 
The friendſhip that gives place to diffidence 
To canker at the root, ſoon fades away 


A winter of deſertion next enſues 
When mutual confidence ne'er — a flame 


In breaſts once form'd to cheriſh heavenly fires. 
| Non 


+ 
I 
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Nox friendſhips premature, alone deceive s |, 
All earth- born joys are vain . All hopes — ö 
But thoſe deri wd from an unfailing Saure. 
In this looſe ſtate of guilt and impotence, 7 7 7 
On Life's tumultuous ſea, who, has not ſeen, 390 
Sad ſhipwreck made of faith ſincerĩit· - 
And conſeienee elear—that cordial. friend of man! 
Who in an arm of fleſh too much donde, | 
Is highly reprehenſible: I deem 
Experience will one day his folly Wan wire J 
| Since friendſhip ſtands connected with your peace, 
Firſt prove your friend, then truſt him as a man: 
But build your. hopes alone” on the, Svpteme. 1 A 
4 
Ta muſe bas: fron vile __ a 1 
To aim at ſtrides which nature neꝰ er deſignd 
For pigmy pow'rs: a mercenary tribe 
Of venal tools! How like to monkeys, ſet 
Algft upon a pinnacle, they ſtand 5 2 7 
With a facetious grin, !—an obvious mark 1 
For, ſatire to let fly its winged ſhafts. . 
Like oracles with demons fraught within, 
Applauding excellence they never felt, 
And never can commend : their feet are ſet 
In flipp'ry places—ſuddenly they ſink« , , 
Io poverty, contempt, and grief a prey! 410 
 —Granted that vapid fops are patronis d, 


# 
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And ſometimes rais d to ſhort-liv'd eminence 
By their fraternity I ſpare the wiſe; | 
While men of worth with unaſſuming port, 
Unſkild in low ingratiating arts 

Are eaſily o'erlook'd: and if as wiſe 

As Socrates—as wiſe perhaps might be, 
And be like him diſcarded! Time has ſeen 
Fair Virtue's pupils ſtand aloof awhile 

Unnotic'd in the throng ; and modeſt worth, 420 
Tho! quite rever' in wiſdom's prime eſteem, 

And not by. heav'n's intelligence unmark'd, 

Has wept and dy'd unknown. Vet this is rare: 


For virtue is true excellence—She leads 
Her choſen favourites, conſpicuous, 2», 
Straight up the ſteep and ſmooth aſcent to fame ! 


Yet obſtacles may intercept her way 
And merit meet not here its due reward. 
Th' illuſtrious learn'd, by num'rous _ preſs'd, 
Not always can find leiſure to attend 430 
The voice of merit, and due deference pay ; 
To its ſupreme regard.— IT ᷑h'unletter d thronge, 
True worth to value know not. How ſhould they, 


While proud inſulting Ignorance pervades, 
And domineers—fo like th'Athenian hag, 


Cotytto old, who wanton orgies held, 
When darkneſs dropp'd its curtain o'er the world? 


Their ſenſe of right is oft but ſplendid wrong! 
Ho far ſurpaſſing theſe in worth, appear 


The 


, DOOR VII. 1838 
The ſage diſcriminating few, who ſnine * 
In learning's richeſt ſtores, tho not poſſeſtt 

Of diadems and gold—Theſe know the worth 

Of innate virtue: They may lack the Oey 

In this unequal ſtate to patronize 


True merit, and ſupport i Its dignity: es ame 
Yet not a tongue its value to atteſ , 
Or glowiñg heart its owner ee Id isd wdT 
Vet all of eminence are not berer t 

; 


Of honour, nor to merit's voice cfrang'd* ewe: 26 
All are not ſordid: © Numbers ſtill remain 45 ö 
Who real worth prefer. Th' example comes, 
Deriv'd with foree, down from the Britiſh throne; 
Whence men of worth, in navy, church, — 
Are ſignaliz d, and lifted to the hem. 
There are inferior ranks who ſuch eſteem, | 1 | 
And ſeek them out as treaſure: inly glad | «fuji! 
T'announce their worth, when found, ares 
To life and liberty ! *Tis only ſue gf 
Who ſan&ion give to merit by their ren 70 
Who nobly think and act, the title claim $00. 
Of true nobility, Such, like the ſun, 
Diſpenſing kindly influence afar, 

Shall aſcertain the prime' aſcent to fame. 


Their name becomes immortal. Theirs the n 
To cheriſh lib'ral arts. The province theirs 
To cheer the facred Muss in their haunts, 


—_— PPP 
1 - 
ot — * nn . 


"= 
. % of 
8 8 
5 
9 
Cr # 7 4 
8 vt 
+ 
12 
bp 
* 


186: THE VOVAGECOF LIFE. 


And trace their every movement with ane 7. 
i If on the fanny bank diſpos'd to range 6 0 5 


8: Among the.bleating flocks, or in the uwe. 1) c 
k N Where lowing herds lock gay —or hid beneath * ö 5 


\ A verdant canopy, .w where lofty trees 

| | Embovu'r a ſhade, and pour wild melody : 93D 

. thouſand recds —or if beſide 

38 The babbling brook, or coal Caſtalian ſpring | 
| 


* 


Reclin'd—or in ſome grot or cave's. receſs | 
As this where now I find a ſacred ſane - O | 
Or if the muſe, Camilla like, on wing K | 


1 | Should ſkim o'er wavy cornficlds—and che villows! 
i! I. matters not, while moral is the la, 
' Apd:tvukealy to ſoothe the gentle ear; 5 7 


Fo form the mind to virtue, and exeite Ai 
The fineſt feelings in the glowing mon : 4924 T 
0 When true M&xcEnAs liſten to her ſtrain - 
WH | The..wal-fledg'd. n * the N T 
Wn. | inch 8 I 
1 Of a congenial ſky, or ne "BY „ e od 
„ Or ſoars to higher eminence — where, lie,. 57 

| Ihe rifing lark, the 4 more ſoft and clear! — 


7 
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As a meridian ſun to e FL 4 1 2 {1 ch 
. Sheds luſtre from its blaze, the human Wind, 
= | | If not irratianally dark, muſt ſhine, 2967 
& | Beneath the dazzling rays of eminence ; 
| The foul expand, the ſentiments refine. 


This 


The common pebble, in an artiſt's. hand, 


This ſeems a a e 1 (2 ? 
That Wiſdom waits on ſtate ;? eee PRO: , 
Simplicity oft keeps the door: and theſe 
Who make the beſt pretenſions, enter %% „ 00 
grant exalted patronage a birth ED a6? 


Of no ſmall privilege. This motto . 


« Genius gains luſtre while the EAT e * 
But ſhould true genius be remote; like coin 300 


Of baſe alloy, the more they rub, the more 
The counterfeit appears, to.pay their toll! 
Whatever. means, conduciye to an end, 


Are ſought; the means alone can ſeldom — 1 1 
That end,.exclufive of the needful aid: 3 
Of fit materials: —theſe muſt he at hand. WY J 


Would you unfald my meaning? Here it feos. 5 
A fool, in Plato's ſchool, remain'd-a feolCEœœ 
« A mule, a mule tho! Solomon did ſtride bing > 
Not ſage Prometheus can na brains infuſe; 510 


Nor mend the hobbling gait of ſugchia, s 11 


4 


Tho? ſkilful wrought, not with the agate vie, | 
Nor does the ruby like the 5 ine. 199 91 


But as the diamond in poliſhing... ; 24032 


New luſtre gains, ſo in ſociety, > K dg: H) 
With men of worth the mind gains 1 awe; 
And ſhines with ſplendour, like the morning ſtar 
Seen on Aurora's forehead in the dawn] i 


This truth is worthy of a prince's ea: 520 


© Once 


1 Ado... 
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2838 THE VOYAGE' OF LIFE. 
Once, TITLES gave a temporary fame 
© To kings to poets dedications ;j—now 
©Tis only MER1T can procure the palm 
Of immortality, and raiſe a monument, 
As durable as time to bear its name * !” 
Not common genius durſt to this aſpire. 


For genius eminent, do grace the world. 
Genius is not fo rare. It has been found 


Yet ſeldom nurtur'd there. True native worth 
May live in lowlineſs of ſtation=n&er 
To greet the light of learning—perſevere 
In ſcience ſteps—or ſhake the generous hand, 
Whatever ſparks by nature may be given, | 
They lack the power of kindling in a flame : 
Depriv'd of fortunes foſtering warmth, the ſeeds 
Of innate worth, in many a gentle breaſt, 

Lie latent, bury'd by chill penury— 


Imagination never revels here. 

No ** gentle zephyrs” waft Arabian ſweets 
Acroſs the ſenſe ;—nor ſing they of the bowl 
High ſparkling with the juices of Falern, 
Until imagination drunken reels ! 


aique ſui memores alios fecere merendo, Vis. 


They 


4 
* 


Few Cæſars ſhine in ſtate. Perhaps as fer £ 


In cottages as well as courts to dwell ; 5 30 


9 


a 
5 


No fruitful harveſt can of courſe enſue, 110 540 


X BOOK VIII. | 
They dream not of delights, in fairy lands, 
Which reaſon n&er conceiv'd of: wide of theſe, 
The vigour of the ſoul, depreſs'd, muſt fink, 
Beneath the frigid zone—a winter day! 


139 


And ſuch to ſouls plac'd far from fortune's ſmiles 
The day of Life. Ah! what avails it them 551 


That nature kindled ſparks of vital fire | 
Within their breaſt: the muſe's ſacred flame 
When they no meet materials can ſupply, 
The genial flame muſt languiſh—and expire. 


Trvs oft in dreary deſarts grow the ſeeds 


Of ſtatelieſt pines, amid the foreſt wild; 


But drooping die for lack of culture's aid. 
And oft in mines, by mountains bury*d deep, 559 


Lie cloſe conceabd the gems * that crowns adorn. 


* The Author acknowledges himſetf indebted to a well. 
known ſtanza in Mr. Gray's admired Elegy, for the conclud- 
ing ſentiment, . 5 

« Full many a gem,” &c, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Evening and Night- Scenes, from off navigable Rivers, 


improved to moral and religious Pleaſures. View of 
the early Dawn—TIncitement to rifing betimes, and 10 
Tnduſftry, The quick Succeſſion of Days and Seaſons, an 


| Emblem of Human Life. The Vanity of Earthly At- 


tachments, Life's Proſpects traced through the ſeveral 
Periods of its Courſe; with Incitements to Hope, and 
to Religion, as our chief Solace. Irreligion conſidered 
as the higbeſi Inflance of Ingratitude. Its Conſequence 
drawn from the Fate of ancient Nineveb. The Caſe 
of the Prophet Fonah—illuſtrated and improved. A 
Retrofpet of Life from Infancy to Old Age. The 


| Grave our Port. Review of the Subject, and Con- 


cluſion. | 


> »# 


THE 


Wien time he © laviſh year its is bountes pours 
In rich and plentiful profufion round, 
The Hower of Albion J ſons, ann 1. af . 
mD ecke 
Adown the learned 16s — ſtreaem Tt 
And breathe the ev'ning gales, which dance around 
In wanton frolie, and are ſeen to kifs / 
The ſurface ſoft and clear; while Flora breaches 
Odoriferous her ſweets, acroſs the ſenſe, 4 
From off the fragrant fields, or open lawns,  _ 
| Or meads of new-mown hay; rough. Induſtry 10 =; 
E Exerts his every nerve, and toils o'er all 


K 


& % DI 


2 


194 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
The buſy country. round: How grand the ſcene BY 
How wonted to inſpire !—While muſic pours 
Its native wild notes from the copſy brink, 
Commix'd with dulcet chime of diſtant bells, 
Now heard, now loſt, at intervals,—or pipe 
Of ſootheſt ſhepherd, trilling to the ear, 
Awakes to memory Arcadian ſcenes; 


Delighted and delighting, all then feel 


Pleaſure's ſoft impulſe: All then tafte the | Joys 20 
Of innocence ; and ſeem Yimbibe a gale 
Prom Paradiſe ! Such ſweets, ſuch proſpeCts, breathe 


An ardour o'er the ſoul ! Callous the heart, 


And ſordid is the breaſt, that never feels 
The glow divine; that never melts, refin'd, 


Beneath the boutities of the breathing Gop, 


Who ſmiles o'er all his works: beneath whoſe dere 


Nature exults and ſings! In nature's works 


How viſible his hand! how bright his <a * 


How felt his power! his tenderneſs his love! = 
More ſweet than muſic's ſtrains to the charm'd ear, 
Jo the ſooth'd ſoul the breathings of his love! 


Another ſenſe the ſprightly Voyagers 


Indulge unblam'd. Th'elated eye deſerys 


Auguſta's hundred fpires ! uprear'd ſublime - | 
Above the {moky ſurge !--Of Britain's fame 

Fit emblem, which extends o'er many a realm, 
And wakes to jealouſy a wond'ring world ! 

And now the foreſts views; and now the groves, | 
With rural villages, at intervals, 40 


RO OE i HT -- 195 
In cena Fay rie y b oleic, 
Such Twickenham! once the Woes re 1 : 
Rochampton ſuch, with verdant honours crown'd z 
While fleecy clouds-extend o'er all the ſcene ; 
The quivering ſcene appears, reflected clear, 
On the ſoft ſurface of the filver ſtream ! 


ST1LL bolder ſcenes delight th'enraptur'd muſe 
Mid Cambria's ſalutary rocks and dales, 
His reſidence, whoſe leiſure finds an hour . 
To chant theſe moral and deſcriptive lays. S0 
O'er Vaga's rolling ſtream, profuſe and wild, 
What views appear! How various! How ſublime ! . 
What tow'ring hills o'er hills are ſeen to riſe, 
With ſtately ruins grac'd of nodding \ walls *, 
And leaning towers ., which once might hab been 
| deem'd 
Impregnable, if ever work of Art | 


* Hiſtory is very ſilent * che origin of the moſt ancient of 


dheſe caſtles, the ruins of which are ſtill ſeen upon ſome of the 


hills and precipices in Wales. As they differ materially in the 
conſtruction and workmanſhip from thoſe of more modern date, 
they muſt have been built at a much earlier period than any 
which I have ſeen recorded, and a at 4 N fene A art and 


0 — ” * 0 


Caſtle Ti wy in South Wales) is mill cemented, is ſo exceeding 
firm, that every broken fragment is as united and hard as an 
entire flinty ſtone. 

There is part of a tower that now ſtands nodding over the 
ruins of an ancient caſtle in Glamorganſhire, which is eſteemed, 


by travellers, as an equal curioſity with the leaning tower of 
Piſa, 


„„ Impregnable 
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Impregnable were juſtly deem'd. Within 


Thoſe moated mounds Credulity ſurveys 


Huge tombs *, where Bones were FROM Ihe mon- 
ſtrous five +, 9 7 4 J ol 1 


Incredible, yet of the human form! * 8¹ 17 5 8 


Hence vulgar legendary tales affirm 
Giants, renown'd in prowels, to have rupd 
The terrify'd inhabitants around, 


With cruel arbitration uncontrol'd. 


Aloft o'er theſe, the mariner deſcrys 

More doubtful various ſcenes—to where afar 

The blue pale mountains elevated heights, 

Like pyramids, might ſeem to prop the ſkies. 

Such Snowdon, bleak and white ! Plynlimmon ſuch, 
Whence Vaga and Sabrina fair run down 70 
The craggy cliffs, abrupt, with ſpeedy feet, 

In haſte to gain the valleys, and to cheer 

The ſons of Commerce with their maiden ſtreams ! 
Such Kadar- Idris! ' fam'd for Alpine plants; 


* The 8 ſceming tombs, which are vulgarly as 8 


ed in this country to have been the graves of the giants, and 


which I myſelf have ſeen near the ruins of ancient caſtles, are, 
in all probability, long and large pits, which were dug when 
thoſe fabrics were demoliſhed, to depoſit the remains of the an- 
cient Britons who fell in defence of their country. 


4 Grandiaque effoſſis mirabitur oſſa e vine. | 
And 
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And Penmanmawr, which frowns aloft o'er ſeas, 
And caſts his ſhadow on the diſtant iſles ! 
ScaPd with hot thunderbolts, the mountains brow 
Nods tremulous ; and frequent ſeems on fire 
With the red flaſh ! rebellowing back the roar 
Of warring elements from cloud to cloud !— 80 
Such pond'rous mountains ſeem to overwhelm _ 

The ſhores, and ſtop® the river's courſe! Such ſcenes 
| By the Creator's pencil drawn, afford 

Ihe true ſublime : and fire:th/attentive muſe ! 
The Cambrian ſcenes are wild, irregular, 
And great; as great, irregular, and wild 
The W * of the n muſe e 


- Yoly Mongel of the Day now rolls his: car 

- Beyond th' Atlantic billows! In return, 

Fair Luna, queen of night, emerges forth 90 
From out the Eaſtern wave, and ſeems as fair 

As Dian's ſelf hem Og 2 * ſhe walks 


1 7 125 Ana S7EF87 of 4. ; 
* In navigating ſome of the rivers in Wales, a . might 
imagine, at intervals, that the nodding mountains had barred up 
their courſe; and that the river muſt penetrate through the 
depth of the hills, till he find, upon a nearer ſurvey, the craggy 
rocks have unlocked their ſeemingly I Pegs. gates how Wb 
paſſage of ww _ and clamorous torrent! 7. 


+ Gomes i is here uſed for natural 4 22 „ion. | "The en- 
thufiaſtic fire and energy of the Welch Bards, in their own lan- 
Buage, has becn 3 and admired through many ages. 


5 "Tk 
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In peerleſs majeſty, advancing up 
The ſteep of heav'n! As conſcious of her fate, 


She oft among the filver-tifſu'd clouds 


Looks out, and ſmiles on all th'admiring world! 
To emulate her brother ſhe would ſhine, _ 

Tho? with his borrow'd rays ! Yet half his loſs 

Is by her ſofter beams not ill ſupply'd. 3 
And in her abſence Providence ſo kind, 100 
So attentive ſeems to all the wants of man, | 
That heav'n and earth combine to make him blefs'd 
Then Heſperus * lights up his ſplendid lamp; 

And leads the vocal conſtellations round __ /. 


In mazy dance, throughout the filent hours z 
Till Lucifer + relieves him from his charge, 


And ſhines the herald of the bluſhing morn ! 

Meantime, noQurnal glooms are vocal made 
By Philomel, fweet warbler of the ſhades! | 
Pouring her plaintive ſong thro' all the _ 26d 
In ſtrains excelling art! Her minſtrel 


| To love and 1 innocence ſounds ever det! 8 


* Heſperus, the bag Star. The Shes 0 ty not be un- 


derſtood to affirm, that the glorious luminaries of heaven were 


created ſolely for the ſervice and delight of man: they, doubt - 
leis, anſwer higher ends: but that they are ſerviceable to man 
is undeniable; and it affords a high diſplay of the goodneſs and 


wiſdom of God, that by one means he acquires many ends. In 


the mevements and operations of his providence, there i is ever 
6 a wheel within a wheel!“ | 


+ The Morning Star. 


The 
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The Voyagers now all attention ſeem ! Lal e 

Calm as the filent night. Pu 1LosorHr 

Appears! and oft with elevated look 

She views the ſtars—attends their ſofter ſong, | 

And drinks their glories i in ! Their thouſand lamps 

Kindle divine ambition in the ſoul, 

Which things terreſtrial cannot quench, and wake 

Devotion there! Her fane the UNIVERSE. 120 

The wat'ry plain a filver pavement ſeems, * 

The concave vault, adorn'd with ſtuds of gold, 

A glorious canopy—divinely bright! 

All, all is luſtre here! All majefty _ 

Which elevates the ſoul! More ſumptuous ſhines : 
This fane than all the proud magntficence ict ” | 
That richeſt eaſtern temples cer. could boaſt. 

Imperial Rome and ancient Babylon 1 
Surpaſſing all the boaſt of modern „ - ; 
With palaces and gardens hung in air; ag 130 

With ſtately halls, proud porticos, aa domes 
Illumin'd bright on ſome high feſtival, 
Are here outdone, far as the ſtreaming morn 
Exceeds the glimmering taper's Neeble ray. 
Von glorious luminaries feaſt the eye, 8 = 
And raiſe the ſoul to Heav'n. Their ſacred beams 1 : 
Inume the heart to veneration pure, i 1 
And wake up in the mind emotions ſtrong * 1 | 
T'adore th OMNIPoTENT !' who fpread ſo wide 

The curtains of his elevated throne ; 2 


K 4 >. And 


— 4 * 


To govern men, and thoſe foretel their fates! 
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And kindled up thoſe living fires, to ſhine 
Like ſplendid lamps before his palace gates 
Or glittering pearls in his immortal crown. 
In civil and commercial life, the ſtars 


Of wond'rous fame, of wond'rous uſe are found : 
Their v/es need no comment; and by bards, 


Ancient and modern, ſounds their Fame, in ſtrains 
Immortal as their fires !—Sacred of old 

Their harmony, when God the fiat gave, 2 tl 
And all creation's works to light ſprang up! 1 50 
Renown'd in ſacred writ, when erſt they fought, , 


Gainſt Siſera, i in aid of Iſrael's hoſt, *! 


Some ſtars propitious ſhine to births and ſtates, 
And adverſe ſome to politics and kings! . 4 
Such creed Aſtrology: would fain impoſe ; r 
And Pagan ignorance belie vd . 
Confounding ſtars, and gods, ſuppoſing theſe 

As ſoon might men arreſt their ſwift career, 
And notify what hour they ceaſe to roll. 169 
Jo nobler ends they blaze thro! all the ſky. 8 
On them, the pencil of Omnipotence 

Has drawn, in characters indelible, 


The Aftronomer' s fair book, the ſeaman's chart; 3 
The Navigator's one unvarying rule 


To rectify his courſe. In them appear : 


The traces of Eternal Wiſdom ; ſeen 


Judges v. 20. Cl 
1 80 Alike 


377.1 B'OCK IX 201 

Alike by vulgar I and judicious eyes ads 19 
Each ſtated watch, to them in charge aſſign d, 

They keep? But chief, God's glory they declare, 
« And to the nations ſtiew his handy work!“ 171 
Vet all theſe conſtellations, bright as ſuns, 
If all united in the zenith blaz de. 6 
All were outſhone by that celeſtial ray A | 

Of mercy mild, which darted down direc . F 
To earth, near Jordan's hallow'd ſtream ; and blaz'd 1 
O'er Paleſtine; thence, over all the iſles | 
It ſhone benign, to light our ſtedfaſt courſe: : / 
Vp to the realms of day! ! Heaven's lads lang 
Receptacle of God's prime gift, the un 180 
Once bluſn'd in ſable ſhades, outſhone, pid . 
Buy His ſuperior; blaze“ The Geatile's Light!“ 
s Great Sun of R5ghtcouſnels * with thy bright 

08 beams 
: ' Relume ain: darkneſs of our gloomy days: : 


+ I * not * 3 to > dies that the operations of 
Eternal Wiſdom, which ſhine fo conſpicuous i in the viſible hea- 
vens, are felt and admired by the illiterate huſbandman in equal 
degree as they are by the contemplative adept in ſcience, or the 
profound philoſopher : : all that I affirm, is, that they are plain 
leſſons of Divine N iſdom, to the moſt i ignorant, and monitors to 
revere and 1 adore | the Almighty Creator. Re” 


1 The Scripture metaphor "of wings, SEP to — Sun of | 
Righteouſneſs, is a trope which affords the higheſt idea of the 


inconceivable” ſpeed with which the Divine Mercy * its 
fight, 


'K« . Cheer 
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© Cheer the benighted Voyagers with thy 5 
© Upriſing; and “ with healing. in thy wing, 
Scatter the gatheribg clouds; diſperſe afar 
© Life's ſaddeſt glooms with thy conſoling beams * 
Lighten the nations round the N earth 
© With all thy penetrating rays direct It 
© Of facred truth: And thou Bleſsd/Spirity waft 
Each wanderer back to ſteer religion's eourſe, 
8 That all my . n. W Peacefat bearh, ; 
SLY at) 
Saks the prightiy taps whoſe balmy breath 
Beſpangles all the lawns with num'rous gems, 
Peeps o'er the mountains, healthful, bluſhing red, 
To ſee the ſons of Indolence reclin'd md 
On downy couches, this prime cheering hour, 
When Phoebus his triumphal car firſt rolls 
Sublimely up the ſteep of heav'n ! when breathe 200 
Sweetneſs and health thro' all the vital air! 
Awake, ye ſons of Sloth ! and bluſh to hear 
How loudly nature calls you forth, to Jain, , - 
The gen'ral chorus of earth, air, and ſkies! _ 
His mercy and beneficence t'atteſt, 
Who gave your heart to feel, your tongue to praiſe; 
Be this your firſt, your laſt, your chief employ, © 
His} raile, © by whom you move, and haye your 
| being *” | 


Then, next, your diffrent occupations, tolls, 210 
And 


To, 


Ye i — . Oy Ae 4s ee 2 


And uſeful ſtudies ply; and ſay. what joys, : 
Wüsten aa han d copaſe end! 
enteo 0 | F 
Tuys has * ſeaſons, © years wie Liſe x rol ; | 
round. | ' 
Succeeding and ſucceeded. 9 ere 8 | [| 
His ſithe, enormous, and cuts down like graſs, * 9 | 
All earth's inhabitants! A hundred years | 
Leaves not a remnant, a few hoary heads, 
Scarce as the vintage gleaning to remain. 
As rivers to their ſource, ſo Life flows on 
Inceſſant, tending downward to the gulpm 220 
Of deep futurity, whence none return. N 


i as — 


THE man whoſe heart is rivetted to eartn, 
Whoſe wiſhes and attachments centre here, | 
Acts not unlike ſome idiot paſſenger - 

Bound to a diſtant port, but lodg'd a night 

In a commodious creek, who ſpends his all 

To fit up warm apartments for an hour. 

Next morning, ſummon'd to embark, in haſte 

He quits the cell, and leaves his fancy'd claim 
For aliens to poſſeſs. Such oft their fate 230 

Who furniſh treaſures for ungrateful heirs z - 

ow when uy drop, ſcarce en a eue tear? 


LIFE ſoon reſigns to fans acſting ; | 
Its idle buſineſs, its toils, and cares. 
„ Pleaſures 
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204 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. : 
Pleaſures, and hopes, and fears, a medley train, 
And makes the port, where traffic toils no more. 


So merchants, bent on gain, bear down the ſtream 
With joy, und ſoon the-ſpacious ſeas obtain! 


In hope of future recompenſe, they ſteer 

O'er all the turbulence of all the waves; 240 
Tho! dangers oft await them, and ſtern fate 

Beſets their courſe—and mars their future hopes. 
In Life's ſwift Voyage, holds the parallel ne 


It does. So jocund youth in early prime 


Of Life glides ſmooth; and every mee foene 
Delights us! Nature's ſelf, then ſeen, 


| Appears all pleaſure to our eyes;—or heard, 


Ti; muſic in our ears! The ſmiling j Joys 
Of innocence and ſweet ſimplicity © + 


Conſpire to make us bleſs'd ! Fair ſpring appears, 


And every pleafing ſcene new joy inſpires! 2 $1 
Ev'n Winter's cold domain then warms our . | 
Enkindling an enthuſiaſtic heat 

Mid froſt and ſnow, and all the hollow roar 

Of Evrus rage to melt the' mufing heart 

To raptures, which 1 fancy ſtill to feel! 

When ſummer ſheds its copious gifts, profuſe 
Oer all the earth, like Amalthæa's horn, 


Ex'n ſummer ſeems leſs fruitful than our hopes? 2.10 
Our hopes ſhoot forth in bloſſom ; and our joys, 
 Unbounded, ſeem to promiſe golden fruit, 261 


To ſhine in Autumn's meliorating hand, 


When 


When aa ſhall 3 our e 8s 


And Hymen crown in weelock all our joys! ci | 


The Winter which awaits our frozen powers 
Is ſcarcely then conceiv'd of ſeeming fa 


And diſtant as the ſpace which occupies 


Twixt Eaſt and the extremeſt point where ſets 


The evening ſtar! When manhood: crowns our, 4 


years, | 12 11316 4 


Ah, then our bloſſom'd hots We. 70 med; 270 


| And Diſappointment bears hard at the root, Gi 
To cut down all the Tree! Kind Heaven protect 


Its ſacred boughs from each malignant blaſt, 


And every hand that's rais'd to do it harm, . , | 
What tho” Misfortune's piercing blaſts, like froſt, 
Nip off the verdant leaves; yet wait a m_— Ws 
The tree invigorates, and: ſhoots afreſh 

Beneath Heaven's kindly dew, and looks a as gay, 
As verdant as before. What fools are they 


Whom one ſhort winter urges to deftroy _. * | 


Their drooping vine, becauſe its leaves are ſhed! 


The blaſts of fortune, and the wrecks of fate 7 | 


Should teach us wiſdom. And in manhood's tide, 
Our anchor ſhoald be fix'd on firmeſt ground, 

As ſable as the rocks which bound the ſhores, 
Deſpair ſhould ne'er be ſeen on dec. 
But inftant thruſt that demon to the deep. 
When Age o'ertakes us, all our work 2 then 
Be finiſh' d nothing left - ſave what the joys 


And 


„ 


f 
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Hence irreligion is ingratitude 
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And peaceful proſpects of a future ſtate tt n 299 | 
Excite in grateful acts of charity. nz ba 


Religion then ſhould ſoothe and melior ate 


- The frail infirmities of liſe; and give 


Large proſpe&s of unfading bliſs.— How fair 
The evening ſun that ſets in ſmiles! 

As peaceful and as fair the evening ſeems 
* choice gh the e well {pong Life, 


Raton 4 0 thou Colas of b delight! A | = 5 * 


Thou balm of hope I My yielding heart is ier 
I feel myſelf to thee betroth'd by ties 30 
Indiſſoluble. Still, ftill bind my ſoul!l A 


With twice ten thouſand bands of ſacred love, 
No more to ſever from thy company. 17 
In life, in death —or diſtant worlds unknown. 


Ap are there found who at Religion ſcoff, 
And caft afide the only balm of hop? 
Tho” Fortune ſmile' within their palace-gate, 
I envy not their lot, nor would | change 
The enflav'd African's hard yoke for theirs, 
If vile ingratitude to man proclaim — 310 
A low and ſordid mind, how muft appear 
The wretch who lives unmindful of his God ! 
His BenefaQor! his beſt Friend! Such fight 
Might angels move to pity and dildain, 


Ot 
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of deepeſt dye and worſe, *tis wir a Heay'n! 
: Man' 8 diſobedience urges deftiny. . Ens 3311 Fro 10 
To graſp the brands of Heav'n with ſtedfaſt aim, 
And hurl them down, quick 4s the glancing flaſh, 


At the defenceleſfg:head-of impious Pride— 320 


To fink the ſcorner low as is the realm 
Of ancient u LI * e n 


£4 3 
Saar nan; the child of! God, whom Mercy 
8 crowns”. F I: E 


The favourite 5 Hens n; 1 Goodneſs ons 


Throughout the buſy day, and cloſe purſues 
What time the:evening ſhades to ſtill repoſe 
Invite ns ſtation fixing round his bed, 
Still provident to guard from every harm 
Shall man be ſtill ungrateful, and not pay | 
A tribute of devotion to his God 2 ©, 330 
Forbid it Heav'n! Leſt earth and ſkies, exclaim | 
Againſt ſuch baſe impiety {. And all 
Datein Unie __ 15 baue: 


F me 


* 


"73114; 
od > B of 1 * * 


Yes, meals man, . Gas the age 
And fart aſide from out 118 paths direct, 
Like an unlevell'd arrow from the bow ; _ 
As tho! his God, with arbitrary rule. 
Intruded on Nis rights and liberty 1.1 1 +, | / 
Happy for him, chè patient Dey, 


N ot ſoon retaliates, with „engeful hand, | 340 


RY SO . 
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19 The meaſure, of his Wrong. I hear a voice, 1 
Of juſtice and forbearance to the world o 
37%. 38 From Ntveven; the andient ſeat whence:?roſe © 1 
TY Aſſyrian monarchy Mer all the earth ;: br A 
. 'Whence proud oppreſſion and injuſtice erte 14 
And ſway'd an iron ſeeptre Oer the globe! 
God ſent his prophet to proclaim her fall. ; 0 
His prophet, tho reluctant, muſt obey, 
His meſſage he proclaims. The city hears/:: / 
She trembles : ſhe repents, and turns averſe _ 
From all her evil ways. God ſees from high: 
He too relents, and turns aſide his wrath, - _ | 
As great his goodnefs and forbearance; ſtill; -  -/ 
To all whe ſupplicate his gracious thtone 
= With mm chief e of e gde i 


441 + 


As how? rs think fat on as rob wilderneſs, A. 
Soon diſappear, as ſoon the City wip'd 2 
Off every tear; Renew d her wonted courſe ot 
Of wickedneſs, with-greater confidence; 359 
Till urg*d—at length, awoke th'Almighty's ire, 
And kindled in a flame through all her ftreets ! 
Fell Deſolation tore up. all her ſtrong. old th A 
Foundations ; and her bulwarks deep eras d: 1 
| Empty, and void, and waſte, her palaces K 
_— A heap of ruins fell.—Learn hence, Who Sight... 
Divine forbearance, Juſtice will 6/ertake,.7 ,, ” z 


1 
% 
＋ 
» 


Prayer all- eloquent. Vo Nr . 


THE 


Fancy afar deſcrys the hoary lf; i106 TT 1 
To Ninus' city ſent ! enjoin'd from high 370 | 
To warn an impious race their overthrow, -. . 
Ere the ſhort ſpace of forty ſetting ſunss Y e 
Shall have elaps'd, and drawn Nights curtain round 


Tux prophet's caſe a leſſon may unfold, wo ot 
Of ſage inſtruction to th'attentive ear. 


„ , 
* 7 * 
r 


To veil the face of day - The prophet turns, 
With gloomy diſcontentment in his exe, 
And ſets his face for Joppa, thence to launch, 


And bear his courſe acroſs th'aſtoniſſid mes 
For Tarſis, hoping ſo to ſhun the hig A . | 
Beheſt of Heav'n, and fly the face of God ! „ 9 
Th'aſtoniſh'd deep reproves his impious guilt, 380 „ 
And checks his bold deſign. The lab'ring keel — 
Feels all the fury of the raging ſtorm, | 


And ſeems the ſport of winds. On deck, they reel 
Like drunken men - - = till ſtupify'd, the ſeer | 
In ſeep obtains ſhort refuge from his grief. 1 
The crew in vain their utmoſt efforts.uſe,. _ . - ; 


And daſh the ſounding oars to the wild waves 

With all the force of human finews. Some 

At the ſtiff helm, attentive, toiling hard, 

And ſome at the torn ſhrouds. While over a 7 
The rolling billows ſweep with frequent ſurge, 390 | 
Methinks I ſee Confuſion rave on board 
The buſieſt of their train! Deep horror throbs.. 


5 
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In every heart, and gleams through "oy 925 1 
What diligence, what pain'd anxiety - - 

Appears to ſhun the King of Terrors dart ! 

The merchant and the mariner agree 

To leave no needful effort unaſſay'd 

The harbour to regain, whence late they launched; 
Theſe at the cordage lab'ring hard, and thoſe 09 
Caſting o'erboard the ſtores once highly priz'd 

For now the wealth of either Ind, compard 

With Life, in eſtimation ſeems a toy. 

Still every ſurge forebodes their threatning doom! 
Lo, at the helm the pilot ſtands aghaſt, 
And motionfeſs—a ſtatue of diſtzeſs ! 

As the laſt effort of expiring hope, 
Each man his god invokes with fervent cry; 
Yet ſtill each man invokes his god in vain. 409 
More wiſe, the Hebrew ſeer they now addreſs * 
oe: Sleeper, awake! What meaneft thou? ee 
« And eall upon thy God! Perhaps thy Gd 

« Will deign to lend an ear.“ Nor was their TY 
In vain; nor unavailing now their plaint, © 
As herewfoie-; for Hlraebs God can hear. 


THe prophet ſoon the ſecret cauſe reveals 
Why rage the elements ſo uncontroP'd. 
With generous diſdain he gives himſelf, 
The ſacrifice, to ſtill the angry ſeas: 517 
Like ſome great Chief, who for his country? s weal 
| Foregoes 


\ 
0 


BOOK: 1725 
| Feen his Feb HP tka and his hr 42 


And gaind the hongurs to ſuch ee Fa 
Nuczeclnw nella | I ſee the 3 
With trembling hands, conſign him to the deep. 
The angry deep receives the deſtin'd prey, 
And all its clamours ceaſe. The prophet ſtill 


7 Dag 
* "4 * 


Abides ſecure; in covert of His robe, „17 


Whoſe auful nod the raging ſeas bey. 


Down to the deep foundations of the hills, 
Where Phoebus: frght eould never penetrate, "0 
He ſinks to where the hollow mne. 
Their everlaſting bars. He ſupplicates 210 
The ear of God! His God „„ fL 


Tho' round his head che baffled billowsꝰ play dz! | 


And dangling ſea-weeds*. from his temples 15 
Down to the ſandals which ſecur'd his feet; 


Thoꝰ Cetos od him in his/-hideous aws; 4 | 


And darkneſs fix'd its/throne above, around g 2 
Th'Omnipotent ſtill kept beneath his mm” a7 70 
His ne Rows n en ek 


e * 
. 
* 


4 


* Jonah 3 n. 5. | 1 

+ Ketos, i. e. Sc fiſh : probably il Bard, a abopnds 3 in 
thoſe ſeas. The Whale does not ſeerf to be a Happy ttanſlation 
of che word Kate, in the calp of this "IRE Jenah.” Matt. 
xii. 40. £4. ned qe 2N&01% ip 91h *T 
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Preſery'd his life ſecure until the hour, 

The deſtin'd hour, which alk him on, mira 

morn, 

High on the ſhore to greet b 

Type of the riſing Gop ! in equal ſpace, 

Who burſt the ſable barriers of the tom, 
And gave to light the hope of future joy, 
More cheering than Aurora's kindling rays,- | 

Which in the purple Eaſt expanſive ſtrtam! 


— 4 — 2 
2 "*% > te = 


4 


„ * 


Dip Jonah diſobedient turn, intent 
To ſhun the high beheſt of Heaven, alne?s 456 
Has he no followers in the wayward courſe EY H 
Of obſtinate rebellion ?] Multitudes 
There are, who ſteer as counter to the chart 
In facred writ reveal'd; who with, like _ ofP.” 
T'illude th'omniſcience of the Deity, /,, 
And fly the face of God! Can mortals hide 
Fromthis broad Eye, ho at one glance ſurveys 
Creations bounds? Say, can the treach'rous n, 
Or the more impious deed, in ſilence —— Fig 
In darkneſs perpetrated, miſs his eye? ö 
f Null were the confidence, and vain the hope. 
HE fills all places, with his, eflence Pure; kD 
. | Heav'n with his love ; ; and earth exulting ſmiles... 
| With urs beneficence divinely blef'd;..1 1. 11 + 
* + While hell groans deep beneath his awful ire. 
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II BO OK VII. 12 
Nox ſlept the. ſeer alone on Life's rough en 
Encompaſsd round with dangers and diſtreſs; 
Thouſands, like him, ſupinely ſleep, ſecure, 
Nor dream of danger nigh, tho' GVILT: beſet 
Their courſe i in its terrific form array'd, 470 
Convolwd in ſtorms of wrath, to iſſue —_ 21 
Like torrents in the ſoul l. And all the time 
The hell bred monſter ex peſters the bark, 
Guilt frowns a fury! frowns a deſp'rate * 5 
And meditates deſtruction! Like the ſhark 


Cloſely purſuing all our courſe uuſeen, 11 0 
But not unfelt, unleſs the conſcience too a r 5 


Be falbn aſleep! When Vice directs the . 
Fate follows hard, and Deſperation mounts 
Its enginery with ſuch a levell'd aim, 480 
As ſoon or late awakes the ſtupid: foul, 

Or finks.1 it lower than the N MAVEs.: 


Mana ſts the Wa 1 And Mono: s voice. 


But thoſe who ſteer with Vice muſt float in tears: 
Yet timely tears prevent the fatal wreck. 198 
Launching with calm Contrition at the helm, 
We ſteer ſecure, and make the port of Peace: 5 
Rejecting Penitence, we ſtrike amain 
Upon the flinty rock of black Deſpair! 490 
Not equal her inexorable fate WEL Ne 


Who 


— bs \ 5 
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* l e * 
—— ———ů ů — —— —ů—ůĩ —— © -F v6. 
_ f — 9 


* 


Wakes thouſands ere they cloſe their eyes in 3 : 
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Ho beate epi ane a Wave, 
Thro' many a longitude— to diſtant climes 
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Who wept herſelf to marble, when bereft 

Of all her boaſted ſons in one ſad hour! 
As ſure the courſe, where Vice long _—_— 
Shall terminate in err 8 Mer 3 


bY 11 2 it: 


Unſeen-from off the ſhore; ſo Life's precincts 
Are ſoon o'erpaſsd; and all beyond might dem! 


Impenetrably veil'd—ſave what the light * 500 


Of Infpiration* ſhews, as in a glaſs + © 
To thoſe whoſe views extend beyond an hour | : 
As wave ſucceeds to wave, and ſtorm to ſtorm, 

So Life's ſucceeding ſeenes are ſtill the ſame— 
To- morrow meets the ghoſt of yeſterday, 
And all things run in one perpetual round d, 
Till Fate's vindictive hand ſhuts up the ſeene. 
The drama is perhaps renew'd next year; 

But we have quit the Rage ! Life's fleeting hopes 
At length delufive ſeem. When paſt, how ſhort 
Appears the interval twixt/youth and age, i 511 
Between the cradle and funereal room! 
Soon infancy to youth reſigns its tears 


And toys; and youth for riper age foregoes i 


Its 4; ig: pp. grave a ee _ | 


* Alluding to the Bible. + I Cor. X111, 12. 
1 a Cor. iv. 18. Ecel. ig. 


46 Childhood 


© Childhood and youth are vanity; tis then 


Our riper years, and ſounder; intellects 


Sedate as Wiſdom's ſchool, to manhood giye 


Life's flatt'ring — ang: fears! And manhood 


. ſoon 24% $2 IC | ; 1 le 11604 


Declines to feeble ws ani Net: Ste 


Its hoarded heaps to young poſterity, d % 


To future deſtiny its trembling hopes! ns att 


The human frame then ſeems, ſupported ſcarce 


On bending pillars, menacing to fall in be, 
An heap of duſt! The ancient walls , _ * 
Appear-externally: de fac d and W ofrnn 
By the rude onſet of full many a tons "uy 8 1 
One ornament, beſtow'd by eee ee E © 


Remains. The flow'ring <almond” blooms, Yadorn 
The ſacred © temple,” o'er the wrongs of Time! 
Een ſo, the flowery; ſhrubs which pendent bloom 


High on Palmyra's ruins, pleas'd are ſeen, $532 
By the inſpecting eye of travellers; - 1] 
And ſeem to ſhed a luſtre o'er the: ſcene? 3 

How ſacred, and how venerable, fas: (1 +, 


_ Muſt age appear—the dictatorial heir 
Of Wiſdom, by Experience taught, with ſound 2 


Diſcretion bleſt? How ſage, if found in paths 
Of righteouſneſs? If not th untimely birth,. , 


® The facred writers frequently repreſent the ſeveral mem 
bers of the human ftame, by metaphors nn 


parts of an edifice, Cant. viii. 9, 10. 181120. 
1 9 hat 
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214 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 
Who wept herſelf to marble, when bereft + 
Of all her boaſted ſons in one ſad hour! 
As ſure the courſe, where Vice long domineers, | 
* terminate in n 8 "ow _ 
1140) 2 110 

ks beenden > apidhen e wave, 
Thro' many a longitude - to diſtant climes, 2 = 
Unſeen . from off the ſhore; ſo Life's precincts 
Are ſoon 'o'erpaſe'd ; and all beyond might ben 
Impenetrably veiPd—ſave'what the light 500 
Of Inſpiration * ſhews, as! In a glaſs 4 204 
To thoſe whoſe views extend beyond an hour 3d 
As wave ſucceeds to wave, and ſtorm to ſtorm, 
So Life's ſucceeding ſcenes are ſtill the ſame— 
To- morrow meets the ghoſt of yeſterday, 
And all things run in one perpetual round d, 
Till Fate's vindictive hand ſhuts up the ſeene. 
The drama is perhaps renew'd next year; 
But we have quit the Rage ! Life's fleeting hopes 
At length deluſive ſeem. When paſt, how ſhort 
Appears the interval *twixt/youth and age, ear 
Between the cradle and funereal room! + Bo 
Soon infancy to youth refigns its tears 
And toys; and youth for riper age foregoes 
Its 1 ny grave Experience m—_— 


Lak. 4 


* Alluding to the Bible. + 1 Cor. xiii, 12. 
1 2 Cor. iv. 18. J Reck 7 9. 


« Childhood 


„„ OR. 11 15 
„Childhood and youth are vanity; — tis n. 4 1 
Our riper years, and ſounder intellects, 
Sedate as Wiſdom's ſchool, to manhood giye 
L flatt' ring hopes and; fears! And manhood 

„ſoen ber df god o il blos ods o 
Da to feoble- agej—bequenthing all. 520 
Its hoarded heaps to young poſterity ?, kay 175 


To future deſtiny: its trembling hopes: 


The human frame then ſeems, ſupported K 
On bending pillars, menacing to fall n 540 
An heap of duſt! The ancient walls * „ and dome, 
Appear externally defae'd and Worn 


By the rude onſet of full many a linen boa wtÞ- 
One ornament, beſtow'd by nature's.hand, . , 1 


Remains. The flow'ring <almond”.blooms, t'adorn 


The ſacred © temple,” o'er the wrongs of Time! 


Een ſo, the flowery, ſhrubs which pendent bloom 
High on Palmyra's ruins, pleas'd are ſeen, 53a 
By the inſpecting eye of traveller; | 
And ſeem to ſhed a luſtre o'er the: ſcene! . 
How ſacred, and how venerable, ſay, 
Muſt age appear—the dictatorial heir 

Of Wiſdom, by Experience taught, with ſound 
Diſcretion bleſt? How ſage, if found in paths 
Of righteouſneſs ?. If not th untimely birt, 


* The ſacred writers frequently repreſent the ſeveral mem⸗ 
bers of the human frame, by metaphors wn 
N > an 2 Cant. viii. 9720. 
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That never ſaw the ſan, were happier far, 540 


When Deſtiny ſhuts'up the final ſcene ! 

Stooping beneath a multitude of years, 

We ſoon conſign Nature's infirmities © = 
To the cold hand of Death; and fink unmov d 
By cenſure or ambition's fiery chace, 

Unaw'd by villany, or force, or fraud, 

To lie conceabd within the filent tomb. 

To this Life's Voyage tends. All earthly hopes 
And anxious cares ſleep in oblivion here! 

Here is the deſtin'd port of human kind: 550 
The ſtateſman wiſe; the politician ſhrewd $5 - 
The general bold; the warrior firm and brave; 
The ſophiſt, and the ſimple, here unite, 

And blend one common lot in nature's urn! ! 

The honourable fink with ſolemn pomp : 
Attention wakes, and echos round the ſhores 

A ſudden guſt of fame, which ſoon expires, 

If not by more than titles dignify'd, 5 
True worth muſt fink alike; but with regards 559 
That ſhall not ſoon expire. The 600D are like 

A ſtately navy, firſt afar deſcry'd; 1 
Soon nigher ſeen with colours Arenming high 


Before the gale—all extacy Yarrive 


Succeſsful and victorious to their port. WS 
Not ſo the wicked; they, like vanquiſlid fleets, . 
Are routed—and to wild diſorder driv'n, 
By the ſuperior valour of the foe: > £3484 
ND Then 
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Then 1 met * raging ſtorms, diſpers'd, md recen 
And buried deep beneath the booming waves, 
Down to the Stygian ſound they ſink full faſt 2570 
Nor does one ſhatterd: ketch ter float up more, 
And hap'ly gain the fair Auſonian beach. 
Such are the various fates affign'd to men: 
So Life's grand Voyage ends! And when' tis paſt; 
Juſt like the furrowing keel which ſplits the wave, 
And leaves no track behind, our courſe is noc 
Scarce longer recogniz'd! If ill, too ſoon 
It cannot be forgot. But if our courſe 
Tended to Life and Wiſdom's plan a 
Mark that immortal chart! Forget it not! . 
Steer on by the ſame point: Vou ſoon e J 
At SAA e ſeat of facred'} Ry" 


Exovc u, my muſe! The faithful . has glane'd, E 


With penetrating eye, thro various Life; ; 
Its boding fears, deluſive hopes, and joys 


Has guarded from exceſs; and recen, 


The courſe of moderation; yet with zeal 
Teeſpouſe the cauſe of truth, and vindicate 
Religion, and the ſtate, gainſt enemies 


Avow'd and firm or couch'd in dark diſguiſe, 596 „ 


More helliſh of the twain! but deeming thoſe, 
Beneath regard who trample on'a crown * 252 


a | 


* Fortunare! y in idea go 


„ Deſpots 


e 


Y 
” wor aft 
r Tr 2 Ty 88 * N x 
= ©. it. 4 \ 


218 THE VOYAGE OF LIFE. 


| Defpots for anarchy! aſſerting “ Rights,” 


Imaginary rights! with nought to loſe 1 
Like birds of omea ſcreaming to their mates 
The wild fantaſtic echo of an hour, 


In ſilence ſoon to die 1 Surveying ſcenes 


So complicated, ſhe has laugh'd, has wept, 

Has trem bledo'er' the fates that men bequeath, 
Not to their fortune's heirs, but to themſelves ! nt 
Has trac'd of good and ill the gain or loſs,, _- 
The various conſequence— and final end; - 
Enforcing by example, and by rule, 

The courſe of virtue and ſuperior worth. 
Should this ſincere attempt find good ſucceſs, 
And reputation gain in wiſdom's ear; 

Juſt tribute to His love be paid from whom 


All good, all excellence proceeds; who pours 


The vital current thro! theſe veins— inſpires | 
This conſcious: heart to feel akin to man *®, 610 
And kindle ſacred ſparks at virtue's fires! 
Should unſucceſs attend—tis no futility, 


But fate 4, procures my doom: — I durſt ſubmit, 


However mortify'd, and own my fate 
A portion of humanity nor worſe 


| Tone what attends Om a en bard, 


Te 


* 


® Homo FRY . ahil a a me ei puto. Ts: ER. 


+ Quiſque ſuos patimut manes, V1RG. | N 
| rs Hs : Riſing 
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BOOK EN 292, 
Riſing in elevation, but to fall a7 5 
More ſignal, more conſpicuous v to ih world! 
With modeſty I meet the world: nor hope 
With a falſe luſtre to delude their eyes! 620 
My muſe, regardleſs of the laſh of wits 


The ſneer of pedants, the contempt of dice 
Riſes ſuperior to theſe legions helm'd 


With bold effrontery, like flaming bends! * 


Meantime, the learned critic ſhe reveres, 
Who argues from juſt principles, and ſeems 
Unbiaſs'd or to cenſure or commend — 


Onpoliſh'd pearls ſuch will be found to prize: 25 


The ſterling en of one eng ts ww 
him, | 
Weighs down a thouſand: a gte ring ne 690 
Which ſeem but feathers in the ſcale of ſenſe: _ 
With him—the man who dares eſpouſe the cauſe 
Of truth * reaſon, claims no "__ Weg | 
t OLIN, TTY 

"Now cloſs FRI with e cloling ſence 

The e _— * en renovation Ws: 


| Aue the righteons tas 3 255 afe 
From all aſſaults, in their low bed the may | 
Life's Voyage ended, here their bark obtains' 
Safe anchorage; and in this haven lies, 03. Je 0 
Waiting the ſignal of a retribution? 640 
Hid i in the ſhelter of this filent nook, | - 
© he | de 


The ſwelling fails of, "one BING - 


220 THE VOYAGE. OF LIFE, 


No turbulent proud waves of wickednefs_ 

Or ſtrife—no rocks of error—no "maſtrooms rd 
Of dread temptation threaten to devour: en 

No bluſtering blaſts—no fatal wrecks diſturb 

Their {till repoſe :—$S0 reſts in Tome calm creek 

The wary pilot, till the turbid ſtorm 

Which loud alarms at ſea be overblown.— 

When the commiſſion'd angel, from on high, 


Shall ſtand auguſt and ſolemn one foot fix'd 650 


On earth, and one on ſea, with hand elate 


To heav'n—and ſwear by heav'n's Immortal King 


That Time ſhall ceaſe to roll with awful blaſt 


Give the ſhrill trump of God to rend the Kies, 


And call the ſleeping nations forth to meet 

Their ſeparate doom! The erſt all- ſtedfaſt earth, f 
And all th'inferior heavens unite in be 
Unbounded blaze! and all, affrighted, fly, _ 
Their Max's preſence now the. Judge of all. 


Mean: time, we ſhall behold the teeming tombs, 660 


The ſolemn yaults, the roaring eck on: 3 f 
The gaping ruins of huge palaces, 


And far-fam'd towns by earthquakes rr d ny 


Reſign their charge, and give them to the day, 


O! then, with joy, methinks I ſee the JusT, 


Beneath Heav'n's brighteſt beaming clemency, 
Hoiſting their flag of hope! Uplifting high 


Before 


2 


0 


BOOK IX. 


Before a gale of meritorious grace 


On to the cryſtal IEA of the ſky! 670 


LIF r up your heads, ye everlaſting 4 


And give the heirs of bliſs to enter in! 


Ve pearly gates of Paradiſe! admit 
The ranſom'd nations all, with loud acclaim 
And ſongs of ſacred joy! Give them to feaſt, 


Mid amaranthine bow'rs, beneath the tree 


Whoſe ſacred leaves heald all their maladies, 
And pluck ambrofial fruit from off its boughs ! 
Give them to quaff immortal pleaſures round, 
From out Life's fount, till youth, celeſtial youth, 


Sit on each brow, and ſparkle in each eye; 681 5 


With vigour only ſeen, and only felt, 
In immortality ;—to ſhine like ſtars 


In the unclouded firmament of heaven; 


Where pure ſerenity abides ; where joys 
Mature exult, which no ceſſation know. 
No fickneſs, no calamity, obtains 


In that NEW EARTH AND HEAV'Ns,” where Juſt | 


Men dwell : 
No dread of ſhipwreck there Secure they ſtand, 


Al landed on th'eternal beach, 690 


THE END 
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j | IV. — 481, — rone — Prone 
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: — V. — Arg, laſt]. for Ft Fortune : 
4 — V. — 512, — ontroul'd —— control'd 
— VI. — 356, — rev'rence — reverence 
— VI. 3 407, good evil —— good and evi 
| — VII. — 245, —> Thoſe —— Theſe | 
F — VIII. — 292, - dart down ——— darts his a 
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